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1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the applicant") 

Association internationale des Techniciens Biologistes 
International Association of Biologists Technicians 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person(s) to whom correspondence should 
be addressed 

Head office: Institut Santé et Développement 
15，rue de l'Ecole de Médecine 
F-75006 Paris 

Secretariat: 109，Avenue Gabriel Péri 
F-94170 Le Perreux 

Nelly Marchai, President 
François Bimet，Business Manager 
Laurent Dalou, General Secretary 

Tel: 00 33 1 48 71 43 44 or 00 33 1 48 71 13 93 
Fax: 00 33 1 48 71 14 51 

3. General objectives of the applicant 

The applicant, which is apolitical, non-trade-unionist and non-denominational, has the following 
objectives: 

- t o establish links between technicians working in the fields of medicine, research or biology applied 
to industry, who use French as their language of communication; 

1 Based on questionnaire submitted by the applicant on 4 July 1994. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the nongovernmental organization 
itself and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the WHO Secretariat concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries. 
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- t o defend the specificity of the profession and improve its image; 

- t o make technical and scientific documentation in French available to its members; 
1
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- t o promote technology in the biological sciences by developing technical collaboration, promoting 
exchanges and updating knowledge; 

_ to contribute to the basic and further training and the information of technicians; 

- to represent its ^ b e r â on nationa! arid intematio^l official bodies; 
：厂..:.ГУ - : :, . 、：; О.-,."-....,——. - . •; . 

- t o contribute to the setting-up and maintenance of facilities in the developing countries. 

4. What are the main activities of the applicant? 
In order to enable the technical staff of biology laboratories to adapt to new technologies and to respond 

to the requirements of the quality assurance of tests, and to raise the status of the profession, the applicant 
carries out technical assistance, training activities and a programme of scientific and technical information, 
including meetings, international congresses and publications (see section 16). 

In the developing countries the applicant makes use of networks of local technicians for the following 
activities: 

-rehabilitation of local laboratories for updating the knowledge of staff, for equipment maintenance 
and for the supply of reagents and minor supplies; 

-strengthening and upgrading of technological teaching in medical biology. For lack of resources, 
many establishments engaged in the initial training of technicians can ño longer operate or are 
providing inappropriate training; the applicant provides them with material assistance, in particular 
equipment and documentation, educational support and up-to-date scientific information; 

- creation of manufacturing units for reagents and minor equipment in order to increase the 
independence of local laboratories through better management of such items, which would be 
supplied regularly at very low prices and within a period compatible with their storage. 

Training programmes 

-CIFFAD project: distance learning (20 trainees per country) supported by local tutors and 
supplemented by meetings; one-year programme comprising four one-week meetings for practical 
training. Written assignments are corrected by teachers at tiie French National Distance Learning 
Centre. The students are provided with educational materials such as duplicated documents, books, 
technical data sheets and illustrative material on parasitology, haematology and mycology, while 
reference books and slides are provided for the local tutors. The applicant carries out end-of-course 
evaluation and validation. 
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-RITM network project: this important international network is made up of specialists in the various 
disciplines that use microbiological technology. Daily document dispatch and long-distance technical 
assistance. 

-European programme of continuous training in module form for the staff of biology laboratories: 
this programme, drawn up in conjunction with the heads of professional associations in Belgium, 

и Fi^nçç, Portugal apd the Umted Kingdom, should lead to quantification in terms of Euro-credits, to 
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the validation of training activities at the European level, and to the creation of a European "portfolio 
of skills" and of a bank of internationally validated training modules. 

一 Scientific and technical training seminars: this type of training concentrates on the main public 
health topics. It deals on the one hand with water quality, food hygiene and infectious diseases and 
on the other hand with updating the essential knowledge for adaptation to new technologies and for 
equipment maintenance. Laboratory procedures and directly usable technical data sheets permit 
immediate application of the teaching provided. 

-Special interest groups (SIG): creation of special interest groups within a biological technology 
network so as to promote exchanges between technicians of the same discipline or the same area of 
activity: SIG on blood transfusion, on bacteriology, on hygiene and safety and on cytopathology. 

-International meetings and congresses: in 1992, current developments in bacteriology (Tunisia), "The 
dangers of water" under the auspices of WHO, ACCT and the French Ministry for Cooperation 
(Togo), sexually transmitted diseases (Brazil); in 1993，AIDS-related diseases (Benin), special 
aspects of biology in the West Indies (Caribbean); in 1994，European Congress on Biomedical 
Technology on the topic "Safety, hygiene, environment" (France). 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the applicant relate to the General 
Programme of Work of WHO? 

One of the objectives of clinical, radiological and laboratory technology for health systems included 
in the medium-term plan for 1990-1995 is cooperation with Member States in order to establish national 
policies and programmes based on appropriate technology for health. In particular, the aim is to improve 
population coverage through the promotion and development of clinical, radiological and laboratory 
technology with a good cost-benefit ratio designed for systems based on primary health care. 

The WHO Health Laboratory Technology unit is pursuing this objective by encouraging the 
establishment and development of laboratory and blood transfusion services. Its activities consist of 
(a) facilitating the evaluation of such services; (b) providing technical support to improve their management; 
(c) promoting the training of professional staff and furthering the development of appropriate technology; 
and (d) ensuring the transfer of technology and improving the distribution of reagents and other consumable 
items. 

The main objectives of the applicant are to rehabilitate local laboratories in the developing countries: 
(a) by providing basic and continuous training for laboratory technicians; (b) by participating in the training 
of trainers; (c) by producing technical documentation in French; (d) by contributing to the maintenance of 
facilities; and (e) by establishing manufacturing units for simple reagents and small items of equipment so 
as to guarantee supplies. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list the activities which the applicant has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

-Assistance in setting up a network of trainers. 

一 Technical seminar on water hazards, held at the WHO training centre in Togo in March 1992. 

一 Advanced course on techniques for the detection of sexually transmitted diseases, held in Brazil in 
September 1992 and in Bolivia in April 1994. 
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-Theoretical and practical training in Benin in February 1993 on AIDS, tuberculosis and opportunistic 
diseases associated with AIDS, and on prevention of the risk of infection in the laboratory. 

-Course on microscope technology in Benin: training in the repair, adjustment and maintenance of 
the available equipment. 

- Programme for the validation and improvement of the teaching of biomedical technology for the 
advanced schools of health sciences and technology in Tunis, Sfax and Monastir: equipment for the 
schools (value 260 000 French francs), documentation (2500 publications), refresher course for the 
trainers (total of 29 months in France for nine teachers), educational seminars, expert missions. 

-Educational assistance for the Advanced School of Health Sciences and Technology, Tunis. 

_ Distance learning programme for technical assistants, with tutorial support in four French-speaking 
African countries. 

-WHO also collaborated in the International Congress on Biotechnology in 1992 and in the 
International Congresses of Biology Technicians in 1991, 1992 and 1993. 

(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the 
applicant will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

In future, the applicant wishes to collaborate with the WHO Health Laboratory Technology unit in the 
following activities: refurbishing of local laboratories; extension of the operation being conducted in Benin 
to other developing countries; creation of an international school for laboratory technicians in liaison with 
the French National Distance Learning Centre and the applicant's network of trainers; extension of the 
training programme (CIFFAD); refresher training for technical staff, especially those at blood transfusion 
centres, and dissemination of French-language technical documentation and textbooks on microbiology; 
establishment of identification tables for use in parasitology, mycology and haematology. 

7. (a) Does the applicant advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No. 

(b) Has the applicant any special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures? 

No. 

8. History of the applicant 

Established on 22 January 1982. Originally the applicant set out to solve the problems raised by the 
use of English in many meetings or publications by facilitating access to the training and information facilities 
available in the French-speaking scientific world. It set out to promote technology in the biological sciences 
at the national and international levels and to permit the pooling of practical experience, particularly in 
specialist fields. 

The network structure adopted by the applicant at the outset made it possible to solve some of these 
problems. Very soon, a large number of non-French-speaking countries wanted to benefit from the 
applicant's activities. From 1981 to 1994 membership rose from six to 39 countries, including 20 registered 
associations and over 20 000 individual members (see Annex). 
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9. Membership 

(a) List member/affiliated organizations, giving the countries in which they are 
established and the total number of persons who are members of each of these 
member/affiliated organizations 

See Annex. 

(b) Do member/affiliated organizations pay contributions to the applicant? 

Yes. 

(c) Are there other types of membership of the applicant such as individual 
members, associate members? 

Honorary members, individual members working as biology technicians, and governmental members 
consisting of the State services concerned with the training or work of biology technicians. 

10. Is the applicant affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

Agence de Coopération culturelle et technique - France 
UNESCO 

African Association of Microbiology and Food Hygiene 
Aide médicale internationale 
Développement et Santé 
Eau, Agriculture et Santé en Milieu tropical 
Fédération intersectorielle des Technologistes, Techniciens et Etudiants en Biologie 
Institut Santé et Développement 
Médecins Sans Frontières 
Participer et agir aujourd'hui 
Programme Solidarité-Eau 
Union of Engineers and Technicians using the French language. 

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices of the applicant 

There are no branch or regional offices. 

12. Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies such as conference, governing body, executive 
committee 

Governing bodies: General Assembly, Management Board elected by the General Assembly, consisting 
of two delegates and two alternates per country represented. 

(b) Frequency of meetings, with date of the last meeting of each 

The General Assembly meets three times a year; the last meeting was in October 1992. 
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The Management Board meets when convened by the President or at the joint request of half of its 
members; the last meeting was in July 1993. 
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13. Officers 

Nelly Marchai 

Paulette Colson 
Maria Grazia Benedetti 
Carlos Amado 

Alain Fatinde 
Ridha Achour 

Alexandre Milanovic 
Joachim Marina-Ocana 
Monique Van Der Stock 
Odile Coutelet 

At the applicant's headquarters, there is an administrative secretariat under the authority of a manager 
who is a member of the Association but has no voting rights. 

Paid staff: one part-time secretary employed at the headquarters; one book-keeper. 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the applicant? 

Yes. 

15. Finances 

Financial reports for the period 1990 to 1994 have been supplied to the WHO Secretariat. 

16. Publications 

-Newsletter in French: Le courrier de L，ASSITEB, published quarterly. As a result of advertisements 
placed in the media a mutual assistance service has been set up: donations of equipment, 
documentation for schools, technical assistance. 

-Journa l s in French: L 'information du technicien biologiste (up to 1992), and Le Biotechnologiste 
(since January 1993)，published quarterly. 

-Monographs in French: "Les dangers de l'eau" and "Les bonnes pratiques des prélèvements". 

-Introductory book on microbiology. 

-Technical data sheets in French (50 published, 50 in preparation), mainly on the following topics: 
safety; sterilization/preparation; basic bacteriology techniques; mycology. 

President: 

Vice-Presidents: 

Europe 

Africa 

South of the Sahara: 
North of the Sahara: 

Secretary: 
Deputy Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Deputy Treasurer: 
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17. Documentation 

A copy of the applicant's statutes has been supplied to the WHO Secretariat. 
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ANNEX 

REGISTERED ASSOCIATIONS - MEMBERS OF THE APPLICANT 

ASATEB Algeria 200 

BVLT-ABTL Belgium 1 200 

ASTEB Benin 200 

ASSITEB Bolivia 200 

ASSITEB Brazil 350 

ANTEBBU Burundi 60 

APTMQ Canada 12 000 

ASSITEB Central African 
Republic 

180 

UNATEB Congo 120 

ATL Côte d'Ivoire 210 

UNATEB France 2 500 

AITELAM Italy 1 000 

Synd. des Techn. Biol. Lebanon 300 

ASSITEB Mauritius 70 

AMSITS Morocco 350 

STP Portugal 10 000 

ASSETEB Senegal 360 

AETEL Spain 2 000 

UNAPELM Togo 125 

ATUTEB Tunisia 400 

Two other associations in Cameroon and Gabon have recently requested membership. 
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The applicant has over 23 000 individual members in the following countries: 

Argentina 
Burkina Faso 
Cambodia 
Cameroon 
Chad 
Comoros 
Cyprus 
Gabon 
Germany 
Guinea 
Lao People's Democratic Republic 

Luxembourg 
Madagascar 
Mali 
Mauritania 
Norway 
Romania 
Switzerland 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland 
Viet Nam 


