
^ EB15.R59 Principles to Govern the Use of the Executive Board Special Fund 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered a report of the Director-General on principles to govern the use of the Executive 
Board Special Fund, requested by the Board at its thirteenth session (resolution EB13.R31) ; 

Cognizant of its functions under Article 28 (i) of the Constitution ; 

Being aware of the generous direct assistance normally provided by national and international relief 
agencies and by governments in emergencies arising out of a natural calamity ; 

Recognizing the present limited size of the Special Fund established in accordance with Article 58 of 
the Constitution, 

DECIDES to establish the following principles to govern the use of the Special Fund : 

(1) assistance to be provided from the Executive Board Special Fund under Article 58 of the Consti-
tution will be limited to the purposes laid down in Article 28 (/) of the Constitution ; 

(2) assistance as an emergency measure shall be provided from the Special Fund only if the 
emergency, calamity, epidemic or other occurrence related to the functions of the Organization 
clearly threatens the health of the community concerned or necessitates urgent study and research ; 

(3) assistance shall be restricted to the provision of technical personnel and urgently needed supplies 
and equipment related to health requirements ; 

(4) the Fund shall be used only after the approval of a majority of the members of the Board has 
been given ; 

(5) emergency assistance to be provided in each case shall be limited to an amount authorized by the 
Executive Board ; 

(6) prior to presenting a request to the Board, the Director-General shall have ascertained, as far as 
he is able, the nature and extent of assistance being provided from other sources ; 

(7) in cases of urgent requests received for emergency assistance between sessions of the Executive 
Board, the Director-General shall communicate with the individual members of the Board, in order to 
ascertain their approval or otherwise of using the Special Fund to meet such requests, and, in communi-
cating with them, shall specify the precise nature of the request and the amount and kind of assistance 
proposed ; 

(8) in exceptionally urgent emergency cases, however, a decision on the use of the Special Fund may 
be made by the Director-General in collaboration with only the Chairman of the Board. 

Handb. Res., 2nd ed., 7.1 (Twenty-first meeting, 1 February 1955) 


