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Resolution WHA48.14 requested the Executive Board to examine whether the WHO 
Constitution needs to be revised and, if so, how best the revision should proceed. This 
document summarizes the progress achieved. 

1. The Forty-eighth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA48.14 requested the Executive Board to 

examine "whether all parts of the Constitution of the World Health Organization remain appropriate and 

relevant; and if the Executive Board concludes there is a need for a review of the Constitution, to consider 

how best the review of the Constitution should be taken forward". The Director-General was requested to 

report to the Forty-ninth World Health Assembly on progress achieved. The present document has 

accordingly been prepared to inform the Health Assembly of action taken so far. 

2. In order to assist the Executive Board in its task of examining at its ninety-seventh session the issues 

presented to it by resolution WHA48.14,1 the Director-General prepared a short document identifying various 

substantive issues that had been raised over the years in documents and debates of the Board and the Health 

Assembly concerning the Constitution (document EB97/9). The document dealt with four broad headings: 

(1) the functions of the Organization, (2) regional arrangements, (3) the organs of WHO and (4) financial 

matters. The purpose of the document was not to propose solutions, but rather simply to identify issues and 

stimulate discussion. 

3. The Board felt that consideration should first be given to WHO's current and future mission and in turn 

its functions, before consideration could be given to whether specific parts of the Constitution were in need 

of amendment. It accordingly took the following decision: 

The Executive Board, noting the report of the Director-General on the review of the Constitution of the 

World Health Organization, and taking into account the continuing process of global change, decided 

to establish a special group of six members of the Executive Board (one from each region) and its 

Chairman to undertake an examination of the Constitution, giving priority to consideration of WHO's 

mission and functions; and to request the special group to report to the Board at its ninety-ninth 
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session, through the Programme Development Committee and the Administration, Budget and Finance 

Committee, on its deliberations on WHO ’s mission and functions and to advise on any provisions of 

the Constitution that may need further examination with a view to possible revision. 1  
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4. The Health Assembly is invited to take note of the progress made in considering whether there is a need 

to revise the Constitution. 
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