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PAPER SUBMITTED BY THE DELEGATION OF YUGOSLAVIA 

A large number of problems of current and very great scientific 

importance are examined at international congresses. Subjects are 

often studied which are of special interest for practical medicine. 

The proceedings of these congresses.are very rarely published in full, 

and in most cases summary reports consisting of only a few lines 

appear in certain periodicals. 

We believe that the creation of an International Library of 

Congresses, which would publish work submitted to these bodies, would 

serve a useful purpose. The Editing Committee of each congress would 

be required to prepare the manuscripts intended for publication, and 

•would submit them, to the international editorial staff of the centre. 

In this way, a great International Library of Congresses would be 

created» Medical circles throughout the world (institutes, clinics, 

libraries, etc.) would be informed of the publications of the Library 

in good timee These they would receive regularly by subscription. 

The extensive work of preparing scientific material for these congresses 

would thus not be wasted, and we attach special importance to the fact 

that the work, discussions and conclusions of any particular congress 

would be accessible to the medical profession of the whole world. 

We propose that the WHO should take the initiative and recommend 

to UNESCO the creation of an International Library of Congresses. It is 

a pity, for example, that the work of the Congress of the European League 

Against Rheumatism, held at Copenhagen in 1547, was not published, and 

that the proceedings ' of the Congress of Forensic Medicine, held in 

Brussels in 1 9 4 7 a r e available to only a small number of specialists. 

The WHO should participate actively and adequately in providing 

the financial oasis of this undertaking. 


