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REPORTS OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTORS ON SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS, 
INCLUDING REGIONAL COMMITTEE MATTERS 

Report by the Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean 

The Director-General has the honour to present to the Executive Board a report by 
the Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean which highlights significant 
developments in the Region, including matters arising from discussions at the 
thirty-fifth session of the Regional Committee. Should members of the Board wish to see 
the full report of the Regional Committee, it is available in the Executive Board room. 



REPORT OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN: 
SUMMARY OF MATTERS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST DERIVING FROM THE 

THIRTY-FIFTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 
WHO HEADQUARTERS, GENEVA, 3-6 OCTOBER 1988 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE RESOLUTIONS 

1. The thirty-fifth session of the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean 
adopted fifteen resolutions and five decisions. Eleven resolutions concerned programme 
matters, including hazardous wastes, control of health risks and safe disposal； basic 
minimum needs in support of health for all； monitoring implementation of health-for-all 
strategies； promotion and protection of mental health; maternal and infant mortality; 
health manpower development； acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)； rational use of 
drugs； poliomyelitis eradication and the health situation of the Arab population in the 
occupied territories. 

2. Administrative resolutions and decisions concerned relations with nongovernmental 
organizations and nominations of a regional member to the Global Programme on AIDS 
Management Committee and the Joint Coordinating Board of the Special Programme for 
Research and Training in Tropical Diseases. 

WHO internal matters 

3. The interest expressed by Heads of State and leading national figures in celebration 
of the fortieth anniversary of WHO and their support of causes such as the anti-smoking 
campaign and "Health for all, all for health" was most gratifying. 

4. In spite of the budgetary cutbacks which had to be applied, by careful management 
and exercise of budgetary skill, the real programme decrease of 1.57% was absorbed in 
intercountry activities, thus preserving the integrity of the country budget for the 
biennium 1988-1989. The following new subprogrammes have been included in the programme 
budget for 1988-1989 : Health for All Strategy Coordination, Informatics Management, 
Health Risk Assessment of Potentially Toxic Chemicals, Deafness, and AIDS. 

5. Although budgetary cuts were regretted and one speaker especially deplored the 
modest budgetary allocations for primary health care, the realities of the situation were 
understood by the Regional Committee and hope expressed that extrabudgetary resources 
would be found to meet patent and emerging needs. 

6. Discussions on the management of WHO's resources and review of the Organization's 
structure, already reported on last year, once more focused on the involvement of the 
Director-General in the appointment of Regional Directors, which was not supported by the 
Committee. Considerable apprehension was also expressed with regard to the Regional 
Consultative Committee's recommendation that WHO should "exercise its right of direct 
access to ministries or sectors other than health, such as ministries of planning or of 
education" (document EM/RCC8/2, page 4), as that would come into conflict with the 
constitutional appointment of the ministry of health as the focal point for WHO contact. 

7. In the discussions on mental health and AIDS, speakers particularly stressed the 
family, cultural and religious factors which exercise a strong influence in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region, and which should be called upon and put into use. During the 
Technical Discussions on the socioeconomic implications of maternal and infant mortality 



and in connection with a presentation by the representative (observer) of the 
Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices Affecting the Health of Women, the 
importance was stressed of social equity for and the improved status of women, In order 
to overcome harmful practices and taboos. 

8. The subject of training of health manpower relevant to the needs of the Region and 
the importance of collaboration between medical schools and ministries of health - the 
producers and users of health personnel - always receives particular attention in the 
Eastern Mediterranean Region. This year one speaker proposed that a representative of 
medical schools might be invited to sessions of the Regional Committee, as an observer, 
when health manpower development was to be discussed. The formation of joint councils 
with a membership drawn from ministries of health and health manpower training 
institutions was advocated. The need to further promote the teaching of medical students 
through Arabic (or other national language) was stressed, although it was realized that 
the number of textbooks available in Arabic was limited. The Regional Director's efforts 
to fill this gap were appreciated. This matter will be discussed at a meeting of deans 
of medical schools to be held in Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic, in December 1988. 

Other matters 

9. The Committee once more deplored the health situation in the Occupied Territories 
and Palestine and passed a lengthy resolution on this subject (resolution EM/RC35/R.15). 
It recommends that 11 the World Health Assembly formulate a comprehensive and properly 
programmed health plan, in collaboration with the Palestinian Red Crescent Society and 
the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean, in order to meet the long-term and 
short-terjn health needs of the Palestiari people, and earmark and provide the necessary 
funds for the implementation of this plan, together with its programmes, and establish a 
special working unit for the Palestinian people at WHO headquarters to follow up the 
implementation of this plan and its programme in the occupied Arab territories". 
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