
WHA13.56 Radiation Health, including Protection of Mankind from Ionizing Radiation Hazards, whatever 
their Source 

The Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 
Recalling resolution WHA11.50 concerning the study of health problems connected with the uses 

of atomic energy; 
Noting resolution 1347 (XIII) of the thirteenth session of the General Assembly of the United Nations 

concerning the report of the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation 
(UNSCEAR), in which resolution the General Assembly calls upon all concerned to assist the Committee 
by making available to it reports and studies relating to the short-term and long-term effects of ionizing 
radiation upon man and his environment and radiological data collected by them, and by pursuing 
investigations to broaden world scientific knowledge in this sphere and by transmitting their results to 
the Committee; 

Noting that this appeal was reaffirmed by the fourteenth session of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations in its resolution 1376 (XIV) and that UNSCEAR has been requested by the United Nations 
General Assembly to continue its work and is preparing a second comprehensive report for publication 
in 1962; 

Noting that resolutions have been adopted by previous Health Assemblies, more specifically 
WHA11.50, emphasizing the important role of WHO in the health aspects of radiation from all sources; 

Noting that, broadly, WHO's responsibilities include protection from radiation hazards and develop-
ment of the medical uses of radiation and radioactive isotopes; 

Considering that in WHO's programme of research provision is made for studies concerning radiation 
sickness and human heredity; 

Noting with satisfaction from the report of the Director-General the increase in training and technical 
assistance in radiation health; 



Noting that health authorities have a responsibility for the prevention and control of health hazards 
associated with radiation from all sources; 

Believing that WHO's activities in the field of radiation health will be of continuous and increasing 
benefit to national health authorities and to the work of the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
UNSCEAR, the other specialized agencies and interested intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations, 
1. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue constructive co-operation of WHO with IAEA and other 
appropriate agencies; and 
2. REQUESTS the Director-General to assist Member States in extending and developing health laboratory 
competence to deal with radiation and radioactivity, and in the meantime to provide assistance to States 
without these facilities in the collection of representative samples to facilitate their own work and that of 
UNSCEAR; 
3. REQUESTS the Director-General that, in the activities of WHO in radiation health, he place special 
emphasis upon the teaching and training of technical personnel within the Member countries and on 
encouraging and assisting the health authorities in these countries to accept their major role and accelerate 
their activities in the public health aspects of radiation from all sources; and 
4. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly on the progress 
being made by Member countries in developing and staffing radiation control programmes, with particular 
reference to the responsibility of national health authorities and of WHO in this field. 
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