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TWENTY-SIXTH MEETING 

Wednesday, 23 January 1985, at 14h30 

Chairman： Professor J. Roux 

The meeting vas held in private from 14h3Q to 17h30, when it resumed in public session: 

1. AWARDS; Item 22 of the Agenda 

At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, Dr QUAMINA, Rapporteur, read out the following 
decisions adopted by the Board in private session. 

Child Health Foundation Medal and Prize (report of the Child Heath Foundation Committee)； 
Item 22.3 of the Agenda 

Decision: The Executive Board, after considering the report of the Child Health 
Foundation Committee, awarded the Child Health Foundation Medal and Prize for 1985 to 
Professor Perla D . Santos-Ocampo for her outstanding service ip the field of child 
health. 

Sasakava Health Prize (report of the Sasakava Health Prize Committee): Item 22.4 of the 
Agenda 

Decision: The Executive Board, after considering the report of the Sasakawa Health 
Prize Committee, awarded the Sasakawa Health Prize for 1985 jointly to 
Dr Jesus C . Azurin, Dr David Bersh Escobar and the Society for Education, Welfare and 
Action - Rural, India (SEWA-RURAL) for their innovative work in health development• Of 
the total sum of US¿ 100 000 available for the Prize, the Board decided that Dr Azurin 
and Dr Bersh should receive each US$ 30 000 and SEWA-RURAL US$ 40 000. 

At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, Professor LAFONTAINE, Rapporteur, read out the 
following further decisions adopted by the Board in private session. 

Léon Bernard Foundation Medal and Prize (report of the Léon Bernard Foundation Committee): 
Item 22.1 of the Agenda 

Decision; The Executive Board, after considering the report of the Léon Bernard 
Foundation Committee, awarded the Leon Bernard Foundation Medal and Prize for 1985 to 
Professor Raoul Senault for his outstanding service in the field of social medicine. 

Dr A . T• Shousha Foundation Medal and Prize (report of the Dr A . T . Shousha Foundation 
Committee): Item 22.2 of the Agenda 

Decision; The Executive Board, after considering the report of the Dr A . T . Shousha 
Foundation Committee, awarded the Dr к. T . Shousha Foundation Medal and Prize for 1985 
to Dr Mohamed Hamad Satti for his most significant contribution to public health in the 
geographical area in which Dr A . T . Shousha served the World Health Organization. 



2. COLLABORATION WITH NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS： Item 21 of the Agenda 

Application of nongovernmental organizations for admission into official relations with WHO: 
Item 21.1 of the Agenda “ ~ ~ — — — — 

Review of nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO; Item 21.2 of the 
Agenda 

Dr QUAMINA, Rapporteur, read out the following resolution on relations with 
nongovernmental organizations, adopted by the Board in private session； 

The Executive Board 

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 
Organizations； 

Recognizing the important role of nongovernmental organizations as one of the key 
groups in the network of partnership which together will contribute significantly to the 
implementation of the Global Strategy for Health for All; 

Stressing the importance of orienting all aspects of the Organization's policy with 
respect to collaboration with nongovernmental organizations in accordance with the 
strategies for health for all； 

1. THANKS the Director-General for his triennial report on relations with 
nongovernmental organizations and notes with appreciation the progress made in 
collaboration between WHO and nongovernmental organizations during the period; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to undertake a review of current guidelines as 
outlined in the Working Principles Governing the Admission of Nongovernmental 
Organizations into Official Relations with WHO with a view to orienting them to present 
and future needs for the implementation of health-for-all strategies； 

3• DECIDES that the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations should 
consider the Director-General

1

 s review during the seventy-seventh session of the 
Executive Board in January 1986, and make appropriate recommendations to the Executive 
Board for this purpose； 

4 . DECIDES to establish official relations with the following nongovernmental 

organizations : 

International Federation for Family Life Promotion 
International Eye Foundation 
Inter-Parliamentary Union 

International Group of National Associations of Agrocheraical Manufacturers 
International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War 
Rotary International 
Save the Children Fund (United Kingdom) 

5. NOTES that official relations will lapse with the World Council for the Welfare of 

the Blind in view of the fact that this organization has been dissolved. 

Dr QUAMINA, Rapporteur, also read out the following decision on relations with 

nongovernmental organizations, adopted by the Board in private session； 

The Executive Board, having considered the report of the Standing Committee on 
Nongovernmental Organizations decided to maintain official relations with 40 of the 41 
nongovernmental organizations reviewed at its current session, and expressed its 
appreciation to those organizations for their valuable collaboration. With regard to 
the International Society of Orthopaedic Surgery and Traumatology, with which official 
relations had been suspended, the Board decided to resume official relations with this 
organization in view of the satisfactory collaboration now initiated. The Executive 
Board decided to defer a decision on the application from the Medic Alert Foundation 
International to allow working relations to develop further and more substantial 
activities relevant to WHO priority programmes to be initiated. 



3. COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM； Item 20 of the Agenda (continued) 

Women, health and development； Item 20.2 of the Agenda (Document EB75/22) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to a draft resolution on WHO
1

s contribution to the work of 
the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for 
Women: Equality, Development and Peace, proposed by Professor Isakov and Professor Forgacs, 
and which read as follows : 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on women, health and 
development；1 

1. ENDORSES the views and conclusions regarding women
1

 s role in and contribution to 
health and socioeconomic development outlined in the report； 

2. THANKS the Director-General for his continuing interest and efforts in this field; 

3. RECOMMENDS to the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 
resolution; 

The Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly, 

Taking note of the report of the Director-General and of the views of the 
Executive Board on the role of women in health and development, and particularly in 
the implementation of the Global Strategy for Health for All by the Year 2000； 

Noting the close interrelation between the equality of women and their 

participation in health activities and in the promotion of health for all; 

Recalling previous resolutions of the World Health Assembly on the role of 
women and, in particular, resolutions WHA28.40, WHA29.43 and WHA36.21； 

Recognizing the great importance of the forthcoming World Conference to Review 
and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Womeni Equality, 
Development and Peace; 

Concerned at the slow progress made by a number of countries in realizing the 
objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women, contained in the documents of 
the World Conferences in Mexico (1975) and Copenhagen (1980) which relate primarily 
to women

1

s health and social security and the safeguarding of their rights; 

1. CALLS UPON Member States to intensify their efforts to provide women with 
greater opportunities to pursue activities in the context of the realization of the 
objectives of the strategies for health for all and to take an active part in the 
World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations 
Decade for Women: 

2 . REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to ensure the Organization
1

s active participation in the World Conference 
and to report to it on the role of women in health and development； 

(2) to continue to pay close attention to cooperation with Member States in 
their activities to promote women

1

s health and their wider participation in 
health and socioeconomic development; 

(3) to report periodically to the Executive Board and the 
World Health Assembly on the progress achieved in this field. 

1

 Document EB75/22. 



Dr PETROS-BARVAZIAN (Director, Division of Family Heath and focal point for Women, 
Health and Development), introducing the Director-General

1

s report on women, health and 
development (document EB75/22), said that numerous references had been made during the 
current session of the Board to the issue of women, health and development as part of the 
discussions on the various agenda items, including those on the programme budget for 
1986-1987 and the reports of the Regional Directors. Commenting first 011 a specific point in 
relation to a reply to Dr Ruesta given by the Director-General at the twenty-fourth meeting, 
she made it clear that the present report did not deal with matters concerning internal 
staffing in WHO, but covered mainly the programme and developmental issues, focusing on 
programmes at country level. 

Highlighting a few issues concerning various sections of the report, she recalled that 
it should be considered against the background of the United Nations Decade for Women 
(1976-1985), launched following the United Nations World Conference of the International 
Women

1

s Year, held in Mexico City in 1975. At that time, the Director-General had presented 
the first report on the overall subject of women in health and development to the fifty-fifth 
session of the Board. The report now under consideration covered the past 10 years and 
related to the overall issues of women, health and development, although during that period 
many other reports to the Executive Board and Health Assembly had reflected specific policy 
or substantive issues concerning women. 

At the Mid-Decade Conference, held in Copenhagen in 1980, the major obstacles to 
progress had been noted, and, for the second half of the Decade, Member governments had 
decided to accelerate further their activities on alleviating women

1

 s problems, particularly 
regarding education, health and employment• Those would be the three sub-themes of the 
forthcoming World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations 
Decade for Women； Equality, Development and Peace, to be held from 15 to 26 July 1985 in 
Nairobi. 

She emphasized the fact that WHO had actively participated in all aspects of the 
preparatory steps for the forthcoming World Conference, and had focused, though not 
exclusively so, on the health and nutrition aspects of various documents, with particular 
attention to an appraisal of the progress achieved and the obstacles encountered at country 
level. Some 100 governments had replied to a questionnaire covering health policies and 
strategies, health care, health research, primary health care, and the participation of women 
in the health sector. The information from that questionnaire, as well as from country and 
regional office sources, had been analysed and provided the basis not only for describing 
country action in section 3 of the report, but also for the situation analysis on women, 
health and development, in section 2, which included issues such as those described by 
Dr García Bates, as well as the underlying factors connected with those issues, such as 
women

1

s special health needs, their contribution to the health of their families and 
communities and various levels of the health system, and their health in relation to overall 
development• 

Section 3, which summarized the action being taken, particularly mentioned the 
constraints related to intersectoral approaches as well as in respect of community 
participation, in addition to the potential as mentioned by Dr Khanna in relation to 
health-for-all and intersectoral approaches. That section accordingly called for special 
consideration. 

All the regional committees had held discussions on women, health and development in the 
course of 1984, and emphasis had remained on the integration of issues concerning women's 
health and their roles in development into ongoing WHO programmes, rather than on any 
vertical action； that was in keeping with the framework followed hitherto in the 
Organization. 

It was clear that modest progress had been made with respect to women, health and 
development, but only insofar as advocacy and awareness of the issue was concerned. Much of 
the past 10 years had been taken up by the process of recognizing and documenting the very 
nature of the problems, as well as their seriousness. However, raising awareness and 
attempts to change social attitudes could be no more than a beginning. The main test would 
be real activities within country programmes - which had been initiated but needed to be put 
into focus and accelerated. 



Accordingly, the report of the Director-General ended on a positive and forward-looking 
note, using the discussions of the regional committees as well as the framework of strategies 
for health for all, and it elaborated on the integration of issues concerning women, health 
and development into infrastructure as well as technology programmes. Thus, in relation to 
women, health and development, the goals and principles of primary health care, particluarly 
social equity and justice, and the goals of the United Nations Decade for Women readily 
converged• 

The report included a brief section on monitoring progress, and she emphasized that that 

would be part of the monitoring of health-for-all strategies. 

It was obvious that, although the report of the Director-General emphasized the role of 
women in health and development, it was in the long run the partnership of men and women that 
would bring the world closer to the goal of health for all and to true development• Viewed 
in that light, the close of the United Nations Decade for Women was really only a beginning. 

The meeting rose at 17h50, 


