
WHA14.58 Declaration concerning the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the 
Tasks of the World Health Organization 

The Fourteenth World Health Assembly, 
Considering that the Constitution of the World Health Organization subscribed to by all Member 

States established that the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is a fundamental right of 
every human being without distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic or social condition, and 
that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace and security; 

Considering also that the nations have pledged themselves, through the Charter of the United Nations, 
to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom; 

Noting the declaration concerning the granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples 
adopted by the fifteenth session of the United Nations General Assembly; 

Recognizing that all dependent peoples aspire fervently to achieve their independence and desire and 
need to proceed rapidly with their social, economic and cultural development; 

Welcoming the attainment of independence by new States and their entry into the World Health 
Organization; 

Believing that the World Health Organization has an important part to play in promoting the funda-
mental and inalienable right of colonial countries and peoples to freedom and independence through 
assistance in raising levels of physical and mental health, and that one of WHO's urgent tasks is to help 
newly independent countries, and those preparing for independence, to overcome deficiencies in health 
programmes and serious shortages in trained medical and health personnel, 
1. REQUESTS the Director-General to make all possible efforts to provide such assistance to Member 
States having newly attained independence and to co-operate with them in the training of local medical 
personnel technically qualified to undertake the responsibility of combating infectious and parasitic diseases 
and of improving national health services; 
2. URGES Member States to provide assistance to raise health levels in newly independent countries, and 
those which are to achieve independence, both through the World Health Organization and on a bilateral 
basis; and 
3. APPEALS to Member States to introduce or develop in their health education programmes the teaching 
of the principles of racial equality and non-discrimination with a view to promoting good mental health 
and in recognition of the fundamental right of every human being to health and health services. 
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