
UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIf S 

W O R L D H E A L T H 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 

FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY а Д / i 
28 June 1948 

ORIGINAL: FRENCH 

12.5.7. Considerations of Applications., for Membership 
(Off.Rec.WHC, 10, page 127) 

» 

DOCUMENT SUBMITTED BY THE 
DELEGATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF SAN MARINO 

Vaduz, June 23rd, 1948. 

Mr. President, 
Gentlemen, 

San Marino, the smallest but eldest republic in Europe, founded in 

301 A.'D,, has appointed me Observer at your World Health Assembly which 

will be held in Geneva from «June 24,1948 onwards. 

Besides the usual duties of an Observer, my Government has also en-

trusted me with the following mission* 
11 The Consul General, Dr. B. LIFSCHITZ, is instructed to endeavour to 
obtain the admission of the Republic of San Marino as an ordinary 
member of the WHO, on condition however that the annual contri-
bution should be within its means," 

To this end I am submitting the following 

since a mere observer, unlike a delegate, is not entitled to speak at ч 

meetings. 

It is the earnest desire of the Republic of San Marino to be accepted 

as an ordinary member of your great and valuable organization. It sincere-

ly admires the ideals which inspire you and the objectives you have set 

yourselves. 

Your Secretariat has informed us that the Republic of San Marino should 
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pay an annual contribution of $2,500 or 10;000 Swiss francs, in order to 

have the honour of becoming an ordinary member of your institution* Ui>-

fortunately the country I represent cannot assume so heavy a burden, The 

Republio of San Marino is an entirely independent sovereign State with an 

area of 6o square, kilometres, and a population of 19,000, of which 12,000 

live at home and 7,000 abroad* Sût are engaged in agriculture, San Marino 

has, therefore, a sort of self supporting economy. She could not exist 

otherwise, for there are no taxes, and her industry is in its infancy. 

Her principal source of revenue consists in the sale of stamps, tele-

grams and so on, together with the customs duties paid by the Italian 

Government in accordance with the Convention concluded by the two States in 

1939* These contributions anount to 90 million lire, which is not a very 

great siim considering the present value of Italian currency in the world 

market. In addition, San Marin©;, which was" neutral during the last war, 

suffered from Allied bombs and acts of war which resulted in the death of 
only 

thirty people and very considerable material damage. Moreover,the railway line 

between San Marino and Rimini was completely destroyed and San Marino was 

thereby cut off from the Italian railway system. Since the air attack,all 

passengers must be conveyed by motor coach and goods by lorry. Any impar-

tial observer will realize the consequences of this state of affairs for 

a tiny country which is economically and financially rather weak, With 

the best will in the world, this small state could not pay suoh a large 

annual contribution. 

Furthermore the following point which concerns all the so-called 

small states deserves consideration! The lofty aims incorporated in the 

statutes and the programme of the "WHO are universal and can only be achieved 

if 

every single state in the world belongs to the organization and helps 

in the common task, I should like to raise one point in this connection, 

One of your aims is to fight and, implicitly, to forestall epidemics, 

What will the WHO do if it does not accept us as members and if an epidemic 

breaks out in our country ? Even if we are not members, the WHO will be 
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obliged to use every means in its power to put a stop to y,his epidemic if 

it does not desire the infection to spread to neighbouring member States, 

This applies with even greater force to the prevention of infectious dis-

eases in men and animals. I could go on quoting examples from your pro-

gramme but I will not try your patience,,' I think the above-mentioned 

example will have shown that the membership cf small States Í3 even more 

in the interest of the WHO than in that of the States themselves». 

The idea of great and small is relative like evs-rything else in the 

world and if the principles of justice are to be observed^ I believe that 

we cannot apply the цате yardstick to all our judgements and decisions, 

There must be some latitude» 

The position of еэса country should therefore be examined before 

its-yearly contribution is assessed, Firstj, enquiries should be made as to 

its area¿ population_, budget¿ and the composition of its i:' ;ome; its -finan-

cial and economic position^ etc» should also be ascertained^: 

A fair solution of the probl.jm is impossible until such an examination 

has Ьеэп made and each State has been shown to be solvent, "What use would 

it be for a small State to exert itself to the utmost bo pay a given sum if 

it compromises its finances so far as to leave nothing for sanitary and 

health equipment,, which is nevertheless indispensable in the fight againsrt 

epidemics ? 

As a mere observer., I presume that I am not entitled to submit pro-

posals direct to your Assembly, I therefore venture to make the following 
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in the hope that amongst you there will be some r..\-mvr-- who will understand 

the position of the so—called small States and will esoouse the cause of 

San Marino so far as to submit iny suggestion on the form of a motion to the 

Assembly. 

1,' The Constitution of the WHO shall be amended so as to fix a maximum 
but not a minimum limit to annual contributions,, 
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2. The conception of a small State shall be circumscribed and de-

fined, 

3. Special rules shall be drawn up for the admission of new member > 

States under which contributions shall be assessed according to 

the area of the territory., the population, the economic and finan-

cial position and the solvency of the respective States.' 

4.Such decisions shall be taken in every case by a special Committee 

appointed by you to this effect» 

5». Small States shall be entitled,, if necessaryt to appeal to the 

next General Assembly against the decision of the aforesaid com-

mittee, giving the reasons for their appeals The General Assembly 
% 

would then take a final decision by vote» 

I have deliberately expressed my petition in general terms in the in-

terest of all small States in the world even though my instructions come 

solely from the Republic of San Marino, for I am convinced that other States 

are or might be in the same position as San Marino. 

These small States should also bo allowed a "place in the sun"so that they 

may develop and prosper in the interests of all mankind. 

I hope that you will comply with my request or at least that you will 

accept it as a basis for discusssion at the next session due to begin on 

June 24, 1948, 

Sgdj The Observer of the Repubic of 
San Marinoa 

D'rvB. LJFSCHITZ. 
Consul General» 

World Health Organization, 
Geneva-
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Consulate General of the Republic of San Marino 
in Liechenstein 

Vaduz (Geneva) 
26„601948 

Professor Andrija Stampar? 
President of the first World Health Assembly, 
Geneva. 

Sir j 

I beg to acknàwledge receipt of your letter of June 25; 1948, 
for which I cordially thank you. 

I have taken note of the information you have sent me, and I 
shall enter into communication with the Chairman of the Committee 
on Administration and Finance of the World Health Organization. 

I also thank you for the opportunity you give me of speaking 
when item 10 of the agenda is discussed. As Consul of Nicaragua 
I am also taking part in the International Telecommunications 
Conferences and the debates of the Provisional Committee on 
Frequenciesj but I am anxious to place this matter personally 
before the World Health Organization and not through my secretaries. 

On this occasion I am taking the liberty of sending you a copy 
of my memorandum of today's date addressed to the Committee on 
Administration and Finance of the World Health Organization and I 
should like especially to draw your attention to my withdrawal 
of items 4 and 5 which are still included in my memorandum of 
June 23, 1948. 

Thanking you for your kindness, I remain, etc. 

Dr. B. Lifschitz 

Consul General, Observer from the 
Republic of San Marino. 
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Geneva, June 26, 1948 

Mr. President, 

Gentlemen, 

Professor Andrija Stampar, President of the World Health 
Assembly in Geneva, was good enough to communicate to me in 
his letter of the 25th instant that my request for admission 
to the WHO dated June 23, 1948, and made on behalf of the 
Republic of San Marino, has been transferred to you for 
consideration^ 

Unfortunately, when the request was drafted; I did not 
notice that, as regards your Commission, the WHO has the final 
word on the instrument which I mentioned in items 4 and 5 of , 
my request* 

I should like to make the following correction. No account 
is to be taken of items 4 and 5. Would you kindly take note of 
this decision? 

(Signed) Dr. B. Lifschitz, 
Consul-General of San Marino 
Observer to the World Health Assembly 

To the Committee on Administration 
and Finance. 

World Health Organization, 
Geneva. 
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