
EB26.R31 Possibilities of reducing the Length of World Health Assemblies 

The Executive Board, 
Considering the request of the Thirteenth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA 13.40; 
Having studied the report of the Director-General on the possibilities of reducing the length of World 

Health Assemblies; 1 

Considering that in 1952-1953 and again in 1960 detailed studies have been made by the World Health 
Assembly, the Executive Board and the Director-General concerning the possibilities of shortening Health 
Assemblies and of increasing their efficiency; 

Considering that the entry of new Member States, which may lead to an increase in the budget and the 
activities of the Organization, will tend to increase the time necessary for discussing the programme ; and 

Believing that, while it would be unrealistic to expect any appreciable reduction in the length of World 
Health Assemblies, the conditions of work of the Assembly could be subject to improvements that may at 
the same time help to prevent any lengthening of the session, 
1. is OF THE OPINION that the organization and conditions of work of the Assembly have been reasonably 
satisfactory, but that the Executive Board and the Director-General should continue to do everything possible 
to improve their efficiency; 
2. is OF THE OPINION that the General Committee of the Assembly might advantageously consider omitting 
its noon meetings on some days and meet following the afternoon sessions of the Assembly; 
3. RECOMMENDS to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly to suspend and eventually to amend the last 
sentence of Rule 24 of the Assembly's Rules of Procedure in order to suppress the requirement that the 
proposals of the Committee on Nominations shall be communicated to the Health Assembly at least two 
hours before the plenary meeting during which the election is to take place; and 
4. RECOMMENDS consequently to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 
resolution : 

The Fourteenth World Health Assembly, 
Considering resolution WHA 13.40 requesting the Executive Board and the Director-General to 

present concrete proposals for reducing as far as possible the length of Assemblies; and 
Having considered the recommendation of the Executive Board on the improvement of the organiza-

tion and the conditions of work of the World Health Assembly, 
1. DECIDES to suspend provisionally the requirement of Rule 24 of the Rules of Procedure that the 
proposals of the Committee on Nominations shall be communicated in writing to the Health Assembly 
or to the main committees respectively " two hours at least before the meeting during which the election 
is to take place " and requests the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters to consider 
a revision of Rule 24 and report thereon to the Assembly; 
2. DECIDES that at World Health Assemblies one debate only should be devoted to the discussion 
of the Annual Report of the Director-General, and that this debate should be in plenary meeting, pro-
vided that the physical facilities permit this; 
3. REQUESTS the General Committee of the Assembly to consider meeting following the afternoon 
sessions, rather than at noon, on those days when it is feasible and advantageous to the progress of the 
work of the Assembly; and 
4 . EXPRESSES the hope that, despite the increase in activities and membership of the World Health 
Organization, it will not be necessary in the future for the Health Assemblies to meet for longer periods 
of time. 
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