
EB25.R68 Decisions of the United Nations, Specialized Agencies and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency affecting WHO'S Activities: International Encouragement of Scientific Research into 
the Control of Cancerous Diseases 

The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on resolution 1398 (XIV) of the General 

Assembly of the United Nations on the international encouragement of scientific research into the control 
of cancerous diseases; 

Recalling that under the terms of its Constitution the World Health Organization is " to act as the 
directing and co-ordinating authority on international health work " (Article 2 (a)); " to promote co-
operation among scientific and professional groups which contribute to the advancement of health " 
(Article 2 (j)) ; and " to promote and conduct research in the field of health " (Article 2 («)); 

Recalling that in the Agreement between the United Nations and the World Health Organization 
" the United Nations recognizes the World Health Organization as the specialized agency responsible 
for talcing such action as may be appropriate under its Constitution for the accomplishment of the objectives 
set forth therein " (Article I), and that Article IV of that agreement provides for the United Nations 
to make recommendations to the World Health Organization; 

Considering that the maximum efforts for fighting disease are highly desirable, and that all actions 
in international health work to that end should be duly co-ordinated in a manner consistent with the 
provisions of Article 2 (a) of the Constitution of the World Health Organization; 

Considering the intensified medical research programme which the Twelfth World Health Assembly 
initiated, in which cancer is receiving a high priority; 

Considering that many governmental and non-governmental institutions and organizations, including 
the International Union against Cancer, continue readily and unstintingly to make available their technical 
resources to the World Health Organization in the execution of its functions; 

Considering that the principal sources for technical advice to the Organization are the expert advisory 
panels and, in the field of research, the Advisory Committee on Medical Research, 
1. EXPRESSES its appreciation to the General Assembly of the United Nations for its interest in the 
international encouragement of scientific research into the control of cancerous diseases; 
2 . TRANSMITS to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly the report of the Director-General incorporating 
the resolution and excerpts f rom the Report of the Third Committee of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations; 
3. CONSIDERS that, in the light of the study made on a world-wide basis for the intensification of the 
medical research programme of the World Health Organization, the award of prizes for outstanding 
research may not be the most effective method of encouraging and stimulating such research; 
4. CONSIDERS further, in the light of the above-mentioned studies, that many diseases other than cancer 
deserve equal attention; 
5. EXPRESSES the hope that in future full advantage will be taken of the provisions of Article IV of the 
Agreement between the United Nations and the World Health Organization; and 
6. REQUESTS the Director-General to study with the Secretary-General of the United Nations the best 
way in which to award the prizes mentioned in resolution 1398 (XIV) of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations and to report thereon to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. 
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