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The Special Committee of Experts is this year once again, for the seventh consecutive year, unable to 
submit to the World Health Assembly a report based on a visit to the occupied territories. Indeed, since 1986 
the Israeli Government has no longer allowed the Committee access to these territories. The reason given for 
this refusal is the fact that the mandate and activities of the Committee are based on resolutions of the World 
Health Assembly which the Government of Israel regards as being "politically motivated and unacceptable". 

This situation of deadlock has therefore meant that the Committee has been unable to fulfil its mandate. 
Circumstances in 1991 and 1992 have also prevented the full Committee from meeting, as required by the 
resolutions of the Assembly. 

Nevertheless, the current Chairman of the Special Committee of Experts was able to hold discussions 
concerning the problems of the occupied territories in the presence of the Secretariat and to consult a number 
of reports and documents that were made available. It appears that there have been no fundamental changes 
in the problems related to health conditions and to the health status of the population as compared with the 
findings set out by the Committee in its previous reports. 

Consequently, as emphasized by the Palestinian Red Crescent, there is still the need to remedy certain 
shortcomings in the area of infrastructure and to provide health services for certain groups of the population, 
and there are still problems arising from socioeconomic factors or relating to life-styles, nutrition and disease 
control, and many other problems. 

Unfortunately, the Committee has not been in a position to form its own opinion on the development of 
these problems on the basis of its own first-hand observations. In these conditions it is difficult, if not 
impossible, for the Committee to fulfil its task, as the review of information that does not represent the actual 
findings of those preparing a report tends to give rise to contradictions and does not help to bring concrete 
solutions to problems that are real. 

There nevertheless appears to be one crucial problem on which information from all sources is 
consistent. This is the continued reporting of clashes between Israeli troops and the Palestinian population 
that result in deaths and injuries. Many acts of violence affecting the civilian population have also been 
reported. 

The permanent state of violence in the occupied territories, taking its toll of victims among both parties 
to the conflict, once again highlights the essential fact that, in certain social settings, health problems also take 
on a political significance in addition to their intrinsic significance. 

What is clear in the present situation, and is confirmed by all international observers and sources, is that 
the international community's concern and anxiety at the violence in the occupied territories are fully justified. 
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It is for this reason that, in the current situation, the resolution of the economic, social, medical and 
other problems of the population of these territories remains - as the Committee has stated in its reports -
dependent on the resolution of the political problems. 

From the purely medical perspective, it is obvious that for the Palestinian population living in camps, and 
for those outside as well, permanent stress has contributed to the deterioration of the health of the community. 

Moreover, there is a state of social alienation resulting from the disruption of balance in the community. 

It would seem that, pending the resolution of the complex problems of this region, some of the 
deficiencies in the medical field noted in the reports drafted by specialists or mentioned in the mass media 
might be improved by: 

- the establishment of an integrated health system administered by a national authority; 

- the provision of adequate primary health care in the towns and villages, and in the refugee camps; 

-the equipping of all medical care facilities with adequate technology; 

-the establishment of working channels of communication between primary and secondary health care; 

- the establishment of a centre for tertiary health care, to overcome the need to send certain patients 
abroad and the problems of medical education; 

- the gradual adoption of international standards for all areas of the health system, including drugs. 

In conclusion to this note, the attention of the World Health Assembly is once again drawn this year to 
the situation of the Special Committee of Experts and the question of whether it should be maintained in the 
future, in view of the new political conditions prevailing in the region. 

We consider, from the familiarity we have gained with the situation in the occupied territories as regards 
both the functioning of the health services and the health status of the population living in these territories, 
that new solutions need to be found that are acceptable to all the parties involved. 

Chairman of the Special Committee of Experts 
(signed、Dr Traían Ionescu 


