
EB15.R30 Legislative Developments in the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance 

The Executive Board, 
Having studied the report of the Director-General on legislative developments in the United Nations 

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance ; 1 

Noting that the Economic and Social Council (resolution 542 B (XVIII)) and the United Nations 
General Assembly 2 have approved a change in the management of the programme and in the system of 
allocation of funds ; 

Noting further that the general considerations in Part II of the first report of the United Nations 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions on the Expanded Programme of 
Technical Assistance 3 raise certain constitutional issues which are subject to consideration by the World 
Health Assembly and the governing bodies of other participating organizations ; 

Considering that the United Nations General Assembly has requested the Economic and Social 
Council to furnish to the General Assembly at its tenth session, in 1955, a report on the progress made in 
the consideration of questions raised in the report of the Advisory Committee and that the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination is studying the clarification of lines of authority and organizational relation-
ships ; 

Considering that the World Health Organization attaches primary importance, in its programme of 
work, to the strengthening of national health services, 
1. TRANSMITS to the Eighth World Health Assembly the report on the legislative developments which 
have taken place in the Technical Assistance Programme ; 1 

2 . EMPHASIZES again that the responsibility for the choice of health activities forming part of the Expanded 
Programme of Technical Assistance rests with the government concerned ; and further 
3. CONSIDERS that this choice on the part of the government is the fundamental rule on which the pro-
gramme in each country must be prepared ; 
4 . RECALLS the resolution of the Executive Board at its thirteenth session (EB13.R41) which " reiterates 
the resolution of the Fifth World Health Assembly concerning the inseparability of social, economic and 
health factors " (WHA5.61) ; 
5. BELIEVES that the technical prerogatives and administrative responsibilities of WHO must be fully 
exercised during the planning of the health aspects of the programme for each country, and notes that this 
principle is reaffirmed in resolution 542 B (XVIII) of the Economic and Social Council ; 
6. CALLS ATTENTION to the added responsibilities of the national health administrations in view of the 
new country planning procedures and the provision for the government's review and decision concerning 
the country programme and the priorities of projects ; 
7. NOTES the steps that are being taken to implement the decisions of the Economic and Social Council 
and the United Nations General Assembly ; 
8. REITERATES the concern expressed by the Board at its eleventh session with regard to the complex 
machinery for the management of the programme, noting that the new legislation has introduced further 
complication ; 
9 . EXPRESSES THE OPINION that experience alone will demonstrate the value of changes of such importance ; 



10. RECOMMENDS to the Eighth World Health Assembly that it continue to defer final consideration of the 
amendments to the basic resolution 222 (IX) ; and meanwhile that it authorize the Director-General to 
continue to take the action necessary for WHO to participate in the Expanded Programme of Technical 
Assistance ; and, finally, 
11. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the Board at its seventeenth session on future developments. 

Handb. Res., 2nd ed., 3 (Thirteenth meeting, 27 January 1955) 


