
EB51.R51 Feasibility of introducing a biennial programme and budget 

The Executive Board, 
Having examined the implications and possible methods of implementing biennial budgeting on the 

basis of the report submitted by the Director-General ；2 and 
Being aware that a constitutional amendment abolishing any reference to a particular budgetary period 

would permit biennial budgeting, 



1. RECOMMENDS that A programme and budget for A biennial period be introduced as soon as possible; and 

2. RECOMMENDS to the World Health Assembly that, if it adopts the proposed amendments to Articles 34 
and 55 of the Constitution, it also adopt the following resolution: 

“ The Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly, 
“ Considering resolution WHA26 ... adopting amendments to Articles 34 and 55 of the Consti-

tut ion; 
“ Considering further the desirability of proceeding at the earliest possible moment to a biennial 

budget cycle ； 

“ Bearing in mind that, in order to harmonize WHO's budget cycle with that of the United Nations 
and those of other specialized agencies, such a biennial cycle should commence in the biennium 1976-
1977; and 

“ Recognizing that, if the amendments to Articles 34 and 55 of the Constitution have not entered 
into force before the preparation and adoption of a budget for the biennium 1976-1977，it would be 
appropriate to adopt transitional measures, compatible with the constitutional rights of Members of 
W H O , 

“ 1. DECIDES that, if the amendments to Articles 34 and 55 of the Constitution have entered into force in 
time, 

(1) a biennial budget cycle for the World Health Organization shall commence in the biennium 
1976-1977; 
(2) the biennial budget shall be presented in a single programme-oriented budget every two years 
to the Executive Board and to the World Health Assembly; 
(3) the scale of assessments on Members shall be approved for the full biennium, with equal annual 
contributions due and payable in each calendar year in the two-year financial period; and 

“ 2. DECIDES fur ther that, if the amendments to Articles 34 and 55 of the Constitution have not entered 
into force prior to the preparation of the biennial budget for 1976-1977 and its adoption by the World 
Health Assembly, the arrangements under paragraph 1 above shall nevertheless become effective, subject 
to the following transitional measures : 

(1) the constitutional right of Members to review annually the budget shall be preserved ； and 
(2) no request by a Member for such review shall be placed on the agenda of the World Health 
Assembly unless it has been communicated to Members and Associate Members at least 90 days 
before the opening of the session." 
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