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This document contains the report of the Standing Committee on 
Nongovernmental Organizations on its review of "Applications of 
nongovernmental organizations for admission into official relations 
with WHO" (documents EB81/NG0/1-5); and "Review of nongovernmental 
organizations in official relations with WHO" (document 
EB81/NG0/WP/1). The documents mentioned had been made available to 
all Members of the Executive Board. It also deals with matters 
related to the privileges of NGOs in official relations with WHO, 
when attending sessions of the governing bodies of the Organization. 

The Board will have to take decisions on the recommendations 
made by its Standing Committee which are presented in Section V of 
this document. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations met on 12 January 1988. The 
following members participated： Mr H . Hadjipanayiotou, Dr H . K

#
 A . H y e , Dr J. С. Mohith, 

Dr M . Quijano and Dr T . Shimao. Dr T . A . Lambo, Deputy Director-General, welcomed the 
members on behalf of the Director-General. Dr M . Quijano was elected Chairman. 

2. In his opening remarks, Dr Lambo pointed out the increasingly close and fruitful 
collaboration that had taken place with nongovernmental organizations in recent years, and 
reiterated that the expertise, vision and human resources which abound in the NGO community 
were vital elements in reaching the target of health for all by the end of this century. The 
energy which the NGO community brought to its activities was fully recognized, and its 
willingness to be involved as partners in the work of WHO would continue to be encouraged. 

3. The Standing Committee was informed of the recently published Directory of 
Nongovernmental Organizations in Official Relations with WHO, as well as a WHO/NGO 
Newsletter, the first of which was issued in 1987 to keep NGOs informed of Health Assembly 
and Executive Board policy decisions which relate directly to their work, as well as other 
items of particular interest to NGOs, 

4. The Standing Committee considered first the applications from five NGOs for admission 
into official relations with WHO, after which it reviewed the 52 NGOs which were up for 
review at the current session, and considered matters related to the privileges of NGOs in 
official relations with WHO, when attending sessions of the governing bodies of WHO. 

II. APPLICATIONS FROM NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS FOR ADMISSION INTO OFFICIAL RELATIONS 
WITH WHO 

5. The Standing Committee had before it applications from five nongovernmental 
organizations for admission into official relations with WHO. In considering these 
applications, the Committee was guided by the Principles governing relations between WHO and 
nongovernmental organizations,1 adopted by the Health Assembly in 1987 in resolution 
WHAA0.25, The examination was made on the basis of the documentation submitted by the five 
organizations, contained in documents EB81/NGO/1-5. 

1

 The text of the Principles is contained in document EB79/1987/REC/1, Annex 11. 
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6. The Committee noted that these applications had been carefully reviewed by the WHO 
Secretariat, particularly by the designated technical officers who were working with these 
nongovernmental organizations, and that care had been taken to ensure that the applications 
were in line with W H O

1

s overall policies and with the objectives of the relevant WHO 
programmes. Additional information was supplied by the Secretariat when clarification was 
sought by the Standing Committee during its discussion. The following paragraphs report on 
the recommendations made by the Standing Committee on the five applications. 

(a) International Federation of Hospital Engineering (document EB81/NG0/1) 

This organization was considered to represent an important source of expertise and 
experience in the planning and management of health care systems and in the training of 
technical management and maintenance personnel. This had already been demonstrated in 
connection with WHO programmes where the installation and maintenance of health care 
equipment was an important element• As WHO developed its global plan on management, 
maintenance and repair of health care equipment, the resources within this NGO would bring 
considerable support to this vital area• It was evident that the activities of this NGO 
actually go beyond hospital engineering, contrary to what its name might i n d i c a t e . 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Board the admission of this organization 
into official relations with W H O . 

(b) International Life Sciences Institute (document EB81/NG0/2) 

The Committee noted that this organization consisted of a network of affiliated 
branches, whose objectives were research-oriented. Its scientific work concent rated on 
cooperating with regulatory agencies in analysing and evaluating issues of health, nutrition, 
as well as food and chemical safety. Research projects were decided by a scientific board 
consisting of eminent scientists well-known in their own field. In addition this 
organization had for some time acted as the secretariat for the International Group on 
Vitamin A and the International Group on Nutritional Anaemia, bodies with which WHO had close 
and essential contacts. The Institute's multidisciplinary activities were clearly in line 
with the objectives of W H O . 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Board the admission of this organization 
into official relations with WHO. ' 

(c) Collegium Internationale Neuro-Psychopharmacologicum (document EB81/NGO/3) 

It was noted that this was a prestigious organization whose scope of activity was in the 
specialized fields of neuropsychopharmacology and biological psychiatry. The Committee was 
informed that this NGO*s guidance had been valuable over many years with respect to 
recommendations concerning psychiatric treatment； the development of a list of essential 
drugs in psychiatry; its work in biological determinants of drug abuse and alcohol 
problems; and the assessment of psychotropic drugs. This NGO's policy of enabling young 
scholars to attend scientific meetings will be valuable to WHO fellows. 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Board the admission of this organization 
into official relations with W H O . 

(d) International Association for the Study of Pain (document EB81/NGO/4) 

The principal activities of this organization were threefold: to foster and encourage 
research into pain mechanisms and pain syndromes in order to assist patients with acute or 
chronic pain; to promote education and training in the field of pain, including sponsorship 
of the journal PAIN; and to inform the public on the results of research. The Committee 
noted that this organization had a long association with WHO and national authorities in the 
development and testing of cancer pain relief programmes. It provided a good example of the 
effective tripartite partnership between governments, NGOs and WHO which the Organization 
seeks to foster. 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Board the admission of this organization 
into official relations with WHO, “ 
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(e) World Assembly of Youth (document EB81/NGO/5) 

The Committee noted that this organization consisted of an extensive network of national 
youth bodies in many countries, including developing countries, and that it pursued a number 
of developmental goals. From the mid-1960s this NGO initiated youth and population 
programmes with assistance from USAID and UNFPA, and since 1983 its health activities have 
included family life education, adolescent health, drug abuse and environment issues. 
Adolescent health, including sex education, has been particularly developed with WHO in 
recent years； this experience demonstrated the NGO's strength in implementing projects. The 
organization is participating in the 1988 Technical Discussions on leadership development in 
support of health for all and will also be closely involved in the 1989 Technical Discussions 
on youth and health. 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Board the admission of this organization 

into official relations with W H O . 

III. REVIEW OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO (EB81/NG0/WP/1) 

7. Since 1978 the Board has reviewed each year one-third of the NGOs in official relations 
with W H O . At present, there were 15A NGOs in official relations, and these were affiliated 
to specific WHO programmes. Therefore to facilitate selection for review, use was made of 
the WHO classified programmes of the Seventh General Programme of Work. On this occasion 52 
NGOs were to be reviewed. For the most part these collaborated with the WHO programmes 
concerned with; clinical technology, radiological technology, rehabilitation, communicable 
and noncommunicable diseases. Many of these NGOs were research or scientifically oriented 
and contributed vital data to the WHO health science and technology programmes. Some had a 
strong network of national societies, and others raised funds and were operational in 
countries. 

8. The Committee expressed its appreciation for the continuing contribution to the work of 

WHO of the group of NGOs under current review. It considered that these NGOs formed a 

valuable reservoir of professional experience and goodwill and urged that this expertise be 

still more effectively tapped and involved in supporting national health goals. 

Based on the assessment made by the Secretariat on each of the 52 NGOs in document 
EB81/NG0/WP/1 the Committee recommends to the Board that official relations b e ~ 
maintained with 51 of the NGOs reviewed, with provisos for three of these outlined 
below, while discontinuation for one is recommended as presented in (d) below> 

(a) World Federation of Nuclear Medicine and Biology and 

(b) International Society of Chemotherapy 

The Committee noted that collaboration with these two organizations was rather limited. 
It recommends that special efforts should be made to stimulate collaboration through personal 
contacts with the NGOs, and that the results of these efforts should be brought to the 
attention of the Executive Board at the next review for these NGOs (1991). At that time the 
Board would take a firm decision based on the results obtained, as to whether official 
relations should be maintained or not with these organizations. 

(c) World Confederation for Physical Therapy 

This organization collaborates with the WHO programmes for Rehabilitation, and for 
Health of the Elderly. Recently, the WHO Secretariat had been informed that this 
organization had been experiencing internal difficulties related to the possible exclusion of 
its member organization in South Africa. This member, it was alleged, followed the policy of 
the apartheid regime. So far conflicting and incomplete information from different sources 
had been received and would need to be further investigated. The Committee was informed that 
the World Confederation would consider this issue at its International Congress to be held in 
July 1988 and would inform WHO of the outcome. The Committee therefore recommends to the 
Board that the review of relations with this organization be deferred until the January 1989 
session of the Board, in order to enable the Secretariat to ascertain the facts concerning 
the policy of the World Confederation's member organization in South Africa. 
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(d) The Biométrie Society 

During the Board
1

 s reviews of NGOs in January 1986 and 1987, it had been noted that 
there had been very limited contacts with the Biométrie Society, and in January 1987 the 
Board had requested that the Society be consulted concerning what might be the appropriate 
type of relations for the future. The Standing Committee was informed that WHO efforts in 
this respect had not led to satisfactory results. The Committee therefore recommends to the 
Board that official relations be discontinued, with the understanding that WHO would have 
contacts with the Society whenever relevant. 

IV. PRIVILEGES OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS 

9. Prompted by events at the Fortieth World Health Assembly in May 1987 when two NGOs in 
official relations had distributed documentation to delegates outside the formal channels of 
the Assembly which are available to NGOs through the privileges conferred on them by the 
official relationship, the Director-General had been requested by Board members to bring to 
the attention of the Board the relevant facts of these incidents and similar cases at past 
Health Assemblies.1 It was pointed out that certain provisions exist in paragraph 6 of the 
Principles governing relations between WHO and NGOs, which, inter alia, give NGOs the right 
to make statements in Assembly committees, and to submit a memorandum or other material to 
the Director-General ~ the Secretary of the Health Assembly - who would determine the nature 
and scope of its circulation. This procedure, which was also followed by Member States, 
assured delegates to the Assembly that the documentation presented to them was official, and 
permitted debate to proceed in a tranquil and orderly manner. The Director-General therefore 
suggested that NGOs

1

 actions which were inconsistent with these privileges be referred to the 
Executive Board for consideration. This would also have the effect of safeguarding the 
positive partnership which had been constructed over the years with the NGO community as a 
w h o l e . 

10. After examining the facts presented to them the Committee decided to recommend to the 
Board that cases of NGO actions inconsistent with their stated privileges should be referred 
to the Board on the first possible occasion, irrespective of whether or not relations with 
the NGO in question were due for triennial review at that session. After taking into 
consideration any explanation offered by the NGO, the Board would decide whether or not to 
continue official relations. 

V . PROPOSED RESOLUTION AND DECISIONS 

The Standing Committee recommends to the Board that it consider the following draft 

resolution and two draft decisions; 

RELATIONS WITH NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

The Executive Board, 

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee, 

1 . DECIDES to establish official relations with the following nongovernmental organizations: 

International Federation of Hospital Engineering 

International Life Sciences Institute 

Collegium Internationale Neuro-Psychopharmacologicum (CINP) 

International Association for the Study of Pain 

World Assembly of Youth 

2. DECIDES to discontinue official relations with the Biométrie Society with the 

understanding that WHO would have contacts with the Society whenever relevant. 

1

 Document EB81/NG0/WP/1. 
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Draft decision on: 

REVIEW OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO 

••The Board decided to maintain official relations with 51 of the nongovernmental 
organizations reviewed at the current session, and expressed its appreciation for their 
valuable contribution to the work of WHO. With regard to the World Federation of Nuclear 
Medicine and Biology and the International Society of Chemotherapy, special efforts to 
stimulate the present limited collaboration should be made, and the results brought to the 
attention of the Board at the next review for these NGOs in 1991, so that a firm decision 
could be taken on whether official relations should be maintained or not. With regard to the 
World Confederation of Physical Therapy, the Board decided to defer its review of relations 
until its eighty-third session in January 1989, in order to enable the Secretariat to 
ascertain the facts concerning the policy of the World Confederation's member organization in 
South Africa, and to allow the World Confederation itself to take any action that might be 
necessary. •• 

Draft decision on: 

PRIVILEGES OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO 

"The Executive Board wishes to place on record its appreciation of those nongovernmental 
organizations that are collaborating fruitfully with WHO. It notes with regret, however, 
that in recent years a few nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO have 
been behaving in ways inconsistent with the privileges accorded to them. The Board believes 
that such behaviour by even a few errant nongovernmental organizations, could gravely 
undermine the growing and valuable partnership between Member States, WHO and the 
nongovernmental organizations and place in jeopardy the vital contributions that the vast 
majority of NGOs are making as partners for the attainment of health for all by the year 
2000. In view of this the Board decides that if a nongovernmental organization in official 
relations with WHO or an affiliate of such an NGO, behaves in a way which, in the opinion of 
the Director-General, is inconsistent with the privileges accorded to NGOs under paragraph 6 
of the Principles governing such relations, the Director-General shall refer the matter to 
the Executive Board on the first possible occasion, irrespective of whether relations with 
the NGO in question are due for triennial review at that session or not. After giving the 
NGO concerned a hearing if it so requests, the Board will decide whether or not to continue 
official relations with it.
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