
EB11.R50 Organizational Study on Regionalization 
I. The Executive Board, 

In conformity with the request of the Fifth Health Assembly (resolution WHA5.63) that the Board 
should undertake, at its eleventh session, a study of regionalization ; and 

Having made such an investigation, 
1. SUBMITS it for the consideration of the Sixth World Health Assembly ; 3 4 and 
2. RECOMMENDS to the Sixth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following resolution : 

The Sixth World Health Assembly 
1. REAFFIRMS the principles which prompted the establishment of regionalization and finds that they 
have been justified in practice ; 



2. EXPRESSES its satisfaction with the development of the organizational structure and functioning 
of the regional offices ; 
3. REQUESTS the Executive Board periodically to review and report on the progress and problems of 
regionalization ; 
4 . REQUESTS the Director-General to provide, through the staff at headquarters, guidance to the 
regional offices on specific programmes, assistance in long-term planning, and control and co-ordina-
tion of regional programmes to ensure that they conform to the principles and policies established 
by the Health Assembly, the Executive Board and the Director-General ; 
5. RECOMMENDS the interchange of staff of the Secretariat among regions and between headquarters 
and regions ; 
6. NOTES that variations in constitution, objectives and organization produce wide differences in 
the nature and extent of decentralization in the United Nations, the World Health Organization and 
other specialized agencies, and that such differences often impede effective co-operation in field 
programmes ; 
7 . REQUESTS the Director-General to bring this problem to the attention of the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations and provide the utmost co-operation of WHO in finding a solution ; 
8. EXPRESSES its belief that the undoubted advantages of regionalization can be fully achieved only 
by continued mutual confidence and co-operation among all those to whom the Constitution and the 
Health Assembly have delegated responsibility and authority. 

II. The Executive Board, 
Noting that the geographical pattern of certain regions imposes heavy costs on some Member States 

and Associate Members in sending representatives to meetings of the regional committees, 
1. RESCINDS its previous decisions to the effect that the reimbursement of the transportation expenses of 
representatives of Member States attending the second and subsequent meetings of regional committees 
shall not be authorized ; 3 5 and 
2. RECOMMENDS to the Sixth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following resolution : 

The Sixth World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Executive Board on regionalization ; 
Noting that the heavy costs entailed in sending representatives to attend meetings of regional 

committees tend to deter Member States and Associate Members from sending such representatives ; 
and 

Considering that it is most important and desirable that all Member States and Associate Mem-
bers be enabled to participate in such meetings, 
1. AUTHORIZES the reimbursement of each Member State and each Associate Member for the actual 
travelling expenses of one representative to not more than one session a year of the regional committee, 
the maximum reimbursement to be restricted to the equivalent of first-class return accommodation by 
recognized public transport via an approved route from the seat of the central administration of the 
Member State or Associate Member to the place of the meeting, and not to include the payment of 
subsistence, except where this is included as an integral part of the regular posted schedule for first-
class accommodation for recognized public transport ; 
2. DECIDES that this authorization shall become effective in 1955 ; 
3. REQUESTS the Director-General to include in his annual budget estimates, beginning with the 
year 1955, appropriate provision under the appropriation section for regional committees to cover 
such expenditures. 

III. The Executive Board, 
Considering the increased expenditure entailed by holding sessions of regional committees elsewhere 

than at regional headquarters, 



RECOMMENDS to the Sixth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following resolution : 
The Sixth World Health Assembly, 
Noting that the holding of sessions of regional committees at centres other than the regional 

headquarters entails increased costs to the Organization ; 
Considering the desirability of limiting such costs wherever possible, 

1. INVITES the co-operation of regional committees to this end ; and 
2. SUGGESTS that regional committees give consideration to the possibility of holding sessions at 
regional headquarters every alternate year. 
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