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Members in arrears in the payment of their 
contributions to an extent which would justify 

invoking Article 7 of the Constitution 

Georgia's request for restoration of voting rights 

Report by the Director-General 

This document transmits a letter received on 7 May 1996 from the Minister of Health of 
Georgia to the Director-General concerning Georgia's request for restoration of voting 
rights for consideration by the Health Assembly in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 7 of the Constitution and Health Assembly resolution WHA48.6. 

1. Article 7 of the Constitution of WHO reads as follows: 

If a Member fails to meet its financial obligations to the Organization or in other exceptional 

circumstances, the Health Assembly may, on such conditions as it thinks proper, suspend the voting 

privileges and services to which a Member is entitled. The Health Assembly shall have the authority 

to restore such voting privileges and services. 

2. The voting rights of Georgia will be suspended as from the opening of the Forty-ninth World Health 

Assembly pursuant to resolution WHA48.6 adopted by the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly in May 1995， 

operative paragraph 6(3) of which reads as follows: 

that this decision shall be without prejudice to the right of any Member to request restoration 

of its voting privileges in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution. 

3. In a letter to the Director-General received on 7 May 1996, the Minister of Health of Georgia requested 

that, in view of the situation prevailing in his country as described in his letter, the voting rights of Georgia 

should be restored. The full text of the letter is attached as an Annex for consideration by the Forty-ninth 

World Health Assembly in accordance with the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution and Health 

Assembly resolution WHA48.6. 



A49/32 

ANNEX 

TEXT OF LETTER RECEIVED ON 7 MAY 1996 FROM THE MINISTER OF 
HEALTH OF GEORGIA TO THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF WHO 
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Dear Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to your letter of 15 December 1995， 

concerning the payment for the membership of the World Health 

Organization. 

As you are aware the economical situation in the country is still 

very difficult. Only 14 mln lari i.e. 2,8 lari (2,5 USD) per capita/year 

was allocated in 1996 at the State Budget. It is obvious that the 

Government would appreciate that the country is considered active 

participant at the World Health Assembly. In view of this we would be 

the most grateful to request the Director General to submit the request 

for restoration of voting rights to the forty ninth World Health 

Assembly. 

Please accept, Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration. 
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A. Jorbenadze, 

/Minister. 
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III. FUTURE ACTIVITIES 

12. Subjects needing special attention now and in the future are leukaemia and other effects in the clean-up 

operators, and thyroid cancer among people who were children at the time of the accident. 

13. Increases in the incidence of thyroid cancer will probably persist for several decades. While it is not 

possible to predict this with certainty from current data, the estimated number of thyroid cancers among those 

who were children in 1986 is in the range of a few thousand. The number of fatalities will be much lower 

provided the cancer is diagnosed in the early stage and appropriate treatment is given. This group should 

therefore continue to be closely monitored. 

14. The IPHECA Management Committee endorsed the projects on "accident recovery workers" and "dose 

reconstruction" and recommended the continuation of the "thyroid" project. It also recommended a search 

for above-average occurrence of cancers other than leukaemia and thyroid cancer, determination of the 

structure and periodicity of prevalence, morbidity and mortality in the residents of radiocontaminated 

territories, and thorough investigation of psychosocial and genetic effects. Significant additional funding 

would be needed for completion of all planned activities. 

IV. MATTERS FOR THE PARTICULAR ATTENTION OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

15. The Health Assembly is invited to consider the following draft resolution: 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolutions 45/190 and 50/134 of the United Nations General Assembly and resolution 

1990/50 of the United Nations Economic and Social Council on international cooperation in activities 

relating to the Chernobyl accident; 

Recalling decision WHA41(9) of the Forty-first World Health Assembly authorizing the 

Organization to accede to the conventions concerning nuclear accidents; 

Recalling resolution WHA44.36 of 16 May 1991 on "International programme on the health 

effects of the Chernobyl accident"; 

Noting the reports by the Director-General to the Forty-ninth World Health Assembly on the 

International Programme to mitigate the Health Effects of the Chernobyl Accident (IPHECA)1 and to 

the ninety-fifth session of the Executive Board on the same subject;2 

Mindful of the severity of the accident and its grave implications for human health, especially 

the sharp increase in thyroid cancer as reported at the WHO International Conference on the Health 

Consequences of the Chernobyl and other Radiological Accidents (Geneva, 20-23 November 1995), the 

European Union Conference on the Radiological Consequences of the Chernobyl Accident (Minsk, 

18-22 March 1996)，and the International Conference "One Decade after Chernobyl: Summing up the 

Consequences of the Accident" jointly co-sponsored by the European Commission, WHO and IAEA, 

(Vienna, 8-12 April 1996); 

1 Document A49/31. 

2 Document EB95/30. 
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Noting with appreciation the work already being done by WHO and other international 

organizations to monitor and mitigate the adverse effects of the Chernobyl accident, and the support 

being given by Member States, 

1. URGES Member States to participate actively in and to provide further support for the 

implementation of the International Programme to mitigate the Health Effects of the Chernobyl 

Accident; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to continue the implementation of the International Programme, in particular to build on 

the foundation of the pilot projects in the further development, validation and strengthening of 

methods, instruments and expertise; 

(2) to give emphasis to the monitoring and mitigation of long-term health effects in highly 

exposed groups, including accident recovery workers and children and other residents of areas 

heavily contaminated with radioactive materials; 

(3) to seek to mitigate other significant health effects that are not radiation-induced but are 

attributable to the accident, including psychosocial and psychosomatic effects; 

(4) to continue close collaboration with other competent international organizations, including 

organizations of the United Nations system, in the further development and implementation of 

the International Programme. 


