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Agenda item 17.2 

EMERGENCY RELIEF OPERATIONS 

Draft resolution proposed by the delegations of Austria. Bangladesh. Barbados. 
Belgium. Cameroon. Canada. China. Colombia. India. Indonesia. Jamaica. Japan. 
Malawi. Maldives. Myanmar. Namibia. Pakistan. Peru. Saudi Arabia. Sri Lanka. 

Swaziland. Thailand, and United States of America 

The Forty-fourth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA42.16； 

Considering the succession of natural and man-made disasters that have occurred in 
various regions, including the severe cyclone which struck parts of Bangladesh on 
30 April 1991; 一 

Recognizing the threat to health and the risk of outbreak of epidemic diseases among 
affected populations； 

Recognizing also the limited capabilities of affected countries to cope with such 
emergencies； 

Acknowledging the response of the international community and the efforts of the 
Organization to mitigate the health effects of these disasters; 

1. URGES international and regional institutions to afford greater priority to 
assistance aimed at mitigating the health effects of natural and man-made disasters； 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to strengthen and expand all measures to ensure that the Organization continues 
to respond urgently and effectively to the health needs of the victims of 
catastrophes； 

(2) to ensure that the Organization plays an active role in the mobilization of 
resources to provide affected countries with the necessary financial support for the 
immediate and medium-term medical and health needs of the victims of natural and 
man-made disasters； 

(3) to submit to the Executive Board a report on the results of the action taken by 
the Organization in this regard. 
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The Forty-fourth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA42.16； 

Considering the succession of natural and man-made disasters that have occurred in 
various regions, including the severe cyclone which struck parts of Bangladesh on 
30 April 1991; 

Recognizing the threat to health and the risk of outbreak of epidemic diseases among 
affected populations; 

Recognizing also the limited capabilities of affected countries to cope with such 
emergencies； 

Acknowledging the response of the international community and the efforts of the 
Organization to mitigate the health effects of these disasters； 

Stressing the need for close collaboration between all agencies involved and the 
need for proper coordination within the country concerned; 

1. URGES international and regional institutions to afford greater priority to 
assistance aimed at mitigating the health effects of natural and man-made disasters； 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to strengthen the Organization's capability to respond urgently and effectively 
to the health needs of victims of disasters, working as appropriate with the 
different agencies of the United Nations, nongovernmental organizations and other 
parties involved in emergency relief operations； 

(2) to assist countries to reinforce their capabilities for emergency preparedness； 

(3) to ensure that the Organization plays an active role in the mobilization of 
resources to provide affected countries with the necessary financial support for the 
immediate and medium-term medical and health needs of the victims of natural and 
man-made disasters； 

(4) to submit to the Executive Board a report on the results of the action taken by 
the Organization in this regard. 


