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Review and approval of the reports of the 
Executive Board on its ninety-sixth and 

ninety-seventh sessions 

In conformity with decision EB66(1), the representatives of the Executive Board to the 
Forty-ninth World Health Assembly present in this document a summary of the work of the 
Board at its ninety-sixth and ninety-seventh sessions. An oral statement will also be made 
to the Health Assembly on the action taken by the Board at the two sessions. 

NINETY-SIXTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD (15-16 May 1995) 

1. At its ninety-sixth session the Executive Board continued its follow-up of implementation of 

recommendations on the W H O response to global change which it had begun at its ninety-third session. 

It adopted decisions on the development of a W H O worldwide management information system and on 

the report of the development team on programme development and management. 

2. The Board adopted resolutions on amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution calling on 

the Forty-ninth World Health Assembly to consider an increase in the membership of the Executive Board, 

and on amendments to the Staff Rules, concerning the appointment of close relations, including spouses. 

NINETY-SEVENTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD (15-24 January 1996) 

3. At its ninety-seventh session the Board considered a series of reports on W H O reform and response 

to global change. In resolution EB97.R2 on implementation of recommendations on the W H O response 

to global change, the Board requests the Director-General to follow up continually the process of reform in 

WHO and to ensure "outcome-oriented" reporting. 

4. The Board discussed the revised report of the development team on the role of W H O country offices 

and adopted a decision which requests the Director-General to undertake a number o f steps to improve the 

functioning of WHO country offices and to report to the ninety-eighth session of the Board on progress in 

the implementation of the decision as well as on progress in the implementation of resolution WHA48.3 on 

intensified cooperation with countries in greatest need. 
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5. Following consideration of the report of the development team on WHO's personnel policy,1 the 

Board adopted resolution EB97.R11 on development of appropriate staffing patterns and the selection 

and recruitment of staff. The resolution requests the Director-General to ensure that the personnel practices 

enable the Organization to realize its best operational and technical capacity, to provide management training 

for senior staff and country representatives, and to ensure the optimal ratio of general service to professional 

staff. The resolution calls for reports on staffing patterns and implementation of recommendations on 

personnel policy at the ninety-eighth and ninety-ninth sessions of the Board, respectively. 

6. In resolution EB97.R4 on budgetary reform, the Board requests the Director-General to send a report 

to members of the Board in late March 1996 on the financial situation of the Organization and on the 

income/expenditure projections for 1996-1997. The resolution also endorses the proposal to transfer 2% of 

resources in 1998-1999 to country programmes, one-half for HIV/AIDS activities and one-half for diseases 

that can be eliminated or eradicated in countries of greatest need. The resolution further requests the 

Director-General to convene a meeting of designated members of the Board in May 1996 for the purpose of 

making recommendations on the priorities for the 1998-1999 biennium. Finally, it makes a number of 

recommendations and requests related to "managerial process". 

7. In response to resolution WHA48.14 on review of the Constitution of W H O , the Director-General 

provided a report to the Board2 which identified "various possible amendments to the Constitution" and 

described "the process of amending the Constitution". The Board adopted decision EB97(11) which 

establishes a special group to undertake an examination of the Constitution, giving priority to consideration 

of WHO's mission and functions. The decision calls for a report to the Board at its ninety-ninth session. 

8. In response to a request from a Member State and a member of the Executive Board, the Board 

considered a report on the reassignment of Member States to regions, which included the views of the 

regional committees. The Board adopted resolution EB97.R3 which recommends a resolution on the matter 

to the Health Assembly. 

9. The Board considered the report of the ad hoc group established at its ninety-fifth session to consider 

options for nomination and terms of office of the Director-General as well as types and forms of information 

to be furnished to the Board at the time of appointment of Regional Directors.3 The Board adopted 

resolution EB97.R10 which identifies the criteria the candidate nominated for the post of Director-General 

should fulfil and which amends Rule 52 of its Rules of Procedure concerning the nomination process. The 

resolution also recommends to the Health Assembly that it amend its Rules of Procedure concerning the terms 

of appointment of the Director-General. 

10. The Board considered 11 progress reports submitted as requested by previous resolutions and decisions. 

It adopted seven new resolutions on these matters, six of which recommend new resolutions for adoption by 

the Health Assembly. 

11. Resolution EB97.R1 on strengthening nursing and midwifery recommends a resolution to the Health 

Assembly urging Member States to involve nurses and midwives in the development of national health policy, 

and inter alia, to monitor progress towards the attainment of targets, in particular, the effective use of nurses 

and midwives in priority health areas. 

1 See document EB97/1996/REC/1, Annex 2. 

2 See document EB97/1996/REC/1, Annex 6. 

3 See document EB97/1996/REC/1, Annex 1. 
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12. Resolution EB97.R14 recommends to the Health Assembly a resolution on the revised drug strategy, 

which urges Member States to increase efforts to promote the rational use of drugs and requests the Director-

General to support Member States in their efforts. 

13. Resolution EB97.R6 recommends to the Health Assembly a resolution on occupational health which 

endorses a global strategy for occupational health for all. 

14. The Board adopted two resolutions on tobacco or health: 

resolution EB97.R7 recommends a resolution endorsing the plan of action for the W H O programme 

on tobacco or health for 1996-2000; 

resolution EB97.R8 recommends a resolution requesting the Director-General to initiate the 

development of an international framework convention for tobacco control. 

15. Resolution EB97.R9 recommends to the Health Assembly a resolution on prevention and control of 

iodine deficiency disorders which reaffirms the goal of eliminating iodine deficiency disorders as a major 

public health problem in all countries by the year 2000. 

16. The Board adopted a resolution (EB97.R13) on infant and young child nutrition. The resolution 

notes the progress made since the last report on the matter in 1994，stresses the continued need to implement 

fully the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes, and decides that every second biennial 

report (required in resolution WHA33.32) should be a comprehensive report, starting in 1998. 

17. A decision on time-limit for reporting on the implementation of specific resolutions (decision 

EB97(2)) was adopted. In this decision, the Board requests the Director-General to study and report on the 

relevance of reporting requirements in existing resolutions and decides that any reporting requirement in new 

resolutions should be limited to a call for a report at a specific time and that any further report must be 

requested in a subsequent resolution or decision. 

18. Following consideration of a report on smallpox eradication - destruction of variola virus stocks, 

the Board adopted resolution EB97.R24 which recommends that the remaining stocks of variola virus be 

destroyed on 30 June 1999，after a decision has been taken by the World Health Assembly. 

19. The Board adopted six resolutions relating to collaboration within the United Nations and with other 

intergovernmental organizations. Five of these resolutions recommend resolutions to the Health Assembly: 

resolution EB97.R5 concerns the supply of controlled drugs for emergency care; 

resolution EB97.R15 deals with the W H O policy on collaboration with partners for health 

development; 

resolution EB97.R16 is on the orientation of W H O policy in support of African recovery and 

development; 

resolution EB97.R17 concerns the strengthening of coordination of emergency humanitarian 

assistance; and 

resolution EB97.R19 concerns the Joint United Nations Programme on H IV /A IDS (UNAIDS). 
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In resolution EB97.R18 on the International Decade of the World ' s Indigenous People, the Board requests 

the Director-General to designate a focal point for the Decade and to submit to the Forty-ninth World Health 

Assembly a proposal for a programme of action for the Decade. 

20. In the administration, budget and finance area, the Board adopted decisions on a review of W H O 

procurement policy (decision EB97(3)) and on Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions 

(decision EB97(14)). The Board also adopted a resolution (EB97.R12) on employment and participation 

of women in the work of W H O , which recommends a resolution to the Health Assembly; a resolution on 

transfers between sections of the appropriation resolution for the financial period 1996-1997 

(EB97.R20);1 and resolutions on the status of collections of assessed contributions (EB97.R21)2 and Real 

Estate Fund (EB97.R22), both of which recommend resolutions to the Health Assembly. 

21. The full texts of all decisions and resolutions adopted by the Board are contained in document 

EB97/1996/REC/1. 

22. The ninety-eighth session of the Board will be convened on Monday, 27 May 1996，at WHO 

headquarters in Geneva. 

1 See also document EB97/1996/REC/1, Annex 3. 

2 See also document EB97/1996/REC/1, Annex 4. 


