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1. The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control was adopted by the Fifty-sixth World 
Health Assembly (May 2003) by resolution WHA56.1, which requested the Director-General to 
provide the interim secretariat for the Framework Convention until such time as a permanent 
secretariat is designated and established. Since then, WHO has concentrated its efforts on providing 
technical support to Member States in their efforts to strengthen their infrastructure and take the 
necessary steps towards the signature, ratification and implementation of the Convention. Particular 
emphasis has been placed on capacity building through the preparation of policy documents, 
background manuals, reports on best practices and the organization of workshops. 

AWARENESS-RAISING WORKSHOPS AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT TO 
MEMBER STATES  

2. As part of its technical support to Member States WHO has supported several awareness-raising 
and capacity-building workshops in the regions and subregions for government policy-makers, health 
professionals and other officials involved in tobacco control, notably in Costa Rica, Egypt, Fiji, 
Kenya, Kyrgyzstan and Nepal. Consultations with parliamentarians and other concerned stakeholders 
have also been held in Argentina, Brazil, the Czech Republic and Kenya. 

3. In response to the increasing numbers of requests for technical support from countries wishing 
to ratify and implement the treaty, WHO and its partners continuously gather information on effective 
tobacco-control measures which is then disseminated widely through briefing materials, presentations 
and printed materials. 

RESEARCH AND POLICY DEVELOPMENT 

Tobacco-control economics  

4. Seven papers on the economics of tobacco control were published jointly by WHO and the 
World Bank in December 2003 as Health, Nutrition and Population papers. Six country case studies 
(Bangladesh, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand) were also published and a regional 
analysis of the effect of higher tobacco prices and taxes was undertaken in some countries of South-
East Asia. 
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5. A joint WHO/World Bank Regional Consultation on Effective Collaboration between Health 
and Financial Sectors for Tobacco Control was held in Jakarta, in December 2003, where 
representatives from the ministries of health and finance from 10 countries in the South-East Asia 
Region formulated recommendations for strengthening collaboration between different sectors of 
governments and for improving tobacco control measures. 

6. New studies on the economics of tobacco control in the Mercosur countries and associates 
(Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay) have been initiated. Other commissioned 
work includes a study on the cost of tobacco-related illnesses in Bangladesh and on poverty alleviation 
and tobacco control in Myanmar. 

Tobacco-control legislation 

7. WHO has issued a revised edition of its introductory guide to tobacco-control legislation1 as 
part of a series of national capacity background manuals intended to support countries in developing 
national tobacco-control legislation in order to implement the Framework Convention. 

Product regulation 

8. WHO has recently issued six recommendations to governments on tobacco product regulation in 
all six official languages. Initiatives for the establishment of a network of tobacco product testing 
laboratories are being considered. 

Youth-related activities and gender and tobacco 

9. Background papers focusing on revision of scientific evidence and current best practices are 
currently being drafted as background material for a consultation being planned jointly by WHO and 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (Atlanta, Georgia, United States of America) on 
effective tobacco-control measures for young people as a follow-up to the Global Youth Tobacco 
Survey. School-based interventions have been initiated as part of a project funded by the United 
Nations Foundation, focusing on tobacco-control interventions per se and as part of broader health 
promotion strategies. A WHO Fact Sheet on Gender, Health and Tobacco was published in October 
2003. Gender is being incorporated as one of the cross-cutting issues in WHO’s broader objectives. 

Tobacco cessation  

10. Tobacco-control activities are being incorporated into a large number of WHO’s areas of work. 
A revised edition of the Policy recommendations for smoking cessation has been produced.2 New 
background materials to support smoking cessation measures targeting health professionals and 
smokers are planned. 

 
1 Tobacco control legislation: an introductory guide. Geneva, World Health Organization, 2003. 
2 Policy recommendations for smoking cessation and treatment of tobacco dependence. Geneva, World Health 

Organization, 2003. 
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Environmental tobacco smoke 

11. WHO is preparing a report compiling current scientific evidence for and best practices in 
passive smoking reduction. The report will be used by a workshop organized to draft policy 
recommendations for establishing smoke-free areas. Intervention programmes to reduce childhood 
exposure to second-hand tobacco smoke have been implemented in China, Latvia, Poland and 
Vietnam. 

SURVEILLANCE AND MONITORING 

Global Youth Tobacco Survey and other survey initiatives  

12. WHO and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (Atlanta, Georgia, USA) have 
developed the Global Youth Tobacco Survey that uses a common methodology, including a five-year 
updating cycle, and core questionnaire. The survey has been completed in 112 countries, repeated in 
11, and is being run in a further 34. Eighteen countries are planning to conduct the survey in the near 
future. A global survey is also being undertaken to ascertain the use of tobacco among school 
personnel and tobacco-related policies and programmes in schools. A further global survey is being 
planned to determine tobacco use among dental, nursing, pharmacy and other health students. 

Global information system on tobacco control  

13. WHO is planning to create a global information system on tobacco-related issues, including data 
on tobacco consumption and tobacco-related policies and legislation. The regional offices are currently 
setting up a common database, which is already operational in three. 

Monitoring the tobacco industry  

14. In accordance with resolution WHA54.18 on transparency in tobacco control, WHO continues 
to support the monthly media monitoring and collection of publicly available information on tobacco 
industry activities, including research into the negative impact of the activities of certain tobacco 
corporations on public health and tobacco control. WHO also works with universities and consultants 
in the research and analysis of tobacco industry tactics globally and in selected countries. The monthly 
media monitor and other research reports are available through GLOBALink.1 

TRAINING AND CAPACITY BUILDING 

National capacity-building national projects 

15. Activities under the WHO project “Protecting youth from tobacco in five countries”, funded by 
the United Nations Foundation, are nearing completion in China, India, Kenya, Senegal and Ukraine. 
Country-level capacity-building projects have also been started through the provision of seed grants 

 
1 http://www.globalink.org. GLOBALink is an international tobacco control network managed by the International 

Union Against Cancer. 
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for the initiation or strengthening of self-sustainable tobacco-control programmes in Bangladesh and 
Timor-Leste in the South-East Asia Region, and Mozambique in the African Region of WHO. 

Regional, subregional and national meetings and workshops 

16. A national capacity-building workshop was organized in Belarus in March 2004 for 12 Russian-
speaking countries in the European Region and another in Nepal in March 2004 for six countries 
belonging to the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation. The main objectives of the 
workshops were to disseminate the results of the project “Protecting youth from tobacco in five 
countries” and discuss practical issues related to national implementation of comprehensive tobacco 
control programmes. Two more workshops are being planned for countries in West Africa and for 
Member States of ASEAN and China. 

Preparation of background material 

17. A handbook on capacity building for tobacco control focusing on practical comprehensive 
tobacco-control measures is being developed as part of WHO’s initiative “Tools for advancing tobacco 
control in the twenty-first century”. Draft versions were made available at the various awareness-
raising and capacity-building workshops. WHO is also publishing best practice reports on tobacco-
control measures. Twelve such reports have been published since June 2003 covering subjects such as 
taxation; packaging and labelling; advertising and promotion bans; mass-media campaigns; smoke-
free policies; and surveillance and monitoring. 

COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA 

World No Tobacco Day 2004 

18. World No Tobacco Day 2004 will focus on the poverty-causing, poverty-sustaining and 
exploitative labour practices related to the tobacco epidemic. WHO has produced a set of materials for 
global and regional use, and the event is to be launched in Brasília on 31 May by the Government of 
Brazil. 

Media 

19. Several press releases were issued in 2003 on the status of the Framework Convention and on 
WHO’s new initiatives. The most recent press release, in March 2004, acknowledged the one 
hundredth signature. The Tobacco Free Initiative web site1 was revised to make it more user-friendly 
and to address its new role in the post-adoption period. 

 
1 www.who.int/tobacco. 
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GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS 

Nongovernmental organizations 

20. WHO is working on a global initiative funded by the United Nations Foundation that aims to 
strengthen the capacity of nongovernmental organizations in tobacco control, particularly in 
developing countries. In February 2004 the six regional offices opened the second round of project 
applications, inviting country-level proposals from nongovernmental organizations, 69 of which have 
already received grants. The implementation and effectiveness of these projects will be monitored and 
evaluated by WHO. 

21. A meeting was organized in Geneva in January 2004 with representatives of international health 
professional organizations to explore ways in which they might increase their contribution to tobacco 
control. Participants prepared a new code of practice on tobacco control for health professional 
organizations. 

United Nations Ad Hoc Inter-Agency Task Force on Tobacco Control/United Nations 
Economic and Social Council 

22. The fifth session (Washington DC, October 2003) of the United Nations Ad Hoc Inter-Agency 
Task Force on Tobacco Control discussed the new orientation of activities following adoption of the 
Framework Convention. The broad lines of the Secretary-General’s third report on the task force to the 
Economic and Social Council were discussed. 

WHO Study Group on Tobacco Product Regulation 

23. The sixth meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee on Tobacco Product Regulation (Goa, 
India, September 2003) produced the Recommendation on Tobacco Product Research and Testing 
Capacity: Guiding Principles and Proposed Protocols to Initiate Product Testing. The Director-General 
confirmed the Committee’s status as a study group as from November 2003. It will henceforth be 
known as the WHO Study Group on Tobacco Product Regulation. 

WHO collaborating centres for tobacco control 

24. In order to strengthen its network of collaborating centres in the areas of tobacco control and the 
prevention of noncommunicable diseases (currently eight centres), WHO is planning a meeting at the 
WHO Collaborating Centre for Tobacco Control in Heidelberg (Germany) in the second half of 2004. 

 

=     =     = 


