
EB29.S56 Collaboration with Non-governmental Organizations 
The Executive Board, 
Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Non-governmental Organizations 1 on 

WHO's relations with non-governmental organizations, 



DÉCIDÉS that WHO's collaboration with non-governmental organizations be extended to include the 
following points: 
1. Some broadening of the fields of interest in relation to the expanding work of WHO. 
2. WHO should, however, continue to have only one category of non-governmental organizations in 
official relations. 
3. Collaboration with non-governmental organizations in the technical fields of WHO's activities, as now 
being developed on a wide basis, could be intensified in the following directions: 

(i) The officers of the non-governmental organizations, depending on their technical qualifications 
and experience, should, as found suitable, be appointed to Expert Advisory Panels of WHO. 
(ii) Non-governmental organizations in specific fields of activity should establish close contacts with 
WHO technical staff, and exchange views, as appropriate, on technical developments and progress, 
as related to WHO's activities. 
(iii) Some of the non-governmental organizations in specific technical fields might be invited, as 
appropriate, to send representatives to attend meetings of expert committees, scientific groups, technical 
conferences, regional and inter-regional conferences, seminars and symposia organized by WHO. 
Normally, the representatives invited should attend at their own cost. 
(iv) The use made of the non-governmental organizations in assisting the Organization in developing 
uniform nomenclatures, standard methodology and similar activities should be more generally applied, 
as seems appropriate. 
(v) The non-governmental organizations should be encouraged to use their contacts and national 
organizations to assist in disseminating technical information and policies developed by WHO, in 
promoting health education, and improving health standards. The non-governmental organizations 
might be used to obtain information from professional bodies and from individual members of the 
profession where such information is required. Use could also be made of non-governmental organiza-
tions to develop certain inquiries and to assist in the research activities of the Organization as found 
feasible. 
(vi) Where found necessary, support and encouragement should be given by WHO to the periodicals 
and publications issued by non-governmental organizations. They should be supplied with information 
on technical matters regularly so that they can include it in their issues. 
(vii) The rare but successful examples of joint-sponsorship of certain conferences with non-govern-
mental organizations are worth following up with a view to using this method to sponsor joint conferences 
with the non-governmental organizations wherever that seems feasible and most fruitful. The main 
purpose of such joint conferences should be exchange of knowledge and dissemination of information. 
(viii) In some cases it might be necessary to make certain financial grants or to meet certain expenditures 
in connexion with certain specific studies or inquiries to be undertaken on WHO's behalf. 
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