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The Executive Board, 
Considering that the programmes assisted by the World Health Organization, whatever the funds from 

which they are financed, are developed to meet the health needs of countries on the basis of the technical 
requirements and possibilities of solving them; 

Considering that all assistance provided by the Organization should make a positive contribution 
towards the fulfilment of national health plans; 

Recalling the principle that the importance of a problem to the entire health programme of the request-
ing country should be taken into consideration, and that, if no currently appropriate long-term national 
health plan exists, assistance may be offered in developing such a plan; 



Recalling the decisions of World Health Assemblies and of the Executive Board at various sessions 
calling attention to the inseparability of social, economic and health factors for the orderly execution of 
national development programmes; 

Reiterating the decisions of various World Health Assemblies that appropriate national arrangements 
to co-ordinate assistance in the field of health are desirable and that, in the over-all co-ordinating machinery, 
representatives from the field of health should participate; and 

Recalling the advantages which were expected to accrue to governments with the introduction of the 
project programming procedures of the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, in the expectation 
that they would result in projects of fundamental importance on a long-term basis, 
1. DRAWS the attention of governments to the importance of considering carefully any decision to request 
a change in the planned programme and of the need to bear in mind the technical consequences of such 
changes, in view of the fact that premature discontinuation of projects will result not only in the loss of 
work already done, but may incur wasteful costs in the payment of termination indemnities to staff; 
2. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to assist governments to establish or revise national health 
plans, and to develop realistic plans of operations for projects within those national health plans ; and further 
3. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit this resolution to the Executive Chairman of the Technical 
Assistance Board for consideration at the time when the " ground rules " for transfers between participat-
ing organizations are established. 
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