
EB9.R53 Biennial Assemblies

The Executive Board
RECOMMENDS that if it is decided to have biennial Health Assemblies, the Fifth World Health Assembly

should also adopt the following resolution:

I. Amendments to the Constitution 37

The Fifth World Health Assembly,

Considering the study made by the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance relating
to biennial Health Assemblies;

Considering the report of the Executive Board on this study,38 and
Approving the views expressed in this report,

1. ADOPTS the revised provisions of the following Articles of the Constitution:

Article 13

(Draft proposed by the committee)

The Health Assembly shall meet at least once in every two years in regular [annual] session and in such
special sessions as may be necessary. Special sessions shall be convened at the request of the Board
or of a majority of the Members.

or

(Draft proposed by the Scandinavian Governments)

The Health Assembly shall meet in regular biennial [annual] session and in such special session as may
be necessary. Special sessions shall be convened at the request of the Board or of a majority of the
Members.

Article 14

The Health Assembly, at each regular [annual] session, shall select the country or region in which the
next regular [annual] session shall be held, the Board subsequently fixing the place. The Board shall
determine the place where a special session shall be held.

Article 15

The Board, after consultation with the Secretary- General of the United Nations, shall determine the date
of each regular [annual] and special session.

Article 16

The Health Assembly shall elect its President and other officers at the beginning of each regular [annual]
session. They shall hold office until their successors are elected.



Article 34

(Draft proposed by the committee)

The Director -General shall prepare and submit annually to the Board the financial statements and the
programme and budget estimates of the Organization.

or
(Draft proposed by the Scandinavian Governments)

The Director -General shall prepare and submit every two years [annually] to the Board the financial
statements and budget estimates of the Organization.

Article 55

(Draft proposed by the committee)

The Director -General shall prepare and submit to the Board the biennial [annual] programme and
budget estimates of the Organization. The Board shall consider and submit to the Health Assembly
such programme and budget estimates, together with any recommendations the Board may deem advisable.

or
(Draft proposed by the Scandinavian Governments)

The Director- General shall prepare and submit to the Board the biennial [annual] budget estimates of
the Organization. The Board shall consider and submit to the Health Assembly such budget estimates,
together with any recommendations the Board may deem advisable.

In order to provide for greater flexibility with respect to the number of sessions of the Executive Board,

2. ADOPTS the revised provisions of Article 26 of the Constitution as follows:

The Board shall meet at least once [twice] a year and shall determine the place of its [each] meeting.

3. REQUESTS the Director- General to notify these revised provisions to all Members and to draw their
attention to the desirability of accepting them at the earliest possible date in accordance with their
respective constitutional processes;

4. CONFIRMS the delegation to the Executive Board of certain powers concerning Articles 18 (i), 44 (b)
and 71 of the Constitution, and further:

(a) delegates to the Executive Board the power to promote and conduct research in the field of
health, under the provisions of Article 18 (k) of the Constitution, within the framework of the
programme and budget adopted by the Health Assembly,
(b) authorizes the Executive Board, in application of Article X, paragraph 3, of the Agreement
between the United Nations and the Organization, to request at any time an advisory opinion from
the International Court of Justice on any subject within the exclusive competence of the Executive
Board ;

5. DECIDES that upon entry into force of the amendments, the present three -year period of office of
members of the Executive Board shall be maintained, the Health Assembly electing at each biennial
session a total of 12 Members entitled to designate persons to serve on the Executive Board, of whom
six shall take office immediately and the remaining six in the following year;

6. REQUESTS the Director -General to notify this resolution to the Secretary -General of the United
Nations.

II. Administrative Arrangements

The Fifth World Health Assembly,
In accordance with its decision to hold biennial Assemblies;
Recognizing the need to make suitable administrative arrangements to give effect to this decision, and
Approving the recommendations made in this connexion by the Executive Board at its ninth session,



1. REQUESTS the Director -General to prepare such revisions as may be necessary in the Rules of Proce-
dure of the Health Assembly;
2. DECIDES that upon entry into force of the amendments, the present three -year period of office of
representatives of the Health Assembly to the Staff Pension Committee shall be maintained, the Assembly
electing two Members entitled to designate members of the committee and two Members entitled to
designate alternate members of the committee, of whom one member and one alternate member shall
take office immediately, and the remaining two in the following year;

3. DECIDES to establish a separate scale of assessments for each of the two years;

4. DECIDES to adopt a separate Working Capital Fund resolution for each of the two years;

5. DECIDES that the accounts of the Organization shall continue to be rendered annually;

6. DECIDES that the External Audit shall be maintained on an annual basis and that it shall be reported
simultaneously with the rendering of accounts;

7. INSTRUCTS the Executive Board to examine the accounts of the Organization, together with the
report of the External Auditor for the previous year, in the year in which the Health Assembly does not
meet;

8. INSTRUCTS the Director - General to include in each annual budget provision for the full cost of a
Health Assembly;

9. AUTHORIZES, notwithstanding the provisions of the Financial Regulations, the establishment of a
special account to which would be credited any savings made in respect of Health Assemblies;

10. REQUESTS the Director - General to prepare such revisions as may be necessary to the Financial
Regulations ;

11. DECIDES that the Director -General shall continue to submit his Annual Report to Member States
and to the United Nations; and
12. EMPOWERS the Executive Board to approve for transmission to the Economic and Social Council
the Annual Report of the Director - General in the year in which there is no Health Assembly.

(Twelfth meeting, 28 January 1952)


