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It is apparent that there is a sentiment on the part of some 
delegations to this first World Health Assembly that the scale of 
contributions to the World Health Organization should be based on 
that of the United Nations. The United States wishes to dissent 
from this principle in the most friendly fashion. 

The United States has given full evidence of its great interest 
in international organizations in the political, economic¡ relief, and 
social fields. It has gladly carried and is carrying a substantial 
share of the expense of present day international and intergovem-
ment activities involving large total expenditures. It wishes 
and expects to continue to carry its fair share of the expense of 
the many vital activities of the United Nations and its specialized ' 
agencies.. 

It is necessary for us here to determine what is the fair share 
of the United States in supporting WHO. This share should not be 
based entirely upon levels of per capita income and other economic 
factors,. The determination should take into account the great value 
to the Organization of the greatest possible equality of participation 
by all its Members. The United States, therefore, raises the question 
as to whether it is desirable for WHO to rely too heavily on the 
support of a single Member, or to permit any Member to stand alone 
and apart in the degree of its contribution. The United States 
wishes to avoid the psychological effect of its voice being heard in 
terms of its financial contribution rather than in terms of what it 
can contribute of knowledge and goodwill. 
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The United States is not attempting to shirk its responsibility„ 
It does, however, recognize a distinct difference between organizations 
which have a relatively small budget and those with much larger budgets. 
It hopes that in organizations with small budgets the expense can be 
more evenly shared between the member nations than is possible in the 
present world economy in the case of organizations with a very large 
budget* It is for this reason that the United States has agreed on a 
temporary basis to contribute a very substantial percentage of the funds 
of the United Nations, which of necessity require a large budget to do 
its important work» It is for this reason, also, that the United 
States is willing to contribute 72 per cent of the funds of UNICES' even 
as it did in the case of UNKRAo It recognizes that the very size of 
these budgets would, if shared on a more equal basis, be too heavy a 
drain on the economy of many nations in the present state of economic 
dislocation and dollar shortage0 In the case of ТШ0, this is not true, 
nor is it true in the case of ICAO and ILO, to which the United States 
contributes less than 20 per cent, nor in the case of PAO, to which the 
United States contributes 25 per cent® 

Further, in the case of health, it is the desire of all countries 
for rapid accomplishmentj all countries are expecting to receive tangible 
services from WHO. In this field, which is of such vital importance to 
all nations, there should be a corresponding desire on the part of all 
nations to make a substantial contribution to the common goalo 

The United States considers that Ш 0 would be strengthened by 
equalizing the participation of its Members under a scale of с ont r ¿but-
tions in which the United Sbatos «ould in the first years contribute 
approximately a fourth of' the budget» 

We would welcome full discussion of this matter in the present 
Assembly» We hope that out of this discussion there will come a unani/-
mous decision on a scale of contributions which will be in the best 
interests of WHO and the peopl e it is designed to serve ; 


