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RATIONAL USE OF DRUGS 

TRADITIONAL MEDICINE AND MEDICINAL PLANTS 

The Director-General has the honour to bring to the attention of the Health Assembly 
the Chiang Mai Declaration, "Saving Lives by Saving Plants". This Declaration was 
adopted by an International Consultation on the Conservation of Medicinal Plants convened 
by the Director-General from 21 to 26 March 1988 in Chiang Mai in collaboration with the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources and the World 
Wildlife Fund. 
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CHIANG MAI DECLARATION 

Saving Lives by Saving Plants 

We, the health professionals and the plant conservation specialists who have come 
together for the first time at the WHO/IUCN/WWF International Consultation on 
Conservation of Medicinal Plants, held in Chiang Mai, 21-26 March 1988, do hereby 
reaffirm our commitment to the collective goal of "Health for All by the Year 2000" 
through the primary health care approach and to the principles of conservation and 
sustainable development outlined in the World Conservation Strategy. 

We: 

- recognize that medicinal plants are essential in primary health care, 
self-medication and in national health services； 

- are alarmed at the consequences of loss of plant diversity around the 

- view with grave concern the fact that many of the plants that provide 
and modern drugs are threatened； 

- draw the attention of the United Nations, its agencies and Member States, other 
international agencies and their members and non-government organizations to: 

1) the vital importance of medicinal plants in health care； 

2) the increasing and unacceptable loss of these medicinal plants due to habitat 
destruction and unsustainable harvesting practices； 

3) the fact that plant resources in one country are often of critical importance to 
to other countries； 

4) the significant economic value of the medicinal plants used today and the great 
potential of the plant kingdom to provide new drugs； 

5) the continuing disruption and loss of indigenous cultures, which often hold the 
key to finding new medicinal plants that may benefit the global community; 

6) the urgent need for international cooperation and coordination to establish 
programmes for conservation of medicinal plants to ensure that adequate 
quantities are available for future generations. 

We, the members of the Chiang Mai International Consultation, hereby call on all people 
to commit themselves to Save the Plants that Save Lives. 
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Chiang Mai, Thailand 
26 March 1988 


