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The Forty-third World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolutions WHA40.26 and WHA42.33 on the Global AIDS Strategy and 
resolution WHA41.24 on avoidance of discrimination against HIV-infected people and people 
with AIDS; 

Recognizing the importance both of an integrated approach to the health of women and 
of the determining role of women in development, as emphasized especially in resolution 
WHA42.42; 

Considering the extensive medical, scientific and psychosocial implications 
presented by HIV infection/AIDS for women, children and families, and bearing in mind the 
need to consider the problem of AIDS in mothers and children in the light of a broad 
approach to the health of mothers, children and families and the goal of health for all 
by the year 2000; 

Acknowledging the leading role of WHO in the guidance and coordination of AIDS 
control, particularly in education, prevention, treatment and research; 

Considering that the prevention and control of HIV infection/AIDS for women and 
children call for the strengthening and improvement of the primary health care system and 
for educational and other psychological and social support programmes for women, children 
and families； 

Stressing the importance of the Paris Declaration on Women, Children and the 
Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS)； 

1. URGES Member States to: 

(1) establish and evaluate policies for the control of HIV infection/AIDS 
incorporating prevention and care for women and children, together with the 
necessary support for families affected by the infection; 

(2) ensure that programmes for the control of HIV infection/AIDS are coordinated or 
integrated with other programmes for women, children and families, particularly 
maternal and child health, family planning, and sexually transmitted disease control 
programmes； 

(3) ensure that HIV testing is offered to women and children as an integral but 
voluntary part of health programmes, including counselling and other psychosocial 
support, with due respect for confidentiality； 
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(4) promote safe motherhood for women and ensure that HIV-infected women receive 
appropriate information and have access to health services, including family 
planning, counselling and other psychosocial support so that they can personally 
make informed decisions about childbearing; 

(5) mobilize health and social services to respond to emerging needs, especially 
those of families that suffer discrimination, or are not able to provide child care, 
and those of children who are abandoned or orphaned; 

(6) continue to promote, develop and support programmes for breast-feeding as a 
basic component of a sound health and nutrition policy; 

(7) recognize the close link between HIV infection/AIDS, drug abuse and other 
factors which help to increase the risk of HIV infection in women of childbearing 
age and hence the risk of mother-to-fetus transmission; 

(8) ensure that appropriate priorities and resources are devoted to research on HIV 
infection/AIDS in order to set up joint research programmes to develop innovative 
solutions to issues affecting the health and social conditions of women and 
children; 

(9) recognize the crucial role of women in the prevention of HIV transmission and 
the care of sufferers and, more generally, in the Global AIDS Strategy, and 
accelerate their empowerment against AIDS by enhancing the role and the social, 
economic and legal status of women so that they participate fully in AIDS control 
programmes at all levels； 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to: 

(1) continue to strengthen WHO's crucial role in promoting the health of women and 
children with appropriate attention to the control of HIV infection/AIDS in 
conformity with the Global AIDS Strategy; 

(2) take steps to mobilize the necessary resources, both human and financial, to 
develop activities for the prevention and care of HIV infection/AIDS in women and 
children; 

(3) devote special attention to those countries that are most affected and/or whose 
precarious economic situation calls for a special demonstration of international 
solidarity. 


