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1. In order to give effect to operative paragraph 8 of resolution WHA38,15,1 the Special 
Committee of Experts appointed to study the health conditions of the inhabitants of the 
occupied territories requested the Director-General to approach the Government of Israel with 
a view to enabling the Committee to accomplish its task. 

2. In November 1985, the Chairman of the Committee was informed by the Director-General 
that the Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations Office and International 
Organizations at Geneva had conveyed to him his Government1 s position aceording to which 
"Israel cannot and will not receive any committee seeking its mandate in an illegal 
resolution whose textual implementation means nothing but the elimination of its statehood". 

3. The Chairman of the Committee nevertheless requested the Director-General to approach 
the permanent representative again. In January 1986 the Director-General informed the 
Chairman of the Committee that the permanent representative had transmitted to him the 
following communication: "Upon instructions of my Government, I reiterate the absolute 
rejection by Israel of resolution WHA38.15 and its unwillingness to receive the Committee of 
experts seeking its mandate in that resolution". At the beginning of February the Chairman 
of the Committee received another communication from the Director-General advising him that 
following a further approach the permanent representative had informed him that "... the 
Government of Israel refuses to receive 'The Special Committee1 which mandate stems from 
resolution WHA38.15 … 

4. The first question discussed by the Committee, faced with this attitude of the Israeli 
authorities towards it, was the position it should take in order to accomplish its mission. 

5. The Committee considered its mandate as defined by the Health Assembly in its various 
resolutions, namely to "visit the occupied Arab territories" and submit to the Assembly "a 
comprehensive report on its findings" "based on a field investigation", 

6. Noting with regret the persistent refusal of the Israeli Government to receive it, the 
Committee reached the conclusion that it was not in a position, this year, to accomplish the 
task entrusted to it by the Assembly. 

7. As requested by the resolution, the Committee, through its Chairman, contacted the Arab 
States concerned and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). Meetings took place in 
Geneva with the representatives of Jordan, the Syrian Arab Republic and PLO, during which the 
Chairman informed them of the negative reply from the Israeli authorities to the Special 
Committee's request to carry out a visit, and of the consequent impossibility for the Special 
Committee to accomplish its mandate under the various resolutions. During these discussions 
the Arab authorities proposed to the Chairman that the Committee go to Damascus and Amman. 
The Chairman consulted his two colleagues on the appropriateness of such a visit• The 
Committee felt that it should respond to this demonstration of goodwill on the part of the 
Arab authorities by agreeing to go to the two capitals. It consequently visited Damascus 
from 28 to 30 April, and Amman from 30 April to 2 May. 

1 Document WHA38/1985/REC/1, p. 11. 
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8. During its visit to Damascus the Special Committee met: Mr Jalal Al Barudi, Director of 
the Department of International Organizations and Conferences, Ministry of Foreign Affairs； 
Mrs Kamar Kassaoun Shora, President of the Red Crescent (Damascus branch); the Governor of 
Kuneitra; and, finally, Dr Abaza Sharaf, Director of Health of Kuneitra. 

9. The Committee visited the destroyed town of Kuneitra, the new village situated close by, 
and the two clinics which serve the inhabitants of Kuneitra who have been regrouped in 
Damascus. 

10. In the discussions which took place, the Committee was informed of the problems related 
to the state of health of the population of the occupied territories in Golan. Information 
was given about certain factors which had a negative influence on the development of health 
services and the health of the population, and, as a result, on the quality of life of these 
populations. 

11. The Committee took note of the anxiety expressed by those with whom it met. The 
Committee is very concerned by what it heard, and its concern is increased by the fact that 
the Israeli authorities had not permitted the Committee to carry out a visit on the spot. 

12. During its visit to Amman, the Committee was received by H.E. Dr Zaid Hamzeh, Minister 
of Health, and met H.E. Mr Marouane Dodin, Minister for the Occupied Territories. It also 
met with Dr Suleiman Subihi, Under-Secretary of State of the Ministry for the Occupied 
Territories, as well as many directors from the Ministry of Health, the Ministry for the 
Occupied Territories and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

13. During the different meetings, the Committee was provided with informaton on the health 
of the populations of the occupied territories. This information referred to certain 
difficulties related, in particular, to sanitation, health and hospital infrastructures, the 
quality of health care services and health insurance. In the light of this information, the 
Committee deeply regretted not being in a position to carry out its own evaluation. 

14. In this respect the Committee notes that over the past years it had presented several 
reports to the Assembly using not only data provided by the various parties concerned, but 
essentially data collected by the Committee itself during its field visits. 

15. The Committee was not able to carry out this evaluation for reasons beyond its control. 
The refusal to allow the visit to take place is not considered by the Committee as a positive 
contribution towards solving the difficulties prevailing in the region. 


