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WHO reform 

Preparation of The world health report 1998 and third 
evaluation of progress in implementation of the global 

strategy for health for all by the year 2000 

Report by the Director-General 

Pursuant to Article 61 of the Constitution, WHO has since 1959 prepared reports on the world 
health situation at the explicit request of the governing bodies. Following a review of methods, 
the Health Assembly decided in 1983 that the seventh report on the world health situation 
should be prepared on the basis of the first global report on the evaluation of the strategy for 
health for all (resolution WHA36.35), and in 1992 that the eighth report on the world health 
situation should be prepared on the basis of the second evaluation of the implementation of the 
global strategy (resolution WHA45.4); the first and second evaluation reports were thus the 
seventh and eighth reports on the world health situation. 

Following the Executive Board's decision EB93.(6), that "the annual assessment of the world 
health situation should start in 1994 and the annual reports in 1995，incorporating the Director-
General's report on The work of WHO", the first issue of this new report was published as The 
world health report 1995 一 Bridging the gaps and the second as The world health report 1996 -
Fighting disease, fostering development. 

The Executive Board is invited to consider the adoption of a decision aimed at having one 
report that combines the global report on the third evaluation of the implementation of the global 
strategy for health for all (the Ninth report on the world health situation) and The world health 
report 1998. 



EB99/17 

1. The W H O Constitution (Article 61) stipulates that "each Member shall report annually to the 
Organization on the action taken and progress achieved in improving the health of its people". 

2. At the explicit request of the Health Assembly since 1956, WHO produced the First report on the world 
health situation in 1959, the Second in 1963, the Third in 1967，the Fourth in 1971 and the Fifth in 1975. 
Following a review of the methods followed in preparing these five reports, the Twenty-ninth World Health 
Assembly decided in 1976 that future reports on the world health situation should be published every six years 
in accordance with the major programme cycle of the Organization, the General Programme of Work. In the 
light of the decision of the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly to monitor progress and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the Global Strategy for Health for All by the Year 2000, and of further Health Assembly 
decisions in 1983 and in 1992, the Seventh and Eighth reports of the world health situation were prepared on 
the basis of the first and second global reports on the evaluation of the strategy for health for all. 

3. The Health Assembly also decided in 1975 that, starting in 1977, it would undertake in odd-numbered 
years “a brief review of the Director-General's report on the work of WHO for the preceding year; and in even-
numbered years, a full review of the Director-General's report on the work of WHO for the past biennium” 
( resolut ionWHA28.69) . 

4. In 1994, the Executive Board in decision EB93(6) “endorsed the proposal. . . that annual assessment of 
the world health situation should start in 1994 and the annual reports in 1995, incorporating the D i recto r-
GeneraPs report on the Work of WHO". The first issue of this new report (The world health report 1995 -
Bridging the gaps), was prepared and was published in May 1995, and the second (The world health report 1996 
-Fighting disease, fostering development) in May 1996. 

5. The next cycle of evaluation of the implementation of the health-for-all strategy is scheduled for 1997, 
and the regional committees concerned would be reviewing in 1997 the relevant regional reports prepared on 
the basis of the national reports. It is now proposed that the global evaluation report prepared on the basis of 
national and regional reports could be incorporated in The world health report 1998, which would be released 
for review by the Health Assembly in May 1998. 

ACTION BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

6. The Executive Board is invited to consider the following decision: 

The Executive Board, having considered the report of the Director-General on the world health 
report and third evaluation of the implementation of the Global Strategy for Health for All by the Year 
2000, decided to recommend to the Health Assembly that the global report on the third evaluation and 
ninth report on the world health situation should be incorporated in The world health report 1998\ and 
that there no longer be separate reports on the world health situation. 


