
SEA/RC59/R2            REGIONAL PROGRAMME BUDGET 2008-2009 

  

The Regional Committee, 

Having considered the regional Programme Budget for 2008-2009, which follows a significantly different 
approach as compared to previous bienniums and which is based on the six -year Medium-term Strategic 
Plan (MTSP), the regional Programme Budget statements containing strategic objectives; scope; regional 
indicators and targets, regional issues and challenges; strategic approach of the region and proposed 
resource requirement, and noting the report of the 43rd Meeting of the Consultative Committee for 
Programme Development and Management [CCPDM] (Document SEA/ PDM/Meet.43/11), 

Welcoming the strong emphasis and focus on Organization-wide results-based, integrated budgeting, as 
well as the proposals for addressing the global public health challenges and strengthening WHO's country 
programmes, 

Noting with appreciation the Director-General's proposal to increase the overall level of the budget by 
17.2% which includes 8.6% increase in the Regular Budget, as compared to the previous biennium,  

Acknowledging the decision WHA57(10), requesting the Director-General to draw up, in consultation with 
Member States and regions, guiding principles, based on objective criteria, to be applied in the allocation 
of funds from all sources, taking into account equity, efficiency and performance, and support to countries 
in greatest need, particularly the least developed countries, and 

Welcoming the proposed increase in the Regular Budget and Voluntary Contributions, and moreover, 
deeply concerned that the present share of the budget from such resources to the South-East Asia Region 
is not commensurate with its health needs and the burden of disease, 

1.      AUTHORIZES the establishment of a Working Group with representatives from all Member States in 
the Region to review the regional Programme Budget 2008-2009 with a mandate to endorse it on 
behalf of the Regional Committee; 

2.      URGES Member States: 
  
a)      to accelerate national priority programme implementation consistent with the target and indicators in 

the regional Programme Budget 2008-2009. 
b)      to work closely with the Secretariat to formulate workplans for the 2008-2009 biennium in a spirit of 

joint planning with ownership of all stakeholders, and 
  
3.      REQUESTS the Regional Director to take up with the WHO Director-General, the following for his 

consideration, while finalizing the regional Programme Budget for 2008-2009: 
a)     to allocate a greater proportion of the Organization’s funds to the South-East Asia Region, based on 

the health needs and population size of countries of the Region;  
b)      to take actions at the headquarters level for enhancing resource mobilization in order to ensure that 

the allocations for the proposed planned figures in the SEA Region for Voluntary Contributions are 
eventually met, and 

c)      to make all efforts that the Voluntary Contributions received are mostly unspecified funds so that they 
could be used for areas for which such contributions are normally not received, and  

  
4.      REQUESTS the Regional Director to enhance resource mobilization activities in the Region to ensure 

that the requirement of Voluntary Contributions to implement the regional Programme Budget 2008-
2009 is met. 

 


