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1. Introduction 

The second regional consultation on establishing a 
postgraduate course in medical entomology and vector control was 
held in Cairo, Egypt on 3–4 April 2007. The objectives of the 
consultation were to: 

• Review, finalize and endorse the course curriculum 
• Review the implementation of the course curriculum by 

allocating facilitators and developing a detailed teaching 
timetable 

• Discuss and finalize all outstanding administrative and 
logistical issues relevant to the course implementation 

• Estimate the course fees based on the agreed curriculum. 

A total of 21 participants attended the consultation, 
representing different academic and research institutions within and 
outside the Region as well as the WHO secretariat. The opening 
remarks were made by Dr Jaouad Mahjour, Acting Director, 
Communicable Disease Control, WHO/EMRO. He highlighted the 
importance of re-assessing the adequacy of proposed hosting 
institutions in relation to the teaching capacity of the different 
modules of the curriculum as well as other administrative and 
logistical issues. Dr Abraham Mnzava, Regional Adviser, Vector 
Control, WHO/EMRO, reviewed the progress since the first 
meeting. Although most of the planned activities had been 
implemented, a number of them had not been, especially those 
related to administrative issues by one of the proposed host 
institutions. It was therefore unlikely that the course would begin in 
September 2007. 

The consultation comprised technical presentations, 
discussions and group work. During the working group sessions, one 
group looked at the establishment of a steering committee for the 
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degree programme and the second group reviewed the plan of action 
for implementation of the degree programme. 

2. Summary of discussions 

Discussions on the detailed curriculum (describing the 
different modules) emphasized the robustness of the course, its 
uniqueness (the only course with a built-in field work component), 
the need for the course to constantly evolve and the need for routine 
external validation. With regard to Ain Shams University, one of the 
proposed host institutions, it was proposed that the course be 
awarded to either the Faculty of Science or the Institute of 
Environmental Health; a credit hour system be adopted to overcome 
the problem of course duration in relation to national laws; and 
linkages be established with a UK-based university. At present the 
university is unable to provide a detailed teaching timetable or 
assign local facilitators and it is unclear how finances in the form of 
fees could be channelled to respective departments. 

Strengths of the University of Gezira, the other proposed host 
institution, include previous experience in teaching medical 
entomology and vector control, availability of national facilitators 
from different institutions and full support of the university 
administration for the proposed degree programme. However, to 
participate in awarding a joint degree programme, additional 
modules would need to be taught in Sudan – in addition to the field 
work. It was proposed that the field work module run from October 
to February to coincide with the transmission season of some of the 
vector diseases. There are good opportunities available for 
collaboration between the proposed course and an international 
Master’s degree programme in entomology that was launched in 
Benin in October 2006. For example the Benin course could benefit 



WHO-EM/MAL/344/E 
Page 3 

in the area of programme management in exchange for lectures in 
the area of insecticide resistance monitoring and management. 

The course fees for the agreed curriculum were estimated 
based on implementation in the two institutions (Ain Shams, 
modules 1, 2 and 3; Gezira, modules 4, 5 and 6). The combined 
estimated total cost is approximately US$ 20 000 per student, with a 
minimum number of 15 students per batch. Of this amount, 
approximately US$ 8000 is estimated as tuition fee. It is 
recommended that countries budget for about US$ 30 000 as total 
fellowship during the next biennium to cover stipend, travel, 
stationery etc. 

The composition of the Steering Committee for the launching 
phase of the programme is as follows: two from each university 
(A.A. Gibreel and O.K. Saeed, Gezira; A. Salem and A. Elshafei, 
Ain Shams); A. Mnzava, WHO; J.M. Hougard, IME; M. Cameron, 
LSTHM; G. Majori, ISS and M. Coetzee, NICD. It was proposed 
that the committee also serve as the examination board. A. Gibreel 
(Gezira University) and A. Elshafei (Ain Shams University) were 
designated as the focal persons for the day-to-day running of the 
course. It was proposed that the Steering Committee be chaired by 
WHO. WHO will also organize and host the first meeting in April 
2008, to be rotated later in Gezira and Ain Shams universities with 
two meetings a year. The following are the proposed terms of 
reference for the Steering Committee. 

• Oversee quality control, coordination and endorsement of the 
course 

• Carry out donor profiling for course resource mobilization 
• Participate in the selection of course participants 
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• Participate in the selection of internal and external facilitators 
through a transparent process with submission of CVs of 
potential facilitators 

• Approve the course budget 
• Advertise the course 

The plan of action for implementation of the degree 
programme is as follows. 

 

Activity Responsibility Time-frame 
Finalize report of the second 
consultation 

WHO/EMRO April 2007 

Incorporate all the comments raised 
during the current meeting regarding 
the curriculum 

Steering Committee April 2007 

Develop a detailed teaching 
timetable 

Ain Shams/ Gezira 
universities 

May 2007 

Finalize all the staffing and financial 
needs for the course 

WHO/Steering 
Committee 

May 2007 

Receive feedback on teaching 
timetable with names of facilitators 
and formal response of agreement 
from hosting institutions 

Ain Shams/ Gezira 
universities 

May 2007 

Include cost for fellowship during 
collaborative planning for the 2008–
2009 biennium 

WHO/ Member 
States 

June 2007 

Conduct independent assessment for 
hosting institutes preparedness 

WHO/EMRO July 2007 

Develop and sign a memorandum of 
understanding between WHO and 
the two hosting institutions 

WHO and the two 
institutions 

September 2007 

Present a progress report of the first 
and second consultation to the 54th 

Regional Director October 2007 
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Regional Committee meeting in 
Khartoum 
Announce course through 
appropriate channels 

Steering Committee December 2007 

Send course announcement to 
countries and to other regions of 
WHO 

WHO/EMRO December 2007 

Select candidates Selection Committee, 
Steering Committee 

February 2008 

Develop donor profiles and mobilize 
resources  

Steering Committee Ongoing 

Explore the possibility for 
international recognition of the 
course by other academic 
institutions 

Steering Committee Ongoing 

Course begins All concerned June 2008 

 

3. Recommendations 

1. Ain Shams University should address the outstanding 
administrative issues without further delay and demonstrate 
full commitment to jointly hosting the course. 

2. The host institutions should provide to WHO/EMRO the final 
detailed teaching timetable for the modules assigned by May 
2007. 

3. WHO/EMRO should facilitate the conduct of an independent 
assessment of host institution preparedness by July 2007. 

4. Given the uniqueness and robustness of the course with its 
field work component, it is recommended that the course 
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should begin in June 2008. This will allow field work to 
coincide with the transmission season of the local disease 
vectors. 

5. In line with resolution EM/RC52.R6 (2005), which proposed 
the establishment of this degree course, a report on progress in 
establishing the degree course should be distributed to 
Member States during the 54th Session of the Regional 
Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean in October 2007. 

6. In line with resolution EM/RC52.R6 (2005), Member States 
should include a fellowship in medical entomology and vector 
control in the range of US$ 30 000 during collaborative 
planning with WHO for the 2008–2009 biennium. 

7. The Steering Committee should develop donor profiles and 
mobilize resources to supplement the resources available for 
implementing the course. The Committee should also explore 
all options necessary to ensure that the course begins in June 
2008 without undue delay. 

8. Once all outstanding administrative and logistical issues are 
resolved, host institutions in collaboration with WHO/EMRO 
should prepare a Memorandum of Understanding to be signed 
not later than September 2007. 


