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In conformity with decision EB66(1), the representatives of the Executive Board to the Forty-
seventh World Health Assembly present in this document a summary of the work of the 
Board at its ninety-second and ninety-third sessions. An oral statement will also be made to 
the plenary Health Assembly highlighting the discussion and the decisions taken on some 
of the issues dealt with by the Board at the two sessions. 

NINETY-SECOND SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

1. At its ninety-second session (17-18 May 1993), the Executive Board dealt with a number of procedural 
matters, including election of its officers and the filling of vacancies on its committees. 

2. At both the ninety-second and the ninety-third session, a number of expert committee and study group 
reports were reviewed. 

3. At its ninety-second session the representatives of the Board to the Forty-sixth World Health 
Assembly informed the Board of the Assembly's interest in the report of the Working Group on the WHO 
Response to Global Change. The Health Assembly had adopted a resolution which, inter alia, requested 
the Director-General to report to the Forty-seventh World Health Assembly on progress in responding to 
the Working Group's report. 

4. The Board discussed the concepts and principles of the report of the Working Group as the basis for 
action for reform in WHO. By resolution EB92.R2 it, inter alia，endorsed the report, requested the 
Director-General to prepare documents on the implementation of the recommendations of the Working 
Group (as well as options for implementing resolution WHA46.35 on budgetary reform) for review by the 
Programme Committee of the Executive Board in July 1993, and requested the Programme Committee to 
establish priorities for implementation of the recommendations and determine the appropriate follow-up 
mechanism. 

5. The Board also took note of the report of the UNICEF/WHO Joint Committee on Health Policy 
(JCHP) on its twenty-ninth session and endorsed the recommendations made by the Committee on 
international health policy issues, particularly those pertaining to follow-up of the World Summit for 
children, giving special attention to HIV/AIDS in women and children. 
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6. In resolution EB92.R3 the Board approved the establishment of the United Arab Emirates Health 
Foundation. The Foundation will award an annual prize for an outstanding contribution to health 
development. 

7. By resolution EB92.R4 the Board forwarded to the Health Assembly for approval a revised 
cooperation agreement with the African Development Bank and the African Development Fund. 

NINETY-THIRD SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

8. At its ninety-third session (17-26 January 1994), the Board considered the draft Ninth General 
Programme of Work (covering the period 1996-2001). The Programme of Work which is being submitted 
to the Forty-seventh World Health Assembly (resolution EB93.R8), takes into account recommendations 
of the Working Group on the WHO Response to Global Change. The emphasis is on four major policy 
orientations: (1) integrating health and human development in public policies; (2) ensuring equitable 
access to health services; (3) promoting and protecting health; and (4) preventing and controlling specific 
health problems. The Programme of Work contains a number of aspirational goals and targets related to 
attaining the goals. The targets identify the minimum to be achieved by global health action in the period 
1996-2001 and the relation between what worldwide action will achieve and what WHO must do to support 
it is clearly established. At regional, national and subnational levels targets will be set in the light of the 
most important health problems, and the skills, knowledge and resources available. The Board considered 
it important that the Ninth General Programme of Work should be accessible to a wide audience of 
decision-makers and health professionals as well as the general public. 

9. The Director-General pointed out that the Ninth General Programme of Work had been prepared 
in close consultation with the regions, in order to ensure that it provided the necessary flexibility for 
countries. It defines the policy framework and major policy orientations which will serve as the basis for 
the biennial programme budgets within a rolling plan covering a six-year period. 

10. The Board considered a series of reports on implementation of recommendations of the Working 
Group on the WHO Response to Global Change. Based on the priorities set by the Programme Committee, 
these reports covered 20 recommendations grouped according to subject. An additional recommendation, 
on designation of Executive Board members and selection of officers, was considered following presentation 
by the Chairman. 

11. The Board decided that an annual report on world health should be issued. This publication will be 
the Director-General's annual report on the work of WHO, incorporating the findings of the annual 
assessment of the world health status and needs. The annual assessment will begin in 1994 and the annual 
report will be published starting in 1995. 

12. The Board endorsed steps already taken to update health-for-all policy and requested the Director-
General to present in May 1995 a draft updated strategy for health for all, together with a restatement of 
WHO's mission. A final strategy document is to be presented in January 1996. 

13. By resolution EB93.R1 the Board recommends to the Health Assembly a procedure for review of 
resolutions proposed to the Assembly. The Board also called on the Secretariat to continue to seek ways 
to make the Health Assembly shorter and more productive, and decided on improvements in the method 
of work of the Board. 

14. After consideration of recommendations concerning programme development and management, the 
Board decided to approve the use of subgroups to review programmes in depth. Furthermore, it adopted 
a resolution (EB93.13) revising the structure of its committees. This resolution changes the Executive 
Board Programme Committee into a smaller programme development committee, establishes an 
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Administration, Budget and Finance Committee, and disestablishes the Committee on Drug Policies and 
(after 1995) the Committee to Consider Certain Financial Matters prior to the Health Assembly. 

15. The Board deferred to its ninety-fifth session consideration of the recommendation on nomination 
of the Director-General and Regional Directors. 

16. With regard to the Working Group's recommendation concerning designation of Executive Board 
members and selection of officers, the Board approved a decision which requested the Director-General 
to emphasize to the Member States entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board the need to 
designate persons who are technically qualified in the field of health. The Board further decided that, in 
selecting its Chairman, particular attention should be given to qualifications, competence and cumulative 
experience. 

17. The Board endorsed a plan to further develop WHO information systems. The first progress report 
will be presented to the Board at its ninety-fourth session in May 1994. 

18. It called for further study of the recommendations concerning delegation of authority and the role 
of the WHO representative in international cooperation. 

19. In the context of the discussion on the WHO response to global change, the Board considered a 
report of the Director-General on progress in implementing the recommendations of the special report of 
the External Auditor. It approved guidelines regarding contractual relations and employment of Executive 
Board members, alternates and advisers. 

20. It noted with satisfaction the progress made in responding to the issue of budgetary reform, in 
particular, changes in the presentation of the budget document to make it simpler and more "user-friendly". 

21. It considered 11 progress reports submitted to it as requested by previous resolutions adopted by the 
Health Assembly. The action taken is summarized in paragraphs 22 to 28 below. 

22. The Board took note of progress in improving technical cooperation among developing countries. 
It noted the activities undertaken to implement resolution WHA45.24 on "Health and development", and 
reviewed the coordinating mechanisms within the United Nations system for emergency and humanitarian 
relief. 

23. It adopted a resolution (EB93.R9) on Infant and young child nutrition, following consideration of a 
report on the global situation of malnutrition among children under five years of age and a progress and 
evaluation report on the status of implementation of the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk 
Substitutes. 

24. It considered a comprehensive report on the health situation of women and children. Two 
resolutions, one on traditional practices harmful to the health of women and children (EB93.R10) and 
another on quality of care (EB93.R11) were adopted. It was further decided to establish a Special Account 
for the Maternal Health and Safe Motherhood Programme in the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion. 

25. The Board reviewed the report of the Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences 
(CIOMS)/WHO consultation on WHO Ethical Criteria for Medicinal Drug Promotion，which contained 
a number of recommendations focusing primarily on the application of the criteria in developing countries. 
The report has been forwarded to the Health Assembly. 

26. It also considered a report which briefly outlined WHO action and experience in implementing the 
WHO revised drag strategy. Two resolutions, one on revision and amendment of WHO，s Good 
Manufacturing Practices for Pharmaceutical Products (EB93.R6) and another on the role of the pharmacist 
in support of the WHO revised drug strategy (EB93.R12) were adopted. The Board was informed that a 
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full report on the revised drug strategy would be prepared and forwarded to the Health Assembly. A 
resolution on onchocerciasis control through ivermectin distribution was adopted (EB93.R7). 

27. The Board reviewed a report on progress towards the 1995 goals of elimination of neonatal tetanus， 
and reduction by 95% of measles deaths and reduction by 90% of measles cases compared to pre-
immunization levels. Member States were encouraged to commit themselves to these important goals. 

28. The Board noted reports on eradication of dracunculiasis and elimination of leprosy as a public 
health problem. It considered a report on progress made in the implementation of tuberculosis control 
activities and decided to establish a Special Account for Tuberculosis within the Voluntary Fund for Health 
Promotion. 

29. After consideration of the report by the Director-General on the study of a joint and cosponsored 
United Nations programme on HIV/AIDS, as well as the study itself, it adopted a resolution (EB93.R5) 
which recommends the development and eventual establishment of a joint and cosponsored programme 
administered by WHO. 

30. In a trial proposed by the Working Group on the WHO Response to Global Change, the Board broke 
up for one day into three subgroups to review and evaluate specific programmes: Diarrhoeal Diseases and 
Acute Respiratory Infections, Noncommunicable Diseases, and Maternal and Child Health and Adolescent 
Health. Follow-up of the reviews will be undertaken in the context of the development of the programme 
budget for 1995-1996. The Board approved this new approach to programme reviews and made a number 
of suggestions for improving the process. 

31. The Board expressed concern at the status of collection of assessed contributions. It was noted that 
the 1993 rate of collection (79%) was among the lowest year-end rates in the history of WHO, and that the 
financial period 1992-1993 ended with an unprecedented shortfall of US$ 106 million in biennial 
contributions. It reviewed a report on the Working Capital Fund and recommended (in resolution 
EB93.R16) that the Health Assembly approve an increase in the level of the Fund. 

32. It adopted a resolution (EB93.R17) on accelerating the employment and participation of women in 
the work of WHO. It confirmed (resolution EB93 R18) amendments to the Staff Rules concerning the 
abolition of the meritorious within-grade increase scheme for newly appointed staff (with transitional 
arrangements for serving staff), the introduction of a long-service step for staff in the general service 
category, the introduction of a language incentive scheme for staff in the professional and higher categories, 
the procedures applicable to secondment from government service, and the salary scale applicable to staff 
in the professional and higher categories. It also recommended to the Health Assembly (in resolution 
EB93.19) the adjustment of salaries for ungraded posts and the Director-General to take these changes into 
account. (The changes in the salary scale relate to a consolidation of post adjustment into net base salary 
and result in "no loss - no gain".) 

33. It considered a report on collaboration within the United Nations system, noting that WHO，s 
collaboration with United Nations regional commissions, the Organization of African Unity, and the 
regional development banks had expanded significantly. It reviewed WHO's contribution to the preparation 
of the International Conference on Population and development. 

34. It decided to maintain official relations with 55 of the nongovernmental organizations reviewed at 
its ninety-third session, although with respect to two of the organizations it decided this would be for a 
period of one year only, to permit the development of work plans. As requested at the ninety-first session, 
it reviewed relations with a further three organizations and decided to maintain official relations with these 
three organizations. It decided to establish official relations with the International Commission on Non-
ionizing Radiation Protection, the International Consultation on Urological Diseases, the International 
Council for Control of Iodine Deficiency Disorders, the International Occupational Hygiene Association, 
the International Society for Preventive Oncology, and the International Society of Surgery. 
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35. The Board reappointed Dr Sang Tae Han as Regional Director for the Western Pacific for a period 
of five years from 1 February 1994 and it appointed Dr Uton Muchtar Rafei as Regional Director for 
South-East Asia for a period of five years. It expressed appreciation to Dr U Ko Ko for his invaluable 
contribution to the work of WHO, especially during his 13 years of service as Regional Director for South-
East Asia. 

36. The Board decided to award the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize to Sir Donald Acheson (United 
Kingdom); the Jacques Parisot Foundation Fellowship to Dr Alfred Ole Sulul (United Republic of 
Tanzania); the A. T. Shousha Foundation Prize to Dr Abdul Wahab Sulaiman Al Fouzan (Kuwait); and 
the Sasakawa Health Prize to Dr Mo-Im Kim (Republic of Korea). 

37. The Board approved the provisional agenda of the Forty-seventh World Health Assembly. The 
ninety-fourth session of the Board will be convened on Friday, 13 May 1994, at WHO headquarters in 
Geneva. 


