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FIRST MEETING 

Monday, 2 May 1994，at 17h35 

Chairman: Mr В. K. TEMANE (Botswana) 

1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ALLOCATION OF ITEMS TO THE MAIN COMMITTEES 
(Document A47/1) 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that, under its terms of reference as defined in Rule 33 
of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, its first task was to consider item 8 (Adoption of the 
agenda and allocation of items to the main committees) of the provisional agenda, which had been prepared 
by the Executive Board and issued as document A47/1. 

Deletion of an agenda item and allocation of remaining items 

The CHAIRMAN indicated that one item on the provisional agenda should be deleted, namely 
item 27 (Supplementary budget for 1994-1995). 

In the absence of any objection, it was so agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that the Executive Board had allocated the items on the provisional 
agenda under Committee A and Committee В according to the terms of reference of those committees as 
laid down in Rule 34 of the Rules of Procedure and with a view to ensuring a balanced distribution of the 
work. 

Referring to the agenda items to be considered in plenary, namely items 1 to 15，he noted that the 
Health Assembly had already dealt with items 1 to 7 that afternoon. The Committee was at present dealing 
with item 8，on which he would transmit its recommendations to the plenary meeting the following morning. 
The remaining items (9 to 16) would be examined in plenary, as scheduled. 

In the ease of item 11 (Admission of new Members and Associate Members), the CHAIRMAN, 
noting that the words "if any" should be deleted from the title, announced that applications for membership 
of WHO had been received from Niue and from the Republic of Nauru (documents A47/35, 
A47/INF.DOC./1, A47/36 and A47/INF.DOC./2) and should be placed under that item. 

In the case of item 31 (Collaboration within the United Nations system), the Executive Board, 
recognizing the increasing collaboration with regional banks and other institutions, had recommended 
modification of its title. Thus, if the Committee agreed, item 31 would read "Collaboration within the 
United Nations system and with other intergovernmental organizations". 

In the absence of any objection, it was so agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN concluded that the Committee wished to recommend to the Health Assembly that 
it accept the allocation of the other items to the main committees as set out in the provisional agenda, on 
the understanding that certain items might subsequently be transferred from one committee to the 
other depending on their workload. 

It was so agreed. 

Mr BOYER (United States of America), referring to the scheduling of item 21 (Global AIDS strategy 
(progress report and report on the study on a joint and cosponsored United Nations programme on HIV 
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and AIDS)) indicated that a number of delegations would have preferred that item to be debated on 
Monday 9 May rather than on Tuesday 10 May, so that it would not coincide with consideration of the 
AIDS topic in a meeting by another organization. Although it was not for the General Committee to 
decide the timing of discussions within the committees, he wished to recommend that, when determining 
its timetable, Committee A should consider advancing the debate on item 21. 

The CHAIRMAN noted the point. 

Mrs HERZOG (Israel) informed the meeting that when the agenda had been discussed by the 
Executive Board at its ninety-third session, she had suggested that the title of item 32 (Health conditions 
of the Arab population in the occupied Arab territories, including Palestine) should be modified to reflect 
recent developments in the Middle East and Israel's desire to encourage dialogue and collaboration with 
the Palestinian people. At that time there had been no consensus on the matter. She was raising the 
question again in case one currently existed, but stressed that she did not wish to open a political discussion. 

Dr YAQOOB (Bahrain) maintained that the situation in the Middle East had not changed and that 
the title of item 32 should remain as it was. 

Mrs LUETTGEN ROS (Cuba) endorsed the view of the preceding speaker. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled that since Israel did not wish to open a debate, the title of item 32 would 
remain unchanged. 

2. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that the Executive Board in decision EB93(20) had 
decided that the Forty-seventh World Health Assembly should close no later than 12 noon on Thursday 
12 May, and drew attention to the preliminary timetable prepared by the Executive Board (document 
A47/GC/1). In the absence of any objections to the timetable, he concluded that the Committee approved 
it. 

It was so agreed. 

The General Committee then drew up the programme of work of the Assembly for Tuesday 3 May, 
Wednesday 4 May, Thursday 5 May, Friday 6 May and Saturday 7 May. 

Referring to the list of speakers for the debate on agenda items 9 and 10, the CHAIRMAN suggested 
that, in accordance with established procedure, the order of speakers on the list, which already contained 
96 names, should be strictly followed, and that new names should be entered in the order in which they 
were received by the Assistant to the Secretary of the Assembly. The list of speakers would appear in the 
Journal. If the Committee had no objection, he would inform the Health Assembly of those arrangements 
at the plenary meeting the following morning. 

It was so agreed. 

The General Committee decided to meet next on Thursday, 5 May at 17h00 in order to draw up the 
programme for the following week and the list for the annual election of Members entitled to designate a 
person to serve on the Executive Board. 

The meeting rose at 18h00. 


