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1. In 1982, on the one-hundredth anniversary of Dr Robert Koch 's announcement that he had discovered the 
tuberculosis bacillus, the International Union against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease, a nongovernmental 
organization in official relations with WHO, proposed that 24 March be proclaimed World Tuberculosis Day. 
Except for the activities of a few organizations, very little has otherwise been done to highlight the occasion 
since then. 

2. In 1995, WHO, the International Union and a variety of other organizations concerned embraced a plan 
to commemorate World Tuberculosis Day, hoping to make a real difference to the millions of people now 
suffering from and dying of tuberculosis. 

3. The first World Tuberculosis Day campaign was launched by WHO on 24 March 1996，when nearly 100 
governments, nongovernmental organizations and other associations undertook "media events" and activities 
in over 50 countries to draw attention to the tuberculosis epidemic. Over L000 different groups have signalled 
their intent to become involved in World Tuberculosis Day in 1997. 

ACTION BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

4. The Executive Board is invited to consider the following resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Encouraged by the success of World Tuberculosis Day 1996 in involving a number of new 
constituencies, including governments, nongovernmental organizations and other associations and 
communities in the fight against tuberculosis, 

RECOMMENDS to the Fiftieth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following resolution: 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

i
 

Recalling resolutions WHA44.8 and WHA46.36 on the tuberculosis programme; 



EB99/42 

Encouraged by the success and the spirit of international collaboration manifested on World 
Tuberculosis Day, 24 March 1996，commemorating the day in 1882 on which Dr Robert Koch 
officially informed the scientific community that he had discovered the tuberculosis bacillus, 

REQUESTS the Director-General to coordinate the observance of World Tuberculosis Day 
on 24 March of each year as an opportunity throughout the world for organizations concerned to 
raise public awareness of tuberculosis as a major urgent public health problem and for countries to 
assess progress in tuberculosis control. 
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