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INTRODUCTION 

1. On the opening day of the Forty-seventh World Health Assembly (May 1994) the voting privileges of 

South Africa were restored by virtue of resolution WHA47.1. The Health Assembly also decided to defer 

consideration of the question of the arrears of contributions due by South Africa in respect of the period 1966 

to 1993，during which its voting rights were suspended, until the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly (May 

1995). Following a request received from the Minister of Health of South Africa, the Forty-eighth World 

Health Assembly decided to leave the matter in abeyance for a further year until such time as discussions in 

New York on South Africa's financial obligations to the United Nations system in general were completed. 

The Director-General' s reports to the Forty-seventh and Forty-eighth World Health Assemblies on the subject 

of South Africa's arrears are available on request.1 

STATUS IN THE UNITED NATIONS 

2. The question of the arrears of contributions due by South Africa to the United Nations was discussed 

by the United Nations General Assembly at its fiftieth session during the second half of 1995. On 

15 December 1995 the General Assembly adopted resolution 50/83 which recognized that, owing to the 

exceptional circumstances arising from apartheid, South Africa had requested not to be held liable for 

contributions relating to the period from 30 September 1974 to 23 June 1994, that the General Assembly had 

taken a moral and political decision to exclude South Africa from participation in its work，and that that 

exclusion was unprecedented. It therefore accepted South Africa's request not to pay its contributions during 

that period. The General Assembly welcomed South Africa's decision to waive any credits that it would have 

received from budgetary surpluses retained for that period, and decided that the resulting net amount of South 

Africa's unpaid arrears would be offset by other Member States' share of credits in undistributed budgetary 

surpluses. It also decided that the decision relating to the waiver by Member States of their share of 

budgetary surplus credits in order to cover the South African unpaid arrears of contributions was due to 

unique and exceptional circumstances arising from apartheid and should under no circumstances constitute 

a precedent. 

Documents A47/38, and A48/21 and A48/21 Add.l. 



A49/10 

STATUS IN WHO 

3. In WHO the assessed contributions of South Africa for the period 1966 to 1993 were placed in the 

undistributed reserve and were therefore not required for financing of effective working budgets during that 

period. Thus, if the Health Assembly were to decide to follow the principles in the decision taken by the 

United Nations General Assembly in respect of the debt due to the United Nations, South Africa's unpaid 

arrears in WHO would be offset by the corresponding amount in the undistributed reserve. 

4. As concerns South Africa's assessed contributions for the period following restoration of its voting 

rights in WHO, the Director-General is pleased to inform the Health Assembly that South Africa has paid 

its contributions for 1994，1995 and 1996 in full and on time, and that these payments have been applied 

exceptionally to current contributions, without any intention of prejudging the outcome of decisions in respect 

of unpaid arrears concerning the period 1966 to 1993. 

MATTERS FOR THE PARTICULAR ATTENTION OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

5. In view of the above, the Health Assembly may wish to consider and to decide upon the question of 

the arrears of contributions of South Africa for the period 1966 to 1993. 


