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Ministerial Round Table: 

 

Health in the post-2015 development agenda 

The status of agreement on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a whole, and the 

health SDG more specifically, is outlined.  

The process for finalizing the SDGs, and agreeing on the monitoring framework, targets 

and indicators for the SDGs, including health, is summarized. 

The attached working paper to be presented to the Ministerial Round Table was 

submitted to the High-Level Preparatory (HLP) Meeting for its review. The recommendations 

of the HLP meeting were as follows. 

Action by Member States 

 Participate in the evolving SDG development and finalization process culminating in the 

discussion at the UN General Assembly, and consider potential impacts on current and 

planned health financing and monitoring, to be discussed during the Round Table. 

Action by WHO Regional Office 

 Have a flexible Round Table format for ministers on health in the Post-2015 

Development Agenda, based on the suggested issues for discussion in the working paper. 
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Introduction 

 Negotiations on the post-2015 development agenda and its sustainable development 

goals (SDGs) are almost complete. This has been an intergovernmental process, in contrast 

to the more technocratic UN-led approach for the MDGs. The Special Summit on Sustainable 

Development in September 2015 will adopt the post-2015 development agenda.  

 The SDGs are more ambitious than the MDGs. There are 17 SDGs - in contrast to eight 

MDGs. The aim is to encourage an integrated approach to sustainable development, with a 

focus on the most vulnerable. A common phrase being used is ‘leave no-one behind’.  

 Health is quite well placed. The single overarching health goal is to “Ensure healthy lives and 

promote well-being for all at all ages”. Health is linked to many other goals such as poverty 

reduction; hunger relief and nutrition; safer cities; lower inequality; affordable and clean 

energy, clean water and sanitation.  

 The health goal has 13 targets, in four categories: the unfinished MDG agenda; 

noncommunicable disease and injuries, health systems and social determinants of health. 

(Annex 1) 

 Financing for development. The Third International Conference on Financing for 

Development will be in Addis Ababa in July 2015. This will assess progress with 

implementation of the 2002 Monterey Consensus and the 2008 Doha Declaration. 

Discussions on the outcome document (the Addis Ababa Accord) are ongoing. The focus is on 

means of implementation, and also whether economic issues such as debt relief should be 

included. 

 Indicator framework for SDG monitoring. The UN Statistical Commission has been given 

this complex task, and will deliver indicators by March 2016. There are currently 169 

indicators for the 17 goals, but many want less than 100. There is more emphasis on 

disaggregated indicators than there was with the MDGs. There are concerns about the 

excessive reporting burden. 

 Health monitoring is more advanced than for many other goals  

– Almost 100 targets and indicators from existing World Health Assembly resolutions; a 

Global Reference List of 100 Core Indicators is agreed by all key health development 

agencies and countries. (Annex 1) 

– Country M&E: typically 30–50 indicators used to monitor national health plan.  

What has WHO been doing? 

 In SEAR, the Regional Director’s seven flagship priorities fit well with the SDG agenda. 

They will remain a sound framework for advancing health development in the Region. 

 Financing for development All Member States will attend the Conference in Addis Ababa. 

The WHO delegation will reinforce the message that health is an essential part of the 

development agenda and needs to be properly resourced.  
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 SDG monitoring framework. WHO is actively engaged with the UN Statistical Commission. 

It has submitted detailed comments on the proposed health indicators to the Interagency and 

Expert Group on SDG Indicators. 

 UHC is the platform to promote and monitor an integrated health agenda post-2015. 

UHC is one of the Regional Director’s flagship priorities, supported by resolutions of the 

Regional Committee as well as the UN General Assembly. WHO and the World Bank have 

published an updated UHC monitoring framework. A global summit on measurement and 

accountability for health results was held 9–11 June in Washington DC. There was consensus 

on a roadmap for improving health monitoring and accountability over the next 15 years. 

Possible points for discussion during the Ministerial Round Table 

1. SDG goal for health: do the goal and its 13 targets well reflect the critical health challenges 

faced by SEAR Member States today and in the future? 

2. Financing the SDG for health: how do you see the links between the SDG financing 

dialogue and current efforts to mobilize domestic resources for health, and improve financial 

risk protection?  

3. How to make progress: What opportunities and challenges do you anticipate in making 

progress on the SDG for health? To what extent do your national policies and priorities 

already indicate what steps your country is taking over the next five years, which will 

contribute to achieving the SDG for health by 2030? 

4. How to monitor progress? What opportunities and challenges do you anticipate in 

monitoring progress on the SDG for health, using national information systems?  
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Annex 1 

Sustainable Development Health Goal and its 13 Targets 

 

 


