
EB59.R8 Method of work of the Health Assembly and of the Executive Board 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board on method of work 
of the Health Assembly and of the Executive Board; 1 

Recalling resolutions EB58.R11, WHA28.69, EB54.R13, and previous resolutions dealing with this 
matter ； and 

Recognizing the desirability of improving further the method of work of the Health Assembly and 
of the Executive Board ； 

1. DECIDES : 

(1) that the representatives of the Board at the Health Assembly shall be elected if possible at the session 
immediately following the Assembly, but not later than at the beginning of the Board's January session 
so that they can participate more fully in the preparation of the Board's reports and recommendations； 

and that they shall henceforth be invited to arrive in Geneva a few days before the beginning of the 
Health Assembly to allow for adequate preparations ； 

(2) that the practice of submitting a written report by the representatives of the Board to the session 
of the Board immediately following the Health Assembly, describing the proceedings of that Assembly, 
shall be discontinued, and that the Board's representatives or at least one of them (whenever possible 
the Chairman), in their present or past capacities, shall be present to make a jointly agreed oral com-
mentary on, and analysis of, the work of the Health Assembly, to the first session of the Board after 
that Assembly; such statements will, following normal practice, appear in the summary records of the 
session of the Board ； 

2. CONSIDERS it desirable to continue to hold the sessions of the Executive Board in Geneva, whereas 
meetings of its committees and working groups might be held in regional offices ； 

3. REQUESTS the Programme Committee to proceed, pursuant to resolution EB58.R11, with the convening, 
whenever necessary, of special working groups composed of members of the Programme Committee and 
of the Executive Board ； 

4. DECIDES further : 

(1) that the current practices relating to interpretation, documentation and reports in respect of meetings 
of Executive Board committees and working groups should be continued; 

(2) that the report on coordination within the United Nations system submitted by the Director-General 
to the January session of the Executive Board should deal only with those issues which specifically 
require reporting to or immediate action by the Board, it being understood that a more comprehensive 
report on this item would continue to be submitted to the Health Assembly; 



5. REITERATES its earlier decision to prepare the report to the Health Assembly on the Board's consideration 
of the proposed programme budget in such a format as to focus on important programme and financial 
policy matters; 

6. REQUESTS regional committees to highlight in their reports significant issues arising out of their review 
of the draft regional programme budget proposals, in order that these can be taken into account in the Board's 
consideration of the proposed programme budget and appropriately reflected in its report thereon to the 
Health Assembly; 

7. RECOMMENDS to the Health Assembly: 

(1) that Committee A, in its review of the proposed programme budget, should concentrate its attention 
on the report containing the Executive Board's comments and recommendations on the programme 
budget proposals of the Director-General ； 

(2) that the sub-item of Committee A，s agenda dealing with the review of the proposed programme 
budget should be entitled “ Review of the proposed programme budget and of the report of the Executive 
Board thereon ’，； 

(3) that Committee A should consider simultaneously the sub-items on its agenda that relate to the 
effective working budget and to the Appropriation Resolution under a single sub-item named “ Consider-
ation of the budget level and Appropriation Resolution for the financial year •••，，，and should adopt 
a single draft resolution on this subject; 

(4) that, in order to provide for the consideration of questions of a specialized technical nature, a new 
agenda sub-item entitled “ Review of programmes and activities specifically identified for additional 
examination during the review of the proposed programme budget and of the Executive Board's report 
thereon ” should be added to the agenda of Committee A under the item currently entitled “ Reports 
on specific technical matters ”，which would be renamed “ Review of specific technical matters，，； 

(5) that the Board's representatives in Committee A should play a more active role in the discussion 
of matters relating to the proposed programme budget and to the views of the Executive Board thereon ； 

and that this approach to the participation of the Board's representatives in the Health Assembly should 
apply to other items on which there are recommendations by the Board to the Health Assembly; 

8. RECOMMENDS further to the Health Assembly: 

(1) that the adoption by the Health Assembly and the Executive Board of resolutions relating to certain 
reports, elections, appointments and procedural decisions should be discontinued and replaced by 
“ decisions，，recorded in the Official Records under a collective heading; 

(2) that when the Director-General is requested by the Health Assembly to submit new reports on 
subjects under discussion, the Assembly should in each case specify whether the response should be 
included in the Director-General's report on the work of WHO or in a separate document; 

(3) that chairmen of the main committees of the Health Assembly should be requested to bear in mind 
the need to guide the proceedings of their respective committees in such a way as to prevent the discussion 
on a particular agenda item straying from the substance of the matter under consideration, as provided 
for in the Rules of Procedure ； 

(4) that in odd-numbered years the brief review of the Director-General's short report covering signifi-
cant matters and developments during the preceding even-numbered year, referred to in resolutions 
WHA28.29 and WHA28.69, should be undertaken by Committee A; and that in even-numbered years 
the full review of the Director-General's comprehensive report on the work of WHO during the preceding 
two years should take place in plenary meetings of the Health Assembly. 
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