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There have been recent reports1 of 7 cases 
of serious adverse events including 6 deaths) 
following yellow fever vaccination. The cases 
described in these reports occurred from 
1996 to 2001 in Australia (1 case), Brazil (2 
cases) and the United States (4 cases) and 
have raised concerns about the safety of the 
yellow fever vaccine. WHO has been fully 
aware of the reported cases and has closely 
monitored their investigation by national 
authorities in the respective countries. 

WHO endorses the call for a renewed 
discussion of the safety of the yellow fever 
vaccine and the indications for its use. In 
particular, WHO recommends that travelers 
should be carefully assessed regarding their 
need for the vaccine and their personal level 
of risk. 

Although the exact frequency of serious 
adverse events following yellow fever 
vaccination is yet to be determined, 
information currently available suggests that 

they are extremely rare. An estimated 150 
million doses of vaccine were administered 
worldwide over the past 4 years, of which 
54 million in Brazil, where only 2 cases of 
serious adverse events were reported. 

Yellow fever remains a serious public 
health problem in Africa and South America 
and is a re-emerging disease which kills an 
estimated 30,000 people ever year. It is also 
a major risk for travelers to endemic 
countries. The risk to unimmunized 
individuals either living in or traveling to 
areas where there is known yellow fever 
transmission is far greater than the risk of 
having a vaccine-related adverse event. 
Therefore the current WHO policy2 on 
yellow fever vaccination remains unchanged. 
However, there is a need to improve 
monitoring to detect potential severe 
adverse events and to quantify the actual 
rate of such events. 

1. The Lancet, 14 July 2001 
2. For information please consult: 
    http://www.who.int/vaccines/intermediate/yellowfever.htm and 
    http://www.who.int/emc-documents/yellow_fever/whoepigen9808c.html. 


