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Since earlier work indicated that there was a lack of correlation between the potency of 
the proposed standard when assayed in guinea-pigs and cattle, further laboratory work has been 

carried out to investigate this. 

Comparisons were made of the potencies of the Australian Standard Bovine PPD, the EEC 
Standard Bovine PPD, the USA Standard Bovine PPD and the International Standard for PPD of 
Mammalian Tuberculin (human). These tests were carried out in guinea-pigs and cattle. A 
large difference was seen between the potency values obtained in guinea-pigs and those 
obtained in' cattle. While the potency values for the different tuberculins were relatively 
similar when tested in guinea-pigs, wider variations were found in the results obtained ~n 
cattle. In particular, the EEC Standard Bovine PPD was much more reactive in infected 

cattle than the other tuberculins. 

A batch of bovine PPD, kindly provided by the Centraal Diergeneeskundig Instituut, 
Rotterdam, has been dispensed and freeze dried as a proposed international standard. This 
gives potency results in cattle intermediate between that of the EEC Standard Bovine PPD and 
the other national standard tuberculins. An international collaborative assay is being 

arranp:ed. 
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