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PROPOSED BUREAU OF MEDICAL SUPPLIES 

PAPER SUBivtlTTED BY THE BULGARIAN DELEGATION-

The Delegation of "one People's Republic of Bulgaria regards 
it as absolutely necessary that a bureau should be set.up to 
provide information, carry out research, ensure distribution and 
give every facility to countries which have no chemical or pharma-
ceutical industries and require medical supplies, instruments,-
and equipment. 

Since the end of the war, as a result of economic and social 
reforms in many countries and changes in political relationships 
between States, the trade in medical supplies, health equipment, 
instruments and medical literature has been extremely difficult 
for countries which do not possess the necessary plant for manu-
facturing the sanitary material they need. 

In addition, as a result of political blindness, certain 
States are using this trade to exert unjustifiable political 
pressure, to the detriment of the health and the lives of human 
beings. The difficulties that have to be overcome in consequence 
can hardly be imagined. 

. Medical supplies in general, especially penicillin, strepto-
mycin, sulphonamides, vitamins, hormones, radio-iostopes, together 
with such insecticides as DDT, should be regarded as a vital 
necessity for all peoples. 

At the present time, one of the essential duties of the World 
Health Organization should be to make every effort towards 
enabling countries to obtain these vital supplies under acc'eptable 
conditions and at reasonable prices. 

By studying the requirements and production possibilities of 
the different countries, the ift'orld Health Organization could play 
a decisive part in developing planned production in the various 
branches of public health. 
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In this way, an appreciable drop in prices could be obtained 
and the harm done by monopolized production, which is utterly 
.aconsistent with public health, could be limited* 

To remedy this deplorable state of affairs, the Bulgarian 
Government proposes that a suitable bureau should be set up to 
study? 

1, the requirements of different countries in relation to 
'ssheir particular health problems 

2, the Dossibilities of payment, questions of foreign exchange, 
etc., which might help the countries concerned 

3, the production of medical supplies, instruments, 
equipment and other sanitary material in the various 
countries, together with their standardization 

4„ the possibility of local production in various regional 
centres in order to cover their own require' îonts 

5, financial assistance for the purchase of medical supplies, 
instruments, equipment and other sanitary material for 
countries judged to have a priority right. 


