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Committee A held its twelfth and thirteenth meetings on 14 May 1992, and decided to recommend to the 
Forty-fifth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions relating to the following agenda 
items: 

19.2 Safety and efficacy of pharmaceutical products 
Two resolutions entitled: 
Proposed guidelines on the WHO Certification Scheme on the Quality of Pharmaceutical 
Products moving in International Commerce 
WHO ethical criteria for medicinal drug promotion 

20.3 International Programme on Chemical Safety (progress report) 
One resolution entitled: 
International Programme on Chemical Safety 

20.1 WHO Commission on Health and Environment (report) 
One resolution entitled: 
Health and environment 

21 Malnutrition and micronutrients 
One resolution entitled: 
National strategies for overcoming micronutrient malnutrition 



Proposed guidelines on the WHO Certification Scheme 
on the Quality of Pharmaceutical Products moving in 

International Commerce 

The Forty-fifth World Health Assembly, 
Taking note of previous resolutions on WHO,s Certification Scheme on the Quality of Pharmaceutical 

Products moving in International Commerce, and particularly resolution WHA41.16, which refers to the export, 
import and smuggling of falsely labelled, spurious, counterfeited or substandard pharmaceutical preparations; 

Having reviewed the report on the implementation of WHO's revised drug strategy, and in particular the 
proposed guidelines on the implementation of the Certification Scheme; 

Aware of the need for prospective importing countries to obtain explicit assurances regarding the quality 
of products not registered in the country of provenance; 

Believing that the adoption of the proposed guidelines will contribute to deterrence of the export, import 
and smuggling of falsely labelled, spurious, counterfeited or substandard pharmaceutical preparations; 

Recognizing that a comprehensive system of quality assurance including the WHO Certification Scheme 
must be founded on a reliable national system of licensing, independent analysis of the finished product and 
independent inspection to verify that all manufacturing operations are carried out in conformity with accepted 
norms, referred to as "good manufacturing practices"， 

1. ENDORSES the guidelines for implementation of the WHO Certification Scheme, which will be 
evaluated and revised, as necessary, in consultation with the Committee on Drug Policies of the Executive 
Board; 
2. URGES Member States to implement these guidelines, and to issue certificates within five years in a 
form to be agreed in the light of experience gained in preliminary field testing. 



WHO ethical criteria for medicinal drug promotion 

The Forty-fifth World Health Assembly, 
Recalling resolutions WHA41.17 and WHA43.20; 
Having considered the report on the use of the WHO ethical criteria for medicinal drug promotion; 
Noting with concern that little information is available on any progress in controlling medicinal drug 

promotion through the use of the concepts embodied in the WHO ethical criteria; 
Noting that many drug regulatory authorities do not yet have the administrative resources to regulate 

drug promotion; 
Mindful that a high level of compliance and self-regulation by the pharmaceutical industry is necessary, 

1. URGES Member States to intensify efforts to involve government agencies including drug regulatory 
authorities, as well as pharmaceutical manufacturers, distributors and the promotion industry, health personnel 
involved in the prescription, dispensing, supply and distribution of drugs, universities and other teaching 
institutions, professional associations, patient and consumer groups, and the professional and general media 
(including publishers and editors of medical journals and related publications), in the implementation of the 
principles embodied in the WHO ethical criteria on medicinal drug promotion; 
2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to request the Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS) to convene a 
meeting of interested parties in collaboration with WHO to discuss possible approaches to further 
advancing the principles embodied in WHO's ethical criteria for medicinal drug promotion; 
(2) to consider other approaches and mechanisms in the Member States to improve the 
implementation of WHO's ethical criteria for medicinal drug promotion; 
(3) to report the outcome of the meeting of interested parties and other actions of the Organization 
relevant to this issue to the Forty-seventh World Health Assembly through the Executive Board. 



International Programme on Chemical Safety 

The Forty-fifth World Health Assembly, 
Recalling resolutions WHA30.47, WHA31.28 and EB63.R19 on the evaluation of the effects of chemicals 

on health, and resolution EB73.R10 on the International Programme on Chemical Safety; 
Noting that under the leadership of WHO the Programme has become an interagency cooperative 

activity with ILO and UNEP, well coordinated and collaborating closely with programmes on related subjects 
of other organizations, such as FAO and OECD; 

Noting also that relevant recommendations had been adopted during a meeting of government-
designated experts on chemical risk assessment and management,1 held in the context of the preparations for 
the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, foreseeing an expanded role for the 
International Programme in ensuring effective coordination of chemical risk assessment and risk management 
activities of international organizations, 
1. URGES Member States: 

(1) to establish or strengthen governmental mechanisms to provide liaison and coordination between 
all parties involved in chemical safety activities (e.g., authorities and institutions for agriculture, 
education, health, industry, labour, environment, transport, civil defence, economic affairs, research and 
poison control, etc.); 
(2) to establish or strengthen national and local capabilities for response to accidents including 
networks of emergency response and poison control centres; 
(3) to increase awareness, among the general public and certain professional and other groups, of 
chemical risks and the need to prevent misuse of chemicals and accidental exposure to them; 
(4) to organize, in collaboration with industry, trade unions, professional bodies and consumer 
associations, training programmes for staff at all levels in chemical safety, including emergency response; 
(5) to increase financial, scientific and logistic support to the International Programme (a) through the 
Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion; (b) through national institutions participating in the Programme; 
and (c) through funds held in countries for the Programme; and to encourage industry and national 
institutions to provide the Programme with timely data and other support needed for risk assessment; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 
(1) to recognize the importance of the International Programme in the development and 
implementation of a new WHO strategy for environmental health, taking into consideration the findings 
of the WHO Commission on Health and Environment and the recommendations of the meeting of 
government-designated experts referred to above; 
(2) to strengthen and expand the scientific work of the Programme to meet the current and foreseen 
challenges of chemical safety, incorporating all aspects of WHO，s work on risk assessment, including 
epidemiological and exposure assessment activities; 

1 Report of the Meeting of Experts to Discuss Draft Proposals for an Intergovernmental Mechanism for Chemical Risk 
Assessment and Management, London, 16-19 December 1991 (document UNEP/IPCS/IMCRAM/exp/4, 19 December 
1991). 



(3) to continue to promote the development of comprehensive chemical safety programmes directed 
towards the needs of countries in all the WHO regions, and the effective implementation of such 
programmes through concerted action at global, regional and national levels; 
(4) to review the current arrangements with the Executive Heads of ILO and UNEP, as well as with 
representatives of other organizations that might participate in the International Programme in the 
future, in order to determine the changes that would be required for its expanded role, including the 
function of secretariat for an intergovernmental forum on chemical safety, as recommended in proposals 
to be presented to governments at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development; 
(5) to ensure that the funding of the Programme by Member States and cooperating organizations is 
sustainable in the long term; 
(6) to take steps to ensure that in expanding the chemical risk management tasks of the Programme, 
the scientific quality and integrity of the work on risk assessment are fully protected; 
(7) to report to a future session of the Executive Board on the expanded International Programme, 
particularly in relation to the enhanced role of WHO with its partners in implementation of the decisions 
of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development for environmentally sound 
chemical risk management. 



Health and environment 

The Forty-fifth World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the reports of the Director-General on the WHO Commission on Health and 

Environment, the International Programme on Chemical Safety, and the evaluation of the International 
Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade; 

Noting the Commission's recommendations for protecting and promoting human health in the context of 
the environmental and developmental challenges; 

Noting the European Charter on Environment and Health and its impact on the European Region of 
WHO; 

Recalling resolutions WHA39.22, WHA40.18, WHA42.25, WHA42.26, WHA44.27 and WHA44.28 which, 
among others, give prominence to the principle of sustainable development, the need to incorporate health 
considerations into economic development planning, intersectoral action for health and the protection and 
promotion of health among rapidly expanding populations in urban areas; 

Aware of the impending United Nations Conference on Environment and Development and the 
attention given to critical environmental health issues in its proposed "Agenda 21", especially chemical risk 
assessment and management, and the central role proposed for WHO through the International Programme on 
Chemical Safety in implementing the recommendations of the Conference, 
1. ENDORSES the recommendations of the WHO Commission on Health and Environment; 
2. CALLS UPON Member States: 

(1) to keep the implications of the Commission's report for public health policies and practices under 
review, and take them into account in: 

(a) the reinforcement of measures to cope with the growing pressure on resources resulting from 
global demographic trends; 
(b) the reorientation of environmental health work to health-for-all needs through intersectoral, 
interdisciplinary approaches to development; 
(c) the institutionalization of these approaches through appropriate changes in structures and 
functions within the health sector, bearing in mind activities in other sectors and the community; 
(d) action to improve environmental conditions for human health, through measures for health 
protection, health promotion, and community participation; 
(e) the development of techniques and the strengthening of skills in public health services and 
related agencies to improve the analysis of environmental health problems and the implementation 
of effective interventions; 
(f) participation in "preventive planning", the analysis of health effects of development, the 
promotion and use of data bases on environmental health hazards, and economic analysis that 
recognizes the true value of human capital; 



(g) the improvement of the capacity of the health sector to cooperate with other sectors and to 
play an advocacy role at all levels of government and in the community; 

3. URGES Member States to participate actively in establishing and enforcing international agreements 
that support measures for sustainable development and environmental protection, and that take account of 
health considerations; 
4. • REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to formulate a new global WHO strategy for environmental health based on the findings and 
recommendations of the. WHO Commission on Health and Environment and on the outcome of the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, and taking into account the need to 
consider environmental health in the broad context of environment and development; 
(2) to incorporate into the strategy, in particular, provisions for: 

(a) steps to ensure that WHO programmes consider the environmental health implications of 
their activities and establish the necessary links; 
(b) steps to ensure the central role of WHO through the International Programme on Chemical 
Safety in international chemical risk assessment and management; 
(c) the strengthening of activities in programmes relating to water supply and sanitation in order 
to reduce the prevalence of water-borne diseases; 
(d) an integrated approach to the solution of environmental health problems specific to urban 
areas，including emphasis on preventive planning and capacity-building programmes; 
(e) the development and use of global data bases on environmental health hazards; 
(f) the protection of the environment of small island countries in view of the potentially serious 
effects of environmental change on the health of the populations concerned; 

(3) to prepare, as part of the formulation of the strategy, a long-range plan for' meeting the 
environmental health research needs identified by the Commission; 
(4) to collaborate closely with other international organizations in the elaboration and implementation 
of the strategy in order to reinforce support to Member States in environmental health; 
(5) to keep the Health Assembly informed through the Executive Board of progress in implementing 
this resolution. 



National strategies for overcoming micronutrient malnutrition 

The Forty-fifth World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on national strategies for overcoming 

micronutrient malnutrition; 
Recalling resolutions WHA39.31 and WHA43.2 on iodine deficiency, resolutions WHA22.29, WHA25.55, 

WHA28.54 and WHA37.18 on vitamin A deficiency and xerophthalmia, resolutions WHA38.27 and WHA40.27 
relating to maternal anaemia, and resolution WHA44.33 recognizing the goals for the 1990s endorsed by the 
World Summit for Children, which include the virtual elimination of iodine deficiency disorders and vitamin A 
deficiency, and a substantial reduction in iron deficiency anaemia; 

Recognizing the great human suffering and the important health and socioeconomic problems caused by 
micronutrient deficiencies, especially irreversible brain damage and mental retardation from iodine deficiency, 
childhood blindness and increased mortality from vitamin A deficiency, and retarded physical and mental 
development, low birth weight and maternal mortality from iron deficiency; 

Concerned about the large numbers of people at risk, estimated at 1000 million for iodine deficiency, 
190 million for vitamin A deficiency and over 2000 million for nutritional anaemia; 

Aware of the success of strategies for overcoming micronutrient malnutrition which include dietary 
diversification and supplementation, food fortification, and specific public health measures for the control of 
related human infection and infestation with parasites; 

. bHi . 
Aware of the need to build on the experience of the past decade to accelerate and intensify specific 

activities and integrated approaches in regard to micronutrient malnutrition in order to achieve concrete 
results in countries in the short term, 
1. URGES Member States: 

(1) to strengthen the activities recommended in the report and integrate them in their national health 
and development programmes, taking into account any recommendations that may be made to this effect 
by the International Conference on Nutrition; 
(2) to establish, where appropriate, a focal point and coordinating mechanism to promote and 
integrate activities in common for the control of iodine deficiency disorders, vitamin A deficiency and 
nutritional anaemia; 
(3) to establish, as part of the health and nutrition monitoring system, a micronutrient monitoring and 
evaluation system capable of assessing the magnitude and distribution of these micronutrient deficiency 
disorders, and monitoring the implementation and impact of control programmes, and to report as 
appropriate to WHO thereon; 
(4) to mobilize the necessary human, technical and financial resources to ensure the successful 
implementation of national activities to overcome micronutrient malnutrition; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 
(1) to prepare guidelines on national strategies for prevention and control of micronutrient 
deficiencies; 
(2) to establish as part of the WHO nutrition data base a global micronutrient deficiency information 
system comprising data on iodine deficiency, vitamin A deficiency and nutritional anaemia; 



(3) to encourage the establishment of regional mechanisms, such as task forces and working groups, for 
catalysing and providing technical support to national programmes, and promoting cooperation among 
countries; 
(4) to encourage effective cooperation among the agencies concerned - international, bilateral and 
nongovernmental - and the scientific bodies of experts in the fields of iodine, vitamin A and iron 
deficiencies; 
(5) to continue to disseminate information among countries and to provide technical support and 
training in the prevention and control of micronutrient malnutrition; 
(6) to support operational research on integrated methods of assessing and combating micronutrient 
deficiencies; 
(7) to mobilize additional technical and financial resources for intensified support to Member States. 


