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1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the applicant") 

International Society of Surgery (ISS) 
Société internationale de Chirurgie (SIC) 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be 
addressed 

International Society of Surgery 
Hauptstrasse 63 
Postfach 411 
CH-4153 Reinach BL 1 

Tel: 41 61 711 70 36 
Fax: 41 61 711 73 03 

Professor Dr M. Allgôwer, Secretary-General 
Professor Dr T. Rüedi, Secretary-General elect 
Mr V. Bertschi, Administrative Director 

3. Genera丨 objectives of the applicant 

Principally, to advance the science and art of surgery by research, education and nurturing of surgical 
practice throughout the world. The applicant is particularly concerned with the importance of the standard 
of surgery in remote peripheral hospitals in developing countries. 

4. What are the main activities of the applicant? 

To organize the World Congress of Surgery and International Surgical Week. The purpose of these 
events is to hold the applicant's General Assembly; to present progress and problems of interest to all 

1 Based on reply to questionnaire submitted by the applicant on 17 March 1993. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the nongovernmental 
organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the 
Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the 
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
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surgeons; to function as a venue for simultaneous meetings of various surgical specialties; and to promote 
scientific exchange between the various surgical specialties by means of joint presentations, panels and 
workshops. 

To organize regional scientific meetings and courses. The applicant arranges postgraduate courses 
in countries for members who cannot easily attend the International Surgical Week. The first such course 
took place in 1990 in Moscow, the second in 1992 in Mexico City, and the third will be held during 1993 
in Santiago de Chile. Participation is normally 300-400 surgeons. The applicant also holds regular six-day 
workshops in Switzerland, the first three days of which are related to conservative surgical techniques and 
the remainder for endoscopic surgery. The applicant, in collaboration with WHO, extends invitations and 
supports the participation of surgeons from developing countries. 

For publications, see paragraph 16. 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the applicant relate to the General 
Programme of Work of WHO? 

The special expertise of the applicant and support for basic surgical education in developing countries 
and quality of care under restricted circumstances coincide with WHO's policy to ensure that knowledge 
about new and more efficient surgical procedures and technologies is made available to countries, and that 
support is provided for development of national standards and mechanisms to apply such procedures. Its 
concern for appropriate surgical interventions in connexion with injuries and mass disasters complements 
WHO's work in identifying improved procedures for the management of injuries, particularly in emergency 
situations and in promoting research for injury prevention and protection, with particular regard to 
biomechanical research and multidisciplinary cooperation. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list the activities which the applicant has carried out jointly wKh WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

-Wor ld Cc ess of Surgery and the International Surgical Week, Canada, 1989, and Sweden, 1991, 
in which О participated. 

-State of the art of surgery supplied to WHO for distribution to training institutions in the developing 

-Collaboration in training activities and support to continuing education of young surgeons from 
developing countries. 

(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the 
applicant will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

The applicant has defined several activities in conjunction with WHO's programmes on accident 
prevention and on clinical, laboratory and radiological technology for health systems based on primary 
health care. 

WHO will co-sponsor the Thirty-fifth World Congress of Surgery, August 1993. The main scientific 
programme of the International Surgical Week will feature a joint panel with WHO on accidental and 
violent intentional injuries. It is expected that the joint panel will become a regular feature of the Week. 

world. 

The applicant will collaborate in a monograph on day-care surgery. 
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Collaboration will be maintained in connection with the continuing education of young surgeons from 
developing countries and provision of State of the art of surgery for distribution to institutions in developing 
countries. 

7. (a) Does the applicant advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No. 

(b) Has the applicant any special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures? 

Prolonged conservative treatment of polytraumatized patients in traction maintaining a supine 
position of the body has to be replaced by early total care under adequate cardiorespiratory monitoring and 
treatment and early, operation fixation and external rigid fixation of the major long bones, particularly the 
femur. 

8. History of the applicant 

Establishment of the applicant was first proposed at a meeting of the Congress of Belgian Surgeons 
in 1902, and formal constitution took place at the first international congress of surgery in Brussels in 1905. 
Except for the period 1939-1946, the applicant has held congresses without interruption since 1905. Over 
the years the applicant responded to developments in surgery and to that end it has cultivated association 
with various specialist organizations. Its congresses feature topics of general interest to all operating 
surgeons and offer sessions devoted to various surgical specialties and subspecialties. The applicant has, 
on several occasions, amended its constitution, the last time in 1989. 

9. Membership 

(a) List member/affiliated organizations, giving the countries in which they are 
established and the total number of persons who are members of each of these 
member/affiliated organizations 

Membership consists of individual Active, Senior and Honorary members (a National Chapter is 
constituted in each country with 10 or more Active members), and integrated societies, of which there are 
currently two, the International Association of Endocrine Surgeons, and the International Association for 
the Surgery of Trauma and Surgical Intensive Care. Total membership, including the two integrated 
societies, is 11 Honorary members, 3249 Active members and 538 Senior members, i.e. 3798 members. 

Members practise in the following countries or areas: Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Belgium, Brazil, Cameroon, Canada, China Province of Taiwan，Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Ecuador，Egypt, Ethiopia, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia 
and Montenegro), Finland, France, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala，Honduras, Hong Kong, Hungary, 
India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Islamic Republic of Iran, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Mexico, Morocco, Myanmar, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Panama, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of 
Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia，Singapore, Slovak Republic, South Africa, Spain, Sri 
Lanka, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, 
Zaire and Zimbabwe. 

(b) Do member/affiliated organizations pay contributions to the applicant? 

Only Active Members and integrated societies pay dues. 
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(с) Are there other types of membership of the applicant such as individual 
members, associate members? 

Organizations with common interests are invited as associated societies to take part in the 
International Surgical Week. 

10. Is the applicant affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

No. 

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices of the applicant 

There are no branch or regional offices. 

12. Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies such as conference, governing body, executive committee 

The main policy-making body of the applicant is the General Assembly. 

The Executive Committee, composed of a President, President of the Congress (President-elect), 
Secretary-General, Treasurer, Editor-in-Chief of the World Journal of Surgery, four Councillors at large and 
one Councillor delegated by each Integrated Society, is responsible for the general administration and 
financial management of the applicant. 

The International Committee, composed of the Executive Committee, the Vice-Presidents of the 
Congress, and one National Delegate from each Country-Chapter, discusses general policy and makes 
recommendations to the membership for vote at the General Assembly. 

(b) Frequency of meetings, with date of the last meeting of each 

(i) The General Assembly meets on the occasion of the World Congress of Surgery, held every two 
years, the last meeting was August 1991. 

(ii) The Executive Committee meets at least once a year, the last meeting was March 1993. 

(iii) The International Committee meets every two years on the occasion of the World Congress, 
the last meeting was August 1991. 

13. Officers 

President 
President of 35th Congress 

and President-elect 
Past President 
Secretary-General 
Secretary-General elect 
Assistant Secretary-General 
General Treasurer 

Professor Lloyd M. Nyhus 

Professor Michael Trede 
Professor José F. Patiño 
Professor Martin Allgôwer 
Professor Thomas Rüedi 
Dr Andreas Huber 
Mr Alberto Peracchia 

Administrative Director 
(salaried position) 

Mr Victor Bertschi 
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14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the applicant? 

Yes. 

15. Finances 

Financial statements for the years 1990-1992 have been provided and are held by the WHO 
Secretariat. 

16. Publications 

(i) World Journal of Surgery - six issues per year published in English with summaries in French and 
Spanish. 

(ii) State of the Art of Surgery booklet is produced after each World Congress of Surgery and 
contains summaries of the Luncheon Panels held during the Congress (in English). 

(iii) Newsletter, two or three times a year in English. 

17. Documentation 

A copy of the applicant's Constitution has been provided and is held by the WHO Secretariat. 


