
Countries have been advised to update 

their Polio Outbreak Preparedness and 

Response Plan and conduct simulation 

exercises to ensure that they are ready 

for any outbreak; be it due to the Wild 

Polio Virus (WPV) or Vaccine Derived 

Polio Virus (VDPV). This was during 

the 20th ICCC meeting for the three 

countries, Lesotho. South Africa and 

Swaziland recently held at Happy Valley 

Hotel in Ezulwini, Swaziland on 27 to 

28 February 2017. The meeting was pre-

ceded by a half a day sensitisation work-

shop for private medical practitioners on 

Polio Eradication and in particular Acute 

Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) surveillance.  Dr 

Samuel Okiror and Dr Charles Byabam-

azima from the WHO IST office provid-

ed technical support for this meeting.  

The ICCC was created in 2003 to help 

address polio certification issues that are 

common to the three neighbouring coun-

tries. This committee meets once a year, 

rotating venues from country-to-country, 

which enables them to share polio eradi-

cation experiences including new devel-

opments.  

The purpose of the ICCC meeting was to 

update participants on the current global 

and regional status of polio eradication, 

milestones and implications for eradica-

tion in the sub-region; review individual 

country progress on polio eradication 

and certification activities with particular 

attention to the upcoming phase 2 labor-

atory containment and lastly review 

compliance of the polio outbreak prepar-

edness and response plans to the latest 

WHO Standard Operating Procedures 

for the three countries.  

 

The 20th ICCC meeting was officially 

opened by the Director of Health Ser-

vices Dr Vusi Magagula who was repre-

sented by his deputy Dr Velephi Okello. 

Dr Magagula started by congratulating 

the three countries for achieving polio 

free status. This follows that Swaziland 

and Lesotho were certified polio free by 

the African Regional Certification Com-

mittee (ARCC) in 2005, followed by 

South Africa in 2006.   

 

In his remarks, Dr Magagula commend-

ed the frontline health workers who are 

the pillars on which the polio eradication 

programmes are built. He noted that they 

have immensely contributed to the great 

reduction in polio incidence, through 

expanding routine immunisation which 

is the  best defence against polio in any 

country.  

“Today we celebrate the final chapter of 

polio in the region. It is important that 

we do not close this book yet and contin-

ue to look at lessons learnt. For instance; 

the value of building community owner-

ship of child health programmes, or the 

impact of a convergent inter-sectoral 

approach between polio and routine im-

munisation, promoting handwashing 

with soap, addressing open defaecation 

as well as exclusive breastfeeding,” he 

said. 
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Dr Velephi Okello addressing the meeting on behalf of the DHS while WHO HPR Dr 

Kevin Makadzange, Deputy Director of Health Services-Public Health Rejoice Nkambule 

and UNICEF’s Joyce Mphaya look on during the official opening of the 20th ICCC meet-

ing at Happy Valley Hotel, Ezulwini. 



Adding the Director said: “We have also 

engaged traditional leaders in the fight 

against polio. We have realised the pow-

er of advocacy, communication and so-

cial mobilisation when done diligently to 

all public. Unfortunately polio remains 

on our doorstep, so our house must re-

main clean.” He further urged countries 

to ensure that parents understand the 

need to continue immunising their chil-

dren against polio. He said countries 

should also use the polio assets and ex-

perience to continually build routine 

immunisation coverage.  

“Polio was once a disease feared world-

wide and even in the three countries, 

striking suddenly and paralysing mainly 

children for life. But today I am glad to 

remind you that through the Global Polio 

Eradication Initiative, the largest private-

public partnership for health, Polio is 

almost defeated,” said WHO Repre-

sentative Dr Tigest Ketsela Mengestu. 

 

The Initiative's goal is to reach every last 

child with polio vaccine and ensure a 

polio-free world for future generations. 

Since the launch of the initiative in 1988, 

the global incidence of polio has been 

reduced by 99% and the number of 

countries with endemic polio from 125 

to three (Afghanistan, Nigeria and Paki-

stan). Of note is the fact that the year 

2016 ended with the fewest polio cases 

in the fewest countries ever - from 

350,000 cases in 1988, to only 37 cases 

in 2016. “The world is indeed closer 

than ever to polio eradication,” Dr 

Mengestu said. She however, cautioned 

the three countries that as long as there is 

circulation of WPV or VDPV in the 

world or and in the region everybody is 

at risk of importation of the virus, hence 

she urged all to remain vigilant.   

The ICCC meeting, on another note 

raised concern about the recent VDPV 

event reported in Mozambique. This is 

despite that Mozambique was certified 

polio free in 2016, an event has been 

reported in the Northern part of the 

country, bordering Malawi. Of concern 

to the ICCC was that two of its members 

– Swaziland and South Africa share bor-

ders with Mozambique. The meeting 

therefore, stressed the need for cross 

border collaboration in strengthening 

AFP surveillance in the three countries.  

 

During the recent meetings of the ICCC 

the polio eradication and endgame stra-

tegic plan has been the subject of discus-

sion among these countries. Opportuni-

ties of the meetings are also used to dis-

cuss threat of wild poliovirus and VDPV 

importation from countries with on-

going transmission and how to mitigate 

the risk posed. The meeting also provid-

ed an opportunity for the assessment and 

review of the status of implementation of 

country’s plan of action, 2016 and up-

dating.  

During the official closing of the meet-

ing Ms Rejoice Nkambule, the Deputy 

Director Public Health proposed raising 

the profile of polio eradication to another 

level from the intercountry to the South-

ern African Development Community 

(SADC) ministerial meeting. She retali-

ated that Swaziland is the current chair, 

hence will initiate the process of advo-

cating that polio eradication becomes a 

standing agenda in these meetings.  
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Dr Samuel Okiror and Dr Charles Byabam-

azima from the WHO IST  during the meeting  

Participants from South Africa (top) Lesotho 

(middle) and Swaziland following proceed-

ings during the 20th ICCC meeting  at Hap-

py Valley Hotel 


