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Report by the Director-General 

1. At its eighty-third session, the Executive Board considered the Agreement between 
the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO), in the light of Article 70 of the Constitution of WHO. The text of 
the Agreement was annexed to document EB83/40 (see Appendix to the Annex to this 
document). 

2. The Executive Board in its resolution EB83.R18 recommended to the World Health 
Assembly the adoption of a resolution. 
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AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
ORGANIZATION (UNIDO) 

When UNIDO became a specialized agency in 1985 its 
Director-General proposed that, for the purposes of close and 
effective cooperation, a new agreement be concluded between WHO and 
UNIDO. This document describes both the various stages of 
cooperation between the two organizations and the legal procedure 
under the WHO Constitution for the approval of such an agreement, 
which is in line with similar agreements concluded between WHO and 
other specialized agencies. 

1. The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) was set up by the 
United Nations General Assembly in 1966 as a subsidiary organ with an autonomous status. 
Cooperation between WHO and UNIDO was progressively established, and in August 1976 this 
cooperation was formalized in a Memorandum of Understanding aimed at developing further 
cooperation in all areas in which the functions and activities of the two organizations 
were complementary and mutually supportive. This Memorandum of Understanding was 
supplemented in April 1985 by a Note of Understanding on coordination in certain areas of 
cooperation. 

2. After UNIDO had become a specialized agency in 1985 its Director-General 
communicated to the Director-General of WHO the need for his organization to conclude 
relationship agreements separately with each of the organizations of the United Nations 
system. He therefore proposed that WHO and UNIDO conclude a new agreement which would 
constitute an appropriate framework for close and effective cooperation. 

3. A draft agreement was finalized after review and exchange of views between the 
secretariats of the two organizations, and was approved by UNIDO's Industrial Development 
Board in October 1988. 

4. So far as WHO is concerned, the draft agreement falls within the scope of Article 70 
of the Constitution, which reads as follows: 

"The Organization shall establish effective relations and cooperate closely with 
such other intergovernmental organizations as may be desirable. Any formal 
agreement entered into with such organizations shall be subject to approval by a 
two-thirds vote of the Health Assembly." 

5. The draft agreement, annexed to this document, is submitted to the Executive Board 
for its consideration and appropriate recommendation to the Health Assembly. The 
Executive Board may wish to recommend that the Health Assembly approve the Agreement in 
accordance with Article 70. If approved by the Health Assembly, the new agreement will 
replace and supersede the Memorandum of Understanding of 1976 and the Note of 
Understanding of 1985 as a legal basis for cooperation between WHO and UNIDO. 
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Draft Agreement between the 
World Health Organization and the 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

Article 1 

Co-operation and consultation 

With a view to facilitating the effective attainment 
of the objectives set forth in their respective 
Constitutions, the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (hereinafter referred to as "UNIDO") and 
World Health Organization (hereinafter referred to as 
"WHO" agree that, within the general framework 
established by the Charter of the United Nations and by 
their respective Constitutions, they shall act in close 
co-operation with each other and they shall consult with 
each other regularly in regard to matters of common 
interest* 

Article 2 

Reciprocal representation 

1. Representatives of WHO shall be invited to attend 
the sessions of the General Conference and of the 
Industrial Development Board of UNIDO and to participate 
without vote in the deliberations of each of these bodies 
on matters of particular concern to WHO. 

2. Representatives of UNIDO shall be invited to attend 
the sessions of the Executive Board of WHO and the World 
Health Assembly and to participate without vote in the 
deliberations of each of these bodies on matters of 
particular concern to UNIDO. 

Article 3 

Proposal of agenda items 

Upon request by the other organization, and after 
such preliminary consultations as may be necessary, each 
organization shall include in the provisional agenda of 
the session respectively referred to in Article 2, 
paragraphs 1 and 2, any question which has been submitted 
to it by the other organization. 

Article 4 

Exchange of information and documents 

Subject to such arrangements as may be necessary for 
the safeguarding of confidential material, the fullest 
and promptest exchange of information and documentation 
shall be made between UNIDO and WHO. The information so 
provided shall in particular cover all projected 
activities and all programmes of work which may be of 
interest to the other party. 

Article 5 

Co-operation between secretariats 

The Secretariat of UNIDO and the Secretariat of WHO 
shall maintain a close working relationship in accordance 
with such arrangements as may have been agreed upon from 
time to time between the Directors-General of UNIDO and 
WHO. 

Article 6 

ÜNIDO/WHO joint committees 

1. UNIDO and WHO may refer to a joint committee any 
questions of common interest which it may appear 
desirable to refer to such a committee. 

2. Any such joint committee shall consist of 
representatives appointed by each organization, the 
number to be appointed by each being decided by agreement 
between the two organizations. 

Article 7 

Statistical services 

UNIDO and WHO agree to keep each other informed of 
their work in the field of statistics and to consult each 
other in regard to all statistical projects dealing with 
matters of common interest. 

Article 8 

Personnel arrangements 

WHO and UNIDO agree to co-operate in order to 
facilitate the interchange of staff and to promote 
efficiency and effective co-ordination of their 
respective activities. Such co-operation shall be in 
accordance with the Inter-Organization Agreement 
Concerning Transfer, Secondment or Loan of Staff among 
the Organizations Applying the United Nations Common 
System of Salaries and Allowances. 

Article 9 

Financing of special services 

If compliance with a request for assistance made by 
either organization to the other would involve 
substantial expenditure for the organization complying 
with the request, consultation shall take place with a 
view to determining the most equitable manner of meeting 
such expenditure. 

Article 10 

Implementation of the Agreement 

The Directors-General of UNIDO and WHO may enter 
into such arrangements for the implementation of this 
Agreement as may be found desirable in the light of the 
operating experience of the two organizations. 

Article 11 

Notification to the United Nations and filing and 
recording 

1* In accordance with their respective agreements with 
the United Nations, UNIDO and WHO shall inform the United 
Nations forthwith of the terms of the present Agreement. 

2. On the coining into force of the present Agreement in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 13, it shall be 
communicated to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations for filing and recording. 

Article 12 

Revision and termination 

1. This Agreement shall be subject to revision by 
agreement between UNIDO and WHO. 

2. It may be terminated by either party on 31 December 
of any year by written notice given not later than 
30 June of that year. 



A42/17 
Appendix 

EB83/40 
Annex 

Article 13 

Entry into force 

This Agreement shall enter into force upon having 
been approved by the Industrial Development Board of 
UNIDO and the World Health Assembly of WHO and signed by 
the Directors-General of UNIDO and WHO, respectively. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Director-General of the World 
Health Organization and the Director-General of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
have affixed their signature to two authentic texts 
of this Agreement in English and French each, the 
texts in English and French being equally 
authoritative. 

Protocol regarding the entry into Force of the 
Agreement Between the World Health Organization and the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization. 

In accordance with the provisions of its Article 13, 
the Agreement between WHO and UNIDO entered into force on 

after having been approved by the World Health 
Assembly of WHO and by the Industrial Development Board 
of UNIDO on and after having been signed on 
by the Directors-General of WHO and UNIDO, respectively. 

SIGNED at on 198. in two 
copies, each in English and French, both language 
versions being equally authentic. 

Done at on 198. 

Director-General 
World Health Organization 

Director-General 
United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization 

Director-General 
World Health Organization 

Director-General 
United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization 


