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1• Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the organization") 

WORLD ASSOCIATION OF GIRL GUIDES AND GIRL SCOUTS (WAGGGS) 
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DES GUIDES ET DES ECLAIREUSES 

2• Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be 
addressed 

Ellen Clark 
Director 
World Bureau 
01ave Centre 
12c Lyndhurst Road 
London NW3 5PQ 
UK 

3• General objectives 

The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts is an international, 
nongovernmental organization. 

Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting is an educational movement for young women whose purpose 
is to contribute to their personal and social development. It is a voluntary, 
non-political movement which is open to all, and which is based on: 

-Participation in the development of society with recognition and respect for the 
dignity of one's fellow man and for the integrity of the natural world. 

-Responsibility for one's physical, intellectual and spiritual development. 

- A method of progressive self-education comprising programmes adapted to the 
various age groups and based upon a promise and law, learning by doing, membership 
of small groups, a scheme of personal progression and activities taking place in 
contact with nature. 

1 As submitted by the applicant on 7 June 1988. 

This organization had previously applied for official relations in 1960. At that 
time, the Executive Board decided not to establish relations since "its interest in 
health activities were only peripheral" (EB25.R70). The health activities of WAGGGS have 
increased considerably since that time, as demonstrated in this application. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the 
nongovernmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of 
any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any 
country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of 
its frontiers or boundaries. 
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- L o y a l t y to one's country in harmony with the promotion of peace, understanding and 
cooperation. 

-Adherence to spiritual principles, loyalty to the religion that expresses them and 
acceptance of the duties resulting therefrom. 

4. Main activities 

The World Bureau, the secretariat of the World Association, assists national 
organizations by providing technical and financial support to develop and improve their 
Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting by conducting training courses, community development seminars 
and workshops, preparing publications and advising on organization. 

Development of a qualified infrastructure and strengthening managerial capabilities 
within the national Girl Guide/Girl Scout Association by self-evaluation and training 
seminars are encouraged. 

The main development activities that the Guides are concerned with are : 

- F a m i l y life education 
-Women's training for participation in society 
- H e a l t h care 
- F o o d production/Nutrition 
- H u m a n settlements 
-Literacy 
-Vocational and rural development training 
-Environmental conservation 
-Rehabilitation and integration of the disabled. 

A worldwide programme in cooperation with WOSM (World Organization of the Scout 
Movement) and UNICEF to promote child health programmes, concentrating on immunization, 
breast-feeding, nutrition, growth monitoring and oral rehydration therapy is promoted and 
supported by WAGGGS. (See also Section 5) 

Technical support available to national associations for health care activities from 
the World Bureau includes : 

Management and organizational development training: To provide leaders with the 
skills needed for the general management of development activities. Skilled 
leadership, and an efficient organizational infrastructure are essential before any 
specialized training and implementation of field projects is undertaken. 

Health workshops : To train leaders in various techniques of primary health care； 
to develop skills in organizing and implementing community health campaigns and 
family life education courses； to learn how to teach others about nutrition and 
health care, to study adolescent sexuality and fertility in order to educate young 
women in the importance of family planning. 

Support tools : The World Bureau has produced fact sheets in English, French and 
Spanish on Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting activities in various areas such as Family 
Life Education, the Disabled, Child Health, Drug Abuse Prevention, and Clean Water 
and Sanitation. A Child Health Resource Kit - "Help Children Grow", has been 
produced in conjunction with WOSM and financed by UNICEF in order to support the 
child health programme. 
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5. How do the objectives and activities of the organization relate to the General 
Programme of Work of WHO? 

WAGGGS helps to increase the capacity 
developing countries to participate in the 
their societies through activities related 
in health areas such as : 

of Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting organizations in 
improvement of the quality of life within 
to health education and community level action 

- F a m i l y life education 
- H e a l t h education 
- C h i l d health care 
-Adolescent health 
- P r i m a r y health care and hygiene 
- F i r s t aid 
- F o o d production and nutrition 
- S a f e water supplies and sanitation 
- S m o k i n g and drug abuse prevention 
-Immunization 
-Prevention, rehabilitation and integration of the disabled 
-Protection and conservation of the environment 
-Disaster and emergency relief. 

Some of these activities are promoted at Girl Guide/Girl Scout Unit level with the 
participation of local people and technical support of experts from the Ministry of 
Health or university students. Several NGOs are involved in these fields as are many 
others interested in Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting. 

The Child Health Resource Kit, mentioned under Section 4, has been widely circulated 
through WAGGGS and WOSM. This concentrates on the following areas : oral rehydration 
therapy, immunization, breast-feeding, growth monitoring, alcohol and smoking, physical 
fitness, diet. 

A summary of some Guide projects relating to the General Programme of Work of WHO is 
annexed to this document. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list activities which the organization has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

The WHO Manual on training the disabled in the community was introduced at WAGGGS 
World Conference in France in 1981 - along with a display of WHO publications. 

WHO information was distributed at WAGGGS World Conference in USA in 1984. 

WAGGGS participated in the WHO Study Group on Young People and Health for All by the 
Year 2000 in Geneva, 4-8 June 1984. 

WAGGGS took part in the Technical Discuss ions on Collaborate ion with NGOs in 
implementing the Global Strategy for Health for All in 1985. 

In June 1986, the WHO Family Health Programme and the WHO Mental Health Programme 
asked WAGGGS to undertake a survey of the views of adolescents on what is good and what 
is bad for one's health. WAGGGS asked two members from each of the five regions to help 
in this survey and have so far received replies from Japan, Pakistan, Zimbabwe and 
Ireland. The results were sent to WHO on 11 December 1987. The Africa Region of WAGGGS 
is now encouraging all its member associations to carry out this survey. 
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The Egyptian Federation of Scouts and Guides participated in a workshop organized by 
WHO in October 1987. Three projects relating to health and first aid, prevention of 
smoking and young people's reproductive needs, developed. 

WAGGGS announced World Health Day 7 April 1988 in its newsletter Our World News. 

WAGGGS distributed information on the photography competition organized by WHO based 
on the theme for the Fortieth Anniversary of WHO "Health for All, All for Health". 
Entries were received and forwarded to WHO from WAGGGS member organizations in Peru, 
Philippines and Panama. 

WAGGGS has become a co-sponsor of the WHO/UNICEF publication "Facts for Life", which 
will be distributed to all WAGGGS member organizations. 

WAGGGS has reviewed and commented on the guidelines for introducing simple delivery 
kits at community level, initiated by the WHO Maternal and Child Health Programme in the 
Family Health Division. 

The WAGGGS Team of representatives at the United Nations in Geneva have for some 
time been in regular contact with WHO, thereby maintaining a continual dialogue between 
our two organizations. 

(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the 
organization will wish to be associated in future, together with details of any 
planned collaborative activities with WHO 

-Community level action programmes in the field of primary health care, clean water 
and sanitation, family life education, health education at school, drug abuse prevention, 
immunization, development education, training methods and techniques. 

- S h a r i n g experiences in the field on health education. 

-Collaboration in selected countries on health education programmes for young 
people. 

-Participation in the Technical Discussions on the Health of Youth during the World 
Health Assembly in 1989. 

- W A G G G S will also participate in the Essay Competition associated with the 
Technical Discussions on the Health of Youth. 

-Continued and expanded exchange of information on WHO policies, publications and 
activities in WAGGGS newsletter "Our World News" published every two months, and in 
circulars from the World Bureau to WAGGGS member organizations. 

-Continued support by promoting activities connected with World Health Day. 

- W H O participation in WAGGGS meetings and events, including presentations, 
exhibitions and distribution of WHO materials. 

-Possible surveys and case studies by WAGGGS in support of WHO'S specific 
programmes. 

-Expertise and training materials lent by WHO at training events held by member 
organizations or regions. 

-Promoting activities in areas listed under Section 5, for example : 
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The Europe Region of WAGGGS together with the Europe Region of the World 
Organization of the Scout Movement is organizing a seminar in October 1988 
entitled "Our Health in Our Hands". This seminar is linked to the WHO goal of 
Health for All by the Year 2000. WHO will be represented. 

"Our Health in Our Hands" encompasses three dimensions : 

Ourselves : responsibility for our own health - exercise, nutrition, 
stress prevention, drug abuse prevention, attitudes and information about 
AIDS. 

Our Community: community health projects (environmental). 

The Wider Community: cooperation with Guide/Scout Associations in 
developing countries in running j oint development projects; for example 
through the Child Health Programme. 

In July 1987, Senior Guides of the Pakistan Girl Guides Association 
participated in a training course on Child Survival which included many aspects 
of child health including: vaccination, nutrition and first aid. The Guides 
also had the opportunity to see laboratories and operating theatres at first 
hand. The course has won much praise from the local WHO office. Child H è a K Î ^ 
has formed a major part of the Guide programme in Pakistan and in February" 
1986, the Guides of the Latifabad Branch, Hyderabad, Sind, organized a services 
camp for immunization. With the support of UNICEF and WHO, training courses iir 
vaccines, health care and medical records have been initiated. 

In early 1986, Sri Lankan Girl Guides incorporated a Community and Primary 
Health Care Badge under the banner "Health for all by the Year 2000" into their: 
general programme. The Guide Patrol working for the badge must select at least 
fifteen families and assist them in areas relating to health, child care, 
malnutrition and environment and they must keep records of all work done. The-
programme also involves liaison work with health professionals in the local 
community as well as drug abuse, disease and accident prevention. 

In the Philippines. the Community Outreach Adolescent Fertility Programme is^ 
designed to reduce incidence of early marriages and teenage pregnancies and to 
provide girls with opportunities to develop an awareness towards responsible, 
adolescent, sexual behaviour and train to help their peers. With assistance 
from the Population Centre Foundation and the Population Commission, the 
programme began as a pilot project but has now become an integral part of the 
Girl Scouting programme. 

7. (a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? If 
so. what are these? 

Since community development, including community health, began to be integrated into 
the Girl Guide/Girl Scout programme over a decade ago, the World Association has been 
emphasizing the importance of mother and child care, family life education, clean water 
and sanitation, personal hygiene, nutrition, etc. 

At national level in the organization, many Girl Guide/Girl Scout volunteer leaders 
are qualified professionals in the health field. 

(b) Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment for health 
procedures? If so what are these? 

The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts has no reservations about any 
treatment or health procedure. However, some national Girl Guide/Girl Scout associations 
do have reservations about some treatments or procedures, in accordance with cultural and 
religious customs. 
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8 • History 

The Girl Guide and Girl Scout Movement as founded by Robert Baden-Powell was 
established from 1910 in a number of countries. 

International Conferences were held in 1920, 1922, 1924 and 1926. At a fifth such 
conference held in 1928 the representatives of Girl Guide and Girl Scout Organizations 
from various countries agreed to form the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl 
Scouts. The Constitution and Bye-Laws of the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl 
Scouts was formally adopted in 1936 at the World Conference of the World Association of 
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts. 

9. Membership 

The World Association has 85 full members and 27 associate members in the following 
countries/territories. National member associations pay an annual registration fee at an 
agreed per capita rate. 

Antigua and Barbuda* 
Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Bahamas 
Bahrain 
Bangladesh 
Barbados 
Belgium 
Belize* 
Benin* 
Bolivia 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Brunei Darussalam* 
Burkina Faso* 
Burundi* 
Cameroon* 
Canada 
Central African Republic* 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Côte d'Ivoire* 
Cyprus 
Denmark 
Dominica* 
Dominican Republic* 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
El Salvador 
Fij i* 
Finland 
France 
Gambia 
Germany, Fed. Rep. of 
Ghana 
Greece 

Guatemala 
Guyana 
Haiti 
Honduras* 
Hong Kong 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kenya 
Kuwait 
Lebanon 
Lesotho* 
Liberia 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
Liechtenstein 
Luxembourg 
Madagascar 
Malaysia 
Malta 
Mauritius 
Mexico 
Monaco 
Nepal 
Netherlands 
Netherlands Antilles 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua* 
Nigeria 
Norway 
Oman* 
Pakistan 
Panama 
Papua New Guinea* 

Denotes Associate Member. 
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Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Portugal 
Republic of Korea 
Rwanda* 
St. Lucia* 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Senegal* 
Sierra Leone 
Singapore 
Solomon Islands* 
South Africa 
Spain 
Sri Lanka 
Sudan 
Suriname* 
Swaziland* 

Sweden 
Switzerland 
Thailand 
Togo* 
Tonga* 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Turkey 
Uganda 
United Arab Emirates* 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland 
United Republic of Tanzania 
United States of America 
Uruguay* 
Venezuela 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 

10. Is the organization affiliated to any other international nongovernmental 
organization, or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

The World Association has consultative status with the UN (ECOSOC), UNESCO, UNICEF, 
and FAO. 

The World Association works in close cooperation with many NGOs, particularly those 
related to women's issues, education, health and development. 

11. Addresses of branch/regional offices 

None. Four World Centres in India, Mexico, Switzerland and United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland. 

12• Structure 

World Conference (the policy-making body), the World Committee (the executive body) 
and the World Bureau (the secretariat). The World Conference meets every three years. 
It met in USA in 1984, Kenya in 1987, and the next Conference will be held in Singapore 
in 1990. 

Each of the five Regions - Asia-Pacific, Africa, Western Hemisphere, Europe and the 
Arab Regional Group - also has its own Regional Committee. 

The World Conference is the "general assembly" of Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting, 
composed of all member Girl Guide/Girl Scout organizations. Only one national 
organization can be recognized per country. (When there is more than one Girl Guide/Girl 
Scout Association in a country, a federation must be formed for World Membership.) The 
basis for an organization's recognition and membership includes adherence to the purpose 
and principles of World Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting and operation as an independent, 
non-political and voluntary organization. 

* 
Denotes Associate Member. 
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13. Officers 

Chairman: Mlle (Dr) Odile Bonté 
Vice Chairman: Mrs Barbara Hayes, O.C. 
Vice Chairman: Miss Inger Christensen 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

Yes. 

15• Finances 

Financial statements for the past three years have been provided.^ 

16. Publications 

WAGGGS Information Sheet "Our World News". 

"Shared experience", Guide for leaders and trainers in rural areas. Books related 
to guiding. 

17. Documentation 

The Constitution, and triennial reports for the years 1978-1987 have been 
provided. 

1 Held by the WHO Secretariat. 
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ANNEX 

Examples of WAGGGS projects relating to 
the General Programme of Work of WHO 

At WAGGGS 26th World Conference in 1987, in Kenya, workshops were held on Health, 
Family Life Education, and on Drug Abuse Prevention. 

The Africa Region of WAGGGS held a Family Life Education Seminar in February 1988 in 
Gaberone, Botswana. 

I n I n d i a ( B h a r a t S c o u t s a n d G u i d e s ) , w o r k s h o p s a n d s e m i n a r s h a v e b e e n a r r a n g e d 

during the last four years on Family Life Education. 

In Indonesia, there is a programme on community population and family life education 
in conjunction with the Family Planning Co-ordinating Board. 

Girl Guides in Nigeria run a Vocational Training Centre for Disabled Children which 
they help to fund by making products for sale at the market and in their craft and gi£ù 
shop. The Centre is equipped with a gymnasium and the children are given help in 
learning to make handicrafts, speech and occupational therapy, swimming, muscle movements 
together with academic subjects, self care, and social skills. 

Girl Guides in New Zealand have incorporated health care into the programme. Girls 
must demonstrate a thorough knowledge of accident prevention, the effects of smoking, and 
alcohol and drug abuse. 

Zimswede. a joint project of mutual understanding and development between Guides and 
Scouts in Zimbabwe and Guides and Scouts in Sweden. includes a programme on health and 
sanitation which involves : building Blair toilets, assisting with public health 
information and giving advice and information on diet and nutrition. 

A National Seminar was organized in June 1987 by the Public Scout and Girl Guide 
Movement of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriva to train 44 young leaders in aspects of child 
h e a l t h , c o n c e n t r a t i n g o n d e h y d r a t i o n a n d i t s e f f e c t s . T h e A s s o c i a t i o n h a s a l s o a d o p t e d 

an anti-smoking campaign as part of its national programme. 

Girl Guides in Zimbabwe have participated in a challenge to understand the 
i m p o r t a n c e o f p r i m a r y h e a l t h c a r e f o r b a b i e s , v e r y y o u n g c h i l d r e n a n d t h e i r m o t h e r s . T h e 

challenge was divided into two sections. The first part, involved research into family 
planning, nutrition, hygiene and immunization. The second part took the form of the 
display of picture and charts showing the results of the research undertaken. This was 
held in selected community centres, schools and churches and included, for example, 
demonstrations on how to make and use oral rehydration fluid. 

The Girl Guides in Malaysia, in conjunction with IPPF, provide training for senior 
leaders and trainers on Family Life Education/Responsible Living. 


