
WHA31.28 Evaluation of the effects of chemicals on health 
The Thirty-first World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General relating to the activities of W H O in human health 

and the environment; 
Recalling resolution WHA30.47 on the need to accelerate and make more effective the evaluation of 

health risks from exposure to chemicals ； 

Realizing that the world's population is exposed to a growing number of chemicals in food and in the 
environment ； 

Considering that only a relatively small body of information exists on the toxicity, carcinogenicity, 
teratogenicity and mutagenicity of these chemicals; 

Recognizing the importance of objective information on the different risks to human health of chemical 
substances already spread or spreading in food and in the environment; 

Noting the important activities of other international organizations for the international coordination 
and harmonization of national efforts to control toxic and hazardous chemicals; 

Considering the urgent need for improved control of toxic and hazardous chemicals and the key role of 
W H O in all aspects of the effects of toxic chemicals on human health ； 

Considering the need for practical action and technical cooperation to solve specific problems in Member 
States； 

1. NOTES with appreciation the report of the Director-General ； 

2 . REQUESTS the Director-General: 
(1) to give renewed emphasis to these efforts ； 
(2) to further promote international cooperation in evaluation of the effects on health of toxic and 
hazardous chemicals ； 
(3) to strengthen the implementation of the programme through a central W H O unit at headquarters for 
planning and coordinating and a network of national institutions that would be assigned specific tasks ； 
(4) to mobilize the necessary resources to enable the programme to achieve its objectives ； 
(5) to report to the sixty-third session of the Executive Board and the Thirty-second World Health 
Assembly on the arrangements made for further implementing resolution WHA30.47; 

3. URGES Member States to provide voluntary contributions in favour of this programme. 
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