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As observers have no right to speak or to vote in a regular 
manner, I purposely did not make any claim on the President's or 
the Assembly's kindness, and consequently, did not speak there, or 
in the committees. But I do not think it right to withhold 
impressions which might he useful if known. 

I think it is of the highest importance that this institution 
should be really universal and therefore if possible, that all 
countries in the world should take.part in it. I am sincerely of 
the opinion that, if too high a budget and an imequitable scale of 
contributions are approved here, this universality will not be 
achieved, and ratifications which are about to be made will be 
withheld. 

My country - Chile - fully understands that the World Health 
Organization is a splendid effort towards the solidarity of the 
human raoe; we have faith in itj and it was only due to the strict-
ness of our democratic procedure that the ratification was not sent 
in time. But my country is no friend of illusions, nor does it 
like to hide the truth. The world is suffering from an extraordinary 
shortage of dollars| the balance of payment in many countries is 
unfavourable! in spite of the labours of their peoples. Notwith-
standing the goodwill of the Government, it will not be possible 
in a country like Chile, to obtain the Parliament's ratification 
and due fulfilment of its obligations if this institution, which 
is now being formed, does not give an example from the beginning, 
of moderation and a spirit of realism. In Chile, our guiding 
principle is to spend no more on administration than a similar 
private or public concern would spend, stating clearly from the start 
the grounds and the possibilities of carrying out the various items 
of the budget. To avoid swelling the budget, we try to utilize what 
we have and what has been tested by experience, developing it in a 
realistic way. 

Chile is not in favour of creating parallel bodies, being of the 
opinion that the world has too many epidemic and endemic diseases 
for a single cent to be wasted. To this end we are favourable on 
all sides to the rational and balanced utilization of the regional 
and national bodies which have proved useful already. It is not 
desirable to have a huge head with no arms to do worth-while work 
throughout the world. We hope we are not taking this risk if we take 
into bàcount the high calibre of the directors of this organization. 
Further, we are in favour of starting with a simple programme which 
can be put into effect, covering four or five subjects of great 
importance, such as maternal and child care, the dissemination of 
medical knowledge throughout the entire world and also certain 
diseases most harmful to the welfare of mankind, e.g. tuberculosis, 
venereal disease and malaria. We consider that co-ordination with 
the social security services should be increased and never forgotten, 
and we aim at modest and frank speech, eliminating any possible mis-
understanding in a sphere which has no place for jealousy, pride, 
egoism or any kind of antagonism, such as the prevention and cure of 
human misery. WORLD HEALTH 
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