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Raise taxes on tobacco is the focus of this year’s World No Tobacco Day.  

Higher taxes on tobacco bring revenue for the government and for health programmes. 

Higher taxes reduce tobacco use. 

Higher taxes mean healthier communities and healthier economies.  

A sound policy with a powerful impact!  

The Eastern Mediterranean Region has the second lowest average for cigarette prices. In 

some countries, a cigarette pack can be sold for less than one US dollar.  

It is high time we acted to change this situation.   

Raising taxes on tobacco is an international legal obligation, clearly defined in the WHO 

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control and the United Nations Political Declaration on 

the Prevention and Control of Non-communicable Diseases. It is a tool that helps countries 

reduce the burden of tobacco-related noncommunicable diseases, such as cardiovascular 

diseases and cancer. 

Evidence clearly shows that higher taxes work. A 10% increase in tobacco prices has been 

shown to reduce tobacco consumption in different countries by 4 to 5%.  

By raising tobacco taxes, we can reduce tobacco use and prevent young people from starting 

to smoke. 
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But we face a great challenge in making use of this policy in our region.  

Raising taxes on tobacco requires that effective taxation and tobacco control policies are in 

place to prevent interference by the tobacco industry.  

The tobacco industry will fight back against higher taxes on their products claiming that 

tobacco smuggling will increase. The tobacco industry will argue that this undermines 

government efforts to reduce tobacco use and raise revenues. They will ask to keep the status 

quo. 

In this respect, we must resist such attempts and give a strong response, using all the facts at 

our disposal, as well as international experience. The evidence favouring higher taxes is 

clear-cut. Governments can rest assured and hold their ground. 

Tobacco smuggling is controllable, through solid governance, monitoring and 

implementation of tobacco control laws.  

On this World No Tobacco Day, WHO calls on its Member States to tax all tobacco products, 

and to raise existing taxes on all tobacco products. These are integral steps to controlling 

tobacco use and improving public health.  

Let us use this year’s World No Tobacco Day to renew our commitment to saving lives lost 

to tobacco. 

 


