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Introduction 

1.1 At its sixty-sixth 
statement to the Health 

session, in May 1980, the Executive Board decided that the 
Assembly in plenary meeting by the representative of the 

Executive Board on the work of the Board during its two preceding sessions should be 
prepared in writing and distributed prior to the Assembly. 

1.2 In conformity with this decision, the representatives of the Executive Board to the 
Forty-first World Health Assembly present in this document a summary of the work of the 
Board at its eightieth and eighty-first sessions. The representative of the Executive 
Board, in an oral statement to the plenary meeting, will highlight the discussions and 
the decisions taken on some of the issues dealt with by the Board at the two sessions. 

2• Eightieth session of the Executive Board 

2.1 At its eightieth session (18 and 19 May 1987), the Executive Board dealt with a 
number of procedural matters, including the election of its office holders and the 
filling of vacancies on some of its committees and working groups. 

2.2 After hearing the report presented on behalf of its representatives to the Fortieth 
World Health Assembly, the Board expressed its appreciation of the work accomplished by 
the representatives and their successful efforts in strengthening the close 
interrelationship existing between the Health Assembly and the Board. 

о 
2.3 A number of reports on expert committee and study group meetings was brought to 
the Board's attention, at both its eightieth and eighty-first sessions, and the 
Director-General was requested to follow up the experts' recommendations in the 
implementation of the Organization's programme, bearing in mind the discussions in the 
Board. The Programme Committee was requested to examine the modalities of reviewing the 
reports for the Board. 

1 Decision EB66(1). 
о 
WHO Expert Committees on: Biological Standardization, thirty-sixth report, WHO 

Technical Report Series (TRS) No. 745, 1987; Alternative Systems of Oral Care Delivery, 
TRS 750, 1987； Specifications for Pharmaceutical Preparations, thirtieth report, 
TRS 748, 1987; Role of Hospitals at the First Referral Level (Hospitals and health for 
all), TRS 744, 1987； Prevention and Control of Intestinal Parasitic Infections, TRS 749, 
1987; Drug Dependence, twenty-third report, TRS 741, 1987; Joint FAO/WHO Expert 
Committee on Food Additives, thirtieth report (Evaluation of certain food additives and 
contaminants), TRS 751, 1987; Onchocerciasis, third report, TRS 752， 1987； Biological 
Standardization, thirty-seventh report, TRS 760, 1987； Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on 
Food Additives, thirty-first report (Evaluation of certain food additives and 
contaminants), TRS 759, 1987. WHO Study Groups on: Community-based Education of Health 
Personnel, TRS 746, 1987； Technology for Water Supply and Sanitation in Developing 
Countries, TRS 742, 1987; Hypertensive Disorders of Pregnancy, TRS 758, 1987; Rational 
Use of Diagnostic Imaging in Paediatrics, TRS 757, 1987； Special Risk Factors of 
Children at Work, TRS 756, 1987; Biologicals (Acceptability of cell substrates for 
production of biologicals), TRS 747, 1987. 



2.4 The Board appointed Dame Nita Barrow as General Chairman of the Technical 
Discussions to be held at the current Health Assembly on "Leadership development for 
health for all". It selected "The health of youth" as the subject for the Technical 
Discussions at the Forty-second World Health Assembly. 

3• Eighty-first session of the Executive Board 

3.1 The Board nominated Dr Hiroshi Nakaj ima, at present Regional Director for the 
Western Pacific, for the post of Director-General of WHO and submitted this nomination to 
the Forty-first World Health Assembly (resolution EB81,R4). At the same time, in its 
resolution EB81.Rll the Board expressed its appreciation to the present Director-General, 
Dr Halfdan Mahler, and proposed to the Health Assembly a resolution paying tribute to 
Dr Mahler's personal qualities and his contribution to the health of people everywhere, 
and declaring him Director-General Emeritus of WHO as from the date of his retirement. 

3.2 The Board reviewed the management of WHO's resources and its organizational 
structure on the basis of the report of its Programme Committee. It examined the 
consolidated regional committee reports on the subject, endorsed the well-defined value 
system of the Organization, and requested its Programme Committee and the regional 
committees to continue to make optimal use of WHO's resources, and to monitor this use, 
in particular through financial audits in policy and programme terms. The 
Director-General‘s proposals regarding a unified system for the selection and rotation 
of WHO representatives were endorsed and the Director-General was requested to establish 
the new system on an experimental basis, in consultation with the Regional Directors, and 
to report on the experiment to the Board at a future session. 

3.3 The Board discussed the status of collection of assessed contributions and noted 
with concern that the situation was deteriorating rather than improving. It therefore 
recommended to the Health Assembly the adoption of a resolution whereby the 
Director-General would invite those Members that were in arrears to an extent that would 
justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution, to submit to the Board a statement of 
their intentions as to the payment of these arrears. Thereafter, unless there were 
exceptional circumstances justifying a different measure, the Health Assembly would adopt 
a decision by a two-thirds majority to suspend the voting rights of a Member as from the 
the opening day of the following Health Assembly, if at that time the Member was still in 
arrears to a sufficient extent to justify invoking Article 7 (resolution EB81.R8). 

3.4 The Board recommended that the Health Assembly institute an incentive scheme to 
promote the timely payment of assessed contributions by Members as from the programme 
budget for 1992-1993, based on the record of Members' payments of assessed contributions 
in the years 1989 and 1990. This incentive scheme would be applicable to the component 
of the casual income consisting of interest earned and would follow an S-curve formula 
(resolution EB81.R12). 

3.5 The Board considered a report by the Director-General on the establishment of 
programme priorities in the Organization.^ Many factors were involved in the 
establishment of priorities - for example, country requests, regional committee 
deliberations, and Executive Board and Health Assembly discussions. It was pointed out 
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how WHO's programmes have changed over time to respond to the changing needs of Member 
States. In the last decade many new programmes had been established or strengthened 
without any commensurate increase in the budget, and this indicated that the priorities 
were constantly under review. 

3.6 The Director-General proposed that additional casual income of US$ 13.96 million be 
used to help finance the approved programme budget for 1988-1989 (resolution 
EB81.R13). Although some members of the Board had expressed the wish that this 
additional casual income be kept in reserve to meet any shortfall due to the fall in the 
exchange value of the US dollar in relation to other currencies, or to non-receipt of 
assessed contributions, the Board endorsed the proposal to use the casual income to help 
finance the approved programme budget. The Board also noted the changes in the programme 
budget for 1988-1989 reported by the Director-General and the Regional Directors. 

3.7 In connection with the reports of the Regional Directors, the Board transmitted to 
the Health Assembly a recommendation by the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific 
for an increase in the membership of the Committee on Nominations and the General 
Committee by one member, to allow for the inclusion of one additional member from the 
Region. 

3.8 The report of the Programme Committee on the method of reporting by the 
Director-General to the Board and the Health Assembly on the work of WHO was noted. The 
Board requested the Programme Committee to review the matter in greater depth and present 
its findings to the eighty-third session of the Board. 

3.9 The Director-General‘s report on infant and young child nutrition outlining the 
significant progress made in the area, was presented to the Board for transmittal to the 
Assembly. The Board recommended that the Assembly urge Member States to enhance their 
national nutrition programmes and request the Director-General to continue technical help 
to countries and to support them in establishing effective nutritional status 
surveillance systems (resolution EB81.R16). The Board endorsed the policy guidelines 
on human reproduction research outlined by the Director-General, and noted with 
satisfaction the progress made by the special programme. The Board recommended to the 
Health Assembly, that it approve the со-sponsorship of this programme by the World Bank, 
the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities, as outlined in the report of the Director-General (resolution EB81.R6). 

3.10 The Board transmitted the report on tobacco or health, and its discussions on the 
subject, to the Assembly noting that, although smoking was decreasing in many of the 
industrialized countries, it was still increasing in many developing countries. Many 
countries had shown interest in launching anti-smoking activities on 7 April 1988, 
proclaimed a no-smoking day by the Fortieth World Health Assembly, but it would be 
unrealistic to expect rapid results worldwide in the combat. 

3.11 The Board noted the Director-General‘s report on action in respect of the 
international conventions on narcotic and psychotropic substances. 

3.12 The Board considered the report of its Ad Hoc Committee on Drug Policies and noted 
that the revised drug strategy was being carried out almost in its entirety (resolution 
EB81.R9). It also noted with satisfaction that better cooperation was now taking 
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place among the parties concerned. The Board recommended to the World Health Assembly 
the approval of the ethical criteria for medicinal drug promotion that had been prepared 
by an international group of experts, and urged Member States to monitor and enforce the 
implementation of the measures they had developed (resolution EB81.R10).l 

3.13 The global strategy for the prevention and control of AIDS was the subject of 
considerable discussion, and the Board had the privilege of hearing 
Professor Luc Montagnier, Director of the WHO Collaborating Centre on AIDS Virology at 
the Pasteur Institute in Paris. The Board noted the report presented by the 
Director-General and expressed satisfaction at the rapidity with which WHO had assumed 
the technical leadership of the worldwide AIDS control programme. It approved the change 
in name from the Special Programme on AIDS to the Global Programme on AIDS. 

3.14 The Board noted the report on the effects on health of chemical weapons which the 
Director-General had prepared following the request of the Fortieth World Health 
Assembly. The consensus was that this question did not fall within the competence of 
WHO, and should be dealt with in other forums. Concerning the effect on people's health 
of withholding medical supplies, the Board requested the Director-General to take 
necessary measures to ensure the provision of medical supplies to any Member State if it 
were being deprived of such supplies by another Member State. The Board recommended that 
the Assembly request the Director-General to make the necessary arrangements for the 
Organization's accession to the Conventions on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident 
and on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological Emergency. The Board 
went on to recommend that the Assembly request the Director-General to continue to work 
on guidelines for intervention levels concerning the radioactive contamination of food in 
collaboration with other relevant international organizations and agencies (resolution 
EB81.R18).2 

3.15 After hearing the statement of the representative of the WHO Staff Associations, 
the Board adopted a decision expressing its warm appreciation to all staff members 
throughout the Organization who, in a period of financial crisis and sometimes difficult 
circumstances, had maintained the Organization's high international reputation through 
their hard work and dedication to the cause of world health. It confirmed the amendments 
made to the Staff Rules by the Director-General, and transmitted to the Assembly a 
resolution concerning salaries and allowances for ungraded posts and the Director-General 
(resolution EB81.R2). It also noted, on the basis of a report by the 
Director-General, the current situation regarding the method of work of the Health 
Assembly.^ The Board recommended to the Health Assembly that it should authorize the 
financing of expenditures envisaged in the Director-General's report on the status of 
projects being financed from the Real Estate Fund, and agreed in principle that the 
Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean pursue negotiations with the Egyptian 
authorities concerning the extension of the Regional Office building in Alexandria 
(resolution EB81.R3). 

3.16 The Board endorsed the plans for the celebration of WHO's fortieth anniversary with 
discretion, austerity and dignity (resolution EB81.R14). The Board noted the reports of 
the Joint Inspection Unit and the International Civil Service Commission. It also 
adopted resolution EB81.R15 recommending the Assembly to resolve that the Organization 
take into account the recommendations in the report of the World Commission on 
Environment and Development, in all relevant programme areas. 
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3.17 Ten years having elapsed since the eradication of smallpox, the occasion was marked 
by the launching of a monograph, entitled Smallpox and its Eradication, describing the 
eradication campaign. During that decade, had the disease not been eradicated, there 
would have been between 100 and 150 million cases of smallpox, some 20 million deaths and 
an expenditure of at least US$ 10 000 million. The world's freedom from smallpox was an 
outstanding accomplishment of WHO and the countries working together. 

3.18 The Board decided to establish official relations with five nongovernmental 
organizations - the International Federation of Hospital Engineering, the International 
Life Sciences Institute, the Collegium Internationale Neuro-Psychopharraacologicum, the 
International Association for the Study of Pain, and the World Assembly of Youth - and to 
maintain official relations with fifty-one of the nongovernmental organizations reviewed 
at the current session. The Board further requested the Director-General to refer to it 
on the first possible occasion, any case in which a nongovernmental organization in 
official relations with WHO behaves in a way which, in the opinion of another Member 
State or member of the Board, is inconsistent with the privileges accorded to such 
organizations. 

3.19 The Board awarded the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize to Dr Méropi Violaki-Paraskeva, 
the Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation Prize to Dr Hani A. Shammout, the Jacques Parisot 
Foundation Fellowship to Dr Yacoub Y. Al Mazroue, and the Sasakawa Health Prize jointly 
to Dr Christian Aurenche and the Indonesian Family Welfare Movement (PKK). 

3.20 The Board approved the provisional agenda for the Forty-first World Health Assembly 
opening on Monday, 2 May 1988, and closing no later than Friday, 13 May 1988. The 
eighty-second session of the Board would be convened on Monday, 16 May 1988 at WHO 
headquarters. 


