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Other information 

Venue  Summit Halls C & D, 4th floor, Philippine International Convention 
Center 

Distribution of 
documents 

Representatives are kindly requested to collect daily their 
documents, messages and invitations at their designated 
mailboxes. 

Rapporteurs 
Meeting 

The meeting will be held daily after the afternoon session at 17:45 
in Summit Hall E, 4th floor, Philippine International Convention 
Center. 

Internet access Wireless Internet access is available in the Reception Hall and all 
meeting areas.  The network name is PICC Wifi.  The password 
can be obtained from the Enquiry Desk in the lobby, outside the 
Plenary Hall, 4th floor. 

Computers and a printer are also available in the lobby. 

WHO publications Publications related to the agenda of the Regional Committee are 
on display in the lobby.  A digital catalogue is also provided. 

Security Please ensure that your ID card is displayed at all times while 
inside the premises. 

Kindly contact the WHO Administrative Services Officer,  
Mr Paul Carlson, should you have any concerns at +63 2 528-9608 
(landline) or +63 920 963 5457 (mobile). 

WHO has a no-smoking policy for all WHO meetings and related 
functions.  Likewise, smoking is prohibited in public areas in Metro 
Manila. 
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I. PROGRAMME OF WORK 

Agenda items  08:30–12:00  

13 

 
 

14 

 

Expanded Programme on Immunization: Regional Framework 
for Implementation of the Global Vaccine Action Plan in the 
Western Pacific 

Emergencies and disasters 

 

WPR/RC65/8 

 

WPR/RC65/9 

Agenda items 14:00–17:30  

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

Progress reports on technical programmes: Part 1  

15.10 International Health Regulations 

15.11 Food Safety: Implementing the Western Pacific 
Regional Food Safety Strategy (2011–2015) 

15.1  Malaria 

15.2  TB: Preparation for regional operationalization of the 
Global TB Strategy after 2015 

15.3  Dengue 

Progress reports on technical programmes: Part 2  

15.4   Noncommunicable diseases 

15.5   Environmental health: Regional Forum on Environment 
and Health 

15.6   Violence and injury prevention 

15.7   Nutrition: Double burden of malnutrition 

15.8   Universal Health Coverage 

15.9   Millennium Development Goals 

WPR/RC65/10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WPR/RC65/10 

 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

Draft Proposed Programme Budget 2016–2017 WPR/RC65/Conference Paper No. 1 
Tobacco Free Initiative: Regional Action Plan 2015–2019 WPR/RC65/Conference Paper No. 2 
Mental health WPR/RC65/Conference Paper No. 3 
Antimicrobial resistance WPR/RC65/Conference Paper No. 4 

Please Note: Draft resolutions (also known as Conference Papers) were distributed this morning.      
Any amendments should be submitted in writing to the Enquiry Desk using specific language.             
The Conference Papers will be considered for adoption after the morning coffee break. 
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II. REPORT OF MEETINGS (TUESDAY, 14 OCTOBER 2014) 

Second meeting 

  Chairperson:  

Dr Enrique T. Ona, Secretary of Health, Philippines 

Item 4. Address by the incoming Chairperson 

The incoming Chairperson thanked the Regional Committee for the opportunity to 
chair the sixty-fifth session.  He updated representatives on the ongoing response 
to Typhoon Haiyan, which in November 2013 took its greatest toll on the central 
Philippines.  He thanked WHO and the international community for their continuing 
support.  He noted the importance of the items on the Regional Committee 
agenda, calling specific attention to mental health, tobacco control, antimicrobial 
resistance, vaccines, and emergencies and disasters. He called on Member States 
to continue to work together to meet those challenges and other issues facing the 
Western Pacific Region. 

Item 8. Programme Budget 2012–2013: budget performance (final report) 

The Director, Programme Management, introduced document WPR/RC65/3, 
presenting the final financial implementation of assessed and voluntary 
contributions for the biennium 2012–2013 by source of funding, strategic objective, 
budget centre and category of expenditure.  He noted the continued trend of higher 
implementation in countries.  He also noted that the largest percentage of 
expenditures continues to be staff costs.  He indicated that recommendations from 
both external and internal audits were implemented. 

Interventions were made by representatives of the following Member States (in 
order): Japan, the Federated States of Micronesia, Australia, the Republic of 
Korea, China, Mongolia and the Philippines. 

Director, Programme Management, explained that the partially achieved regional 
expected results were due principally to unprecedented and unexpected health 
emergencies and WHO’s need to respond comprehensively.  He said the 
Organization is moving in a positive direction. 

The Chairperson noted that the Regional Committee has decided to accept the 
Regional Director's final report on the Programme Budget 2012–2013. 

Item 9. Draft Proposed Programme Budget 2016–2017 

The Director, Programme Management, introduced the Organization-wide draft 
Proposed Programme Budget 2016–2017 in document WPR/RC65/4. It is the 
second biennial budget under the Twelfth General Programme of Work  
2014–2019. He noted that the draft Proposed Programme Budget 2016–2017 
builds on Programme Budget 2014–2015 but was developed using bottom-up, 
more robust and results-based planning to focus efforts on the priorities for 
technical cooperation in each country.  He underscored that these country-level 
priorities are aligned with regional and global commitments to formulate proposed 
outputs for each programme area.  This consolidation was undertaken through 
category and programme area networks to ensure coherence across all three 
levels of the Organization. 

The Director, Programme Management invited Dr Hans Troedsson, Assistant 
Director-General, WHO headquarters, to present the draft Proposed Programme 
Budget 2016–2017.  The Assistant Director-General said the Organization is 
seeking input and guidance from Member States at the various sessions of the 
regional committees in drafting the Proposed Programme Budget 2016–2017, 
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which in turn will be submitted to the Executive Board and the World Health 
Assembly in 2015. He said the process began with the continuation of the 
Programme Budget 2014–2015, which reflected the desire of Member States for 
robust bottom-up priority setting, clearer delineation of roles and responsibilities, 
and realistic costing of outputs. He said the draft Proposed Programme Budget 
2016–2017, which is being developed in the broader context of Organizational 
reform, can also serve as a model for future budgets. The draft Proposed 
Programme Budget reflects the priorities of the Twelfth General Programme of 
Work and builds on the current Programme Budget. He said it also strengthens 
engagement of Programme Area Networks and Category Networks. He said the 
Organization’s biennial budget will continue to remain stable at about US$ 4 billion. 

Interventions were made by representatives of the following Member States (in 
order): Malaysia, Japan, Papua New Guinea, the Federated States of Micronesia, 
Australia, the Marshall Islands, the Republic of Korea, Viet Nam, the Philippines, 
Samoa, China, Cook Islands and Papua New Guinea. 

The Director, Programme Management, addressed Member State concerns. He 
emphasized that country priorities would be respected, allowing Member States to 
determine priorities for WHO support despite changes in funding priorities at the 
global level.  

The Assistant Director-General added that Member States comments were very 
useful and will be noted and used in planning by the Executive Board and World 
Health Assembly. He reiterated the importance of priority-setting at the country 
level.  Changes in funding at the global level, he explained, are not necessarily due 
to changes in priorities, but rather anticipation of funding from other sources. 

The Regional Director for the Western Pacific noted that the budget process is in a 
transitional phase and asked Member States to have realistic expectations 
concerning the budget. He said that the Western Pacific Region has traditionally 
been fiscally conservative and welcomed moving towards a budget planning 
process based on more concrete numbers. 

The Chairperson requested the Rapporteurs to prepare a draft resolution on the 
draft Proposed Programme Budget 2016–2017 for consideration by the Regional 
Committee. 

Item 11.   Tobacco Free Initiative: Regional Action Plan 2015–2019 

 

 

The Director, Programme Management, introduced the item on the Tobacco Free 
Initiative, noting that actions plans to help countries accelerate implementation of 
the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) were developed 
every five years for the past two decades in the Western Pacific Region. He 
highlighted the significant progress made in the current action plan which ends this 
year. He underscored that all countries in the Region are now parties to the WHO 
FCTC.  He further said that countries are legislating and implementing various 
tobacco control measures, and that more than 50% of countries have reduced 
tobacco use prevalence in men and women by more than 10%. 

The Director, Programme Management, invited Member States to discuss and 
consider endorsement of the new regional plan which builds on successes and 
further enhances vigilance and capacity to respond to emerging threats.  He also 
indicated that the plan provides a clear road map for actions for the next five years, 
with corresponding indicators. He underscored that it focuses on increased 
institutional capacities, engages all constituencies and sectors, reinforces 
legislative measures and ensures enforcement of tobacco control policies. 

Interventions were made by representatives of the following Member States (in 
order): Australia, Viet Nam, the Federated States of Micronesia, Mongolia,  
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Singapore, China, Brunei Darussalam, Hong Kong SAR (China), the Philippines, 
the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, the Marshall Islands, Japan, Papua New Guinea 
and Samoa. 

The Director, NCD and Health through the Life-Course, praised Member States in 
the Region for their commitment in implementing the WHO FCTC. She thanked 
Member States for their energy and enthusiasm during consultations to develop 
the draft Regional Action Plan for the Tobacco Free Initiative in the Western Pacific 
(2015–2019). She also addressed concerns raised about other tobacco products 
including chewing tobacco and electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS) that 
mimic tobacco use, and said the Organization would work with Member States on 
interventions and regulations to protect public health from these dangers. She said 
the protocol on illicit trade of the WHO FCTC could be used as a platform for 
dialogue on tobacco and trade. She took note of the efforts of Member States in 
the Pacific to create a Tobacco Free Pacific by 2025. 

The Chairperson requested the Rapporteurs to prepare a draft resolution on 
Regional Action Plan for the Tobacco Free Initiative in the Western Pacific (2015–
2019) for consideration by the Regional Committee. 

 

Third meeting 

High-level Panel Discussion on Mental Health 

Facilitator: Dr Shekhar Saxena, Director, Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
WHO headquarters 

The facilitator led the High-level Panel Discussion on Mental Health.  He said the 
panel discussion was intended to exchange experiences and lessons learnt, 
discuss key areas for action, and strengthen collaboration among governments, 
patients groups, United Nations agencies and partners to take bold actions to 
address mental health problems in countries.  He introduced the two main 
speakers: Professor Harvey Whiteford, School of Population Health, Faculty of 
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, The University of Queensland, Australia, and 
Dr Graham Thornicroft, Professor of Community Psychiatry, Health Service and 
Population Research Department, King's College London, Institute of Psychiatry, 
Psychology and Neuroscience.  He also introduced the other panelists:  

Dr Yutaro Setoya, Technical Officer, Mental Health, Division of Pacific Technical 
Support, WHO Representative Office in the South Pacific, Fiji. 

Professor Lourdes Ignacio, Professor Emeritus, Department of Psychiatry, 
University of the Philippines. 

Dr Takuya Sugie, Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, Tottori 
University, Faculty of Medicine, Japan. 

The scope and magnitude of mental health issues in the Western Pacific and the 
critical areas for action were discussed. 

 

Chairperson 

Dr Enrique T. Ona, Secretary of Health, Philippines 

 Item 10 Mental Health 

 The Regional Director expressed his appreciation to the panel members for sharing 
their expertise and insights during the panel discussion.  He noted the Mental Health 
Action Plan 2013–2020 adopted during the Sixty-sixth World Health Assembly.   
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He underscored that the plan focuses on four key objectives: more effective 
leadership and governance for mental health; the provision of comprehensive, 
integrated mental health and social-care services in community-based settings; 
implementation of strategies for promotion and prevention; and strengthened 
information systems, evidence and research. 

The Regional Director then presented the draft Regional Agenda for Implementation 
of the Mental Health Action Plan 2013–2020 in the Western Pacific, which was 
developed in consultation with Member States and other stakeholders. He said 
consultations helped adapt the action plan to community contexts. He highlighted 
the action plan's unique approaches to address the diversity of mental health needs 
and resources across the Region. He also noted the implementation options the 
action plan outlines for core, expanded and optimal actions, as well as proposed 
priority areas for support to countries and regional collaboration. 

Interventions were made by representatives of the following Member States  
(in order): the United States of America, New Zealand, France, China, Australia,  
the Philippines, Japan, Brunei Darussalam, Mongolia, Papua New Guinea,  
the Republic of Korea, the Federated States of Micronesia, Cook Islands, Viet Nam, 
Kiribati, Hong Kong SAR (China) and Samoa. 

The Director, Division of NCD and Health through the Life-Course, thanked Member 
States for their comments and insights aimed at helping to better address mental 
health issues.  She said that draft Regional Agenda for Implementation of the Mental 
Health Action Plan 2013–2020 in the Western Pacific would be updated to reflect 
Member State interventions regarding the scope and focus of mental health services 
and programmes in individual countries and across the Region.  

The Chairperson requested the Rapporteurs to prepare a draft resolution on the 
Regional Agenda for Implementation of the Mental Health Action Plan 2013–2020 in 
the Western Pacific, for consideration by the Regional Committee. 

Item 12 Antimicrobial resistance 

 The Regional Director introduced document WPR/RC65/7 which presents the 
response to contain antimicrobial resistance in the Western Pacific Region. He noted 
that antimicrobial resistance is a major public health challenge with devastating 
consequences for present and future generations. The Regional Director stressed 
the need for national action plans to bring together health and agricultural sectors as 
well as civil society. He said that political will is needed to drive action to prevent the 
loss of effective antibiotics. He also underscored the importance of evidence-based 
actions and integrated surveillance across animal and human health sectors. He 
urged Member States to identify and implement priority actions and to commit to 
developing or strengthening national plans to contain antimicrobial resistance, as 
part of a region-wide response. 

Interventions were made by representatives of the following Member States (in 
order): Singapore, New Zealand, the Federated States of Micronesia, Japan,  
the Republic of Korea, the United States of America, France, Australia, China,  
Hong Kong SAR (China), Viet Nam and the Philippines. 

The Director, Division of Health Systems, thanked the Member States for the 
interventions to refine the draft Action Agenda for Antimicrobial Resistance in the 
Western Pacific Region. She said the final document will reflect relevant Member 
State concerns. She explained that the draft Action Agenda for Antimicrobial 
Resistance in the Western Pacific Region does not address the complexity of animal 
health issues. She recommended that those issues be addressed collaboratively and 
more comprehensively in the future. 

The Chairperson requested the Rapporteurs to prepare a draft resolution on 
antimicrobial resistance, for consideration by the Regional Committee. 
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III. OTHER MEETINGS 

Wednesday, 15 October 2014 

 
12:30–14:00 

17:45–onward 

 

 

 
Viral Hepatitis (Summit Hall E, 4th floor) 

Informal Consultation with Member States (Summit Halls C & D) 

GAVI Alliance (Room 304) 

Thursday, 16 October 2014 

 
12:30–14:00 

 
Approaches to Financing for Prevention (Summit Hall E, 4th floor) 

 

17:45–onward Meeting of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (Room 304) 

 


