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1. In accordance with Rule 31.2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference of the Parties, the 
European Network for Smoking and Tobacco Prevention, the Global Acetate Manufacturers 
Association, the International Network of Women Against Tobacco, the Human Rights and Tobacco 
Control Network, the Liga Italiana Anti Fumo and the International Tobacco Growers Association 
submitted to the Convention Secretariat their individual applications for observer status to the 
Conference of the Parties. 

2. The Convention Secretariat reviewed the six applications and prepared a report in accordance 
with decision FCTC/COP2(6) for consideration by the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties. The 
Bureau examined the applications and decided to submit them to the Conference of the Parties with 
the recommendations below. 

3. The Bureau recommends to the Conference of the Parties that observer status be granted to the 
following two organizations whose aims and activities appear to be in conformity with the spirit, 
purpose and principles of the Convention: 

– The European Network for Smoking and Tobacco Prevention 

– The International Network of Women Against Tobacco. 

4. The Bureau also recommends that consideration of the application by the Human Rights and 
Tobacco Control Network be deferred until the organization has fully established itself and conducted 
relevant activities internationally that would support its application in the future. 
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5. The Bureau also recommends that the Conference reject the following applications: 

– The Global Acetate Manufacturers Association: This organization did not submit the 
requested documentation to enable a detailed review of its application to be conducted. 
However, information available on the official web site of the organization shows that its 
main customers are the tobacco industry: therefore its activities may not be in line with the 
aims and spirit of the Convention, in particular with regard to Article 5.3 of the Convention. 

– The Liga Italiana Anti Fumo: This organization also did not submit the requested 
documentation to enable a detailed review of its application to be conducted. However, a 
preliminary review showed that the organization’s activities are predominantly national and 
therefore it may not fulfil the criteria set out in the Rule 31 of the Rules of Procedure and in 
decision FCTC/COP2(6). 

– The International Tobacco Growers Association: This organization did not submit the 
requested documentation to enable a detailed review of its application to be conducted. 
Information available on the official web site of the organization shows that its activities may 
not be in line with the aims and spirit of the Convention, in particular with regard to 
Article 5.3 of the Convention.1 

ACTION BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 

6. The Conference of the Parties is invited to consider granting observer status to the European 
Network for Smoking and Tobacco Prevention and the International Network of Women Against 
Tobacco; to defer consideration of the application by the Human Rights and Tobacco Control 
Network; and to reject the applications by the Global Acetate Manufacturers Association, the Liga 
Italiana Anti Fumo and the International Tobacco Growers Association. 

 

=     =     = 

                                                      
1 The International Tobacco Growers Association submitted the requested documentation after examination of all 

applications by the Bureau and the release of document FCTC/COP/4/2. While the information provided contains some 
activities aimed at the provision of viable alternatives to tobacco growing, the organization’s official web site and other 
available documents state that it aims to ensure the long-term security of tobacco markets and in this regard its efforts centre, 
inter alia, on elaborating strategies to stabilize supply and prices and publicizing the socioeconomic importance of tobacco in 
terms of employment, agricultural development and national economic benefits. 


